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They don’t vote: Labour’s U-turn on animal testing 


Tony Blair is to break a 
pre-election pledge to reduce the 
v '' number of animals used in 

experiments, including testing of 
new cosmetics. The U-turn, 

Jason Bennetto writes, is just one of a 
number of broken promises 
involving the treatment of 
animals. 


Government funding to develop alterna- 
tives to using live animals for experiments 
is to be axed by nearly a quarter, it will be 
disclosed this week. Labour has also re- 
neged on promises to set up a Royal Com- 
mission into the issue of animal 
experiments, it is understood. • 

And experiments on animate to test new 
cosmetics are to continue, despite a 
promise by Tony Blair during the general 
election that they would be scrapped. 

The policy changes will be revealed in 
a official report published this week. Jack 
Straw, the Home Secretary, wQI say that* 
there appears to be “no realistic prospect 
in the foreseeable future" of an end to 
animal experimentation • 

Anti-vivisection and animal rights 
groups will be dismayed at the news. 


EXCLUSIVE 


About 2,800 animals were used last year 
to test cosmetics, mostly rabbits, guinea pigs 
and rats, to discover whether they caused 
problems such as irritation to skin and eyes, 
and ade effects on reproductive organs. The 
t vast bulk of animals -2.7mfllion last year 
- are used for medical research, and test- 
ing pharmaceuticals and equipment such 
as chemical and biological warfare suits. 

Labour’s electioneering document. New 



Life For Animals-, which was signed by Tony 
Blair, said: “Labour is totally committed 
to stopping cosmetic testing on animals. We 
are appalled that it was the UK government 
that watered down European Parliament 
moves to ban cosmetic, testing, which 
could delay the implementation of a ban. 
Cosmetics can now be tested by non- 
animal methods, and the beauty business 
already has at its disposal a huge range of 
perfectly safe ingredients." 

The document, which was not pan of 
the Manifesto, added: “We will support a 
.Royal Commission to review the effec- 
tiveness and justification of animal exper- 
iments andto examine alternatives.” It also 
promised to work towards reducing the 


total number of animals used in tests. It is 
understood that an interim report by the 
Home Office's Animal Procedures Com- 
mittee. that contains medical experts, wel- 
fare workers and lawyers, will be published 
this week. 

The report, all the recommendations of 
which have been accepted by the Home 
Secretary, will say that cosmelk testing must 
go ahead until there are more non-animal 
alternatives. The report concludes that new 
legislation is not needed. 

The budget to pay for new research into 
finding alternatives is being cut next year 
by £60,000 to £197,000. The Animal Pro- 
cedures Committee is understood to be ex- 
tremely angiy at the reduction. 

Bui the Home Office is to increase the 
number of inspectors used to check labo- 
ratories and breeding farms, and introduce 
a toughened code of practice, and better 
training for animal workers. Anyone using 
animals will also have to give details of what 
non-animal alternatives it has considered. 

Lord Williams of Mostyn, the Home Of- 
fice minister responsible for animals, has 
ruled out a Royal Commission. 

It is understood that ministers have been 
convinced that banning animal experiments 
would have a damaging effect on industry, 
would hinder medical breakthroughs and 
is likely to result in animal experiments tak- 
ing place in less regulated countries. 

In response to the report Jade Straw will 
say: “Whilst the Government looks forward 
to the time when animate will not need to 
be used in scientific procedures, there ap- 
pears no realistic prospect that this will be 
possible in the foreseeable future. In the 
meantime, it is essential that animate are only 
used where this is fully justified and where 
suitable alternatives are not available .** 

He says that although the failure to ban 
testing of cosmetic products may “disap- 
point” many critics that it is important 
to “balance the likely costs to animals 
against the benefits to man, animals or the 
environment." 

While the number of “normal" animals 
being used in experiments has declined sig- 
nificantly the growth in the use of geneti- 
cally modified animals has increased sharply. 
This could lead to an acceleration in the to- 
tal number of animal tests in the future. 

Animal rights’ groups have become in- 
creasingly frustrated with the Govern- 
ment Barry Home, a remand prisoner in 
Bristol Prison wbo is charged with possessing 
explosive devices, has held two hunger strike 
„in protest at Government pre-election 
promises on animal experimentation. 

A spokeswoman for the Barry Home 
Support Campaign said: “We are totally (fis- 
gusted that the Government has gone 
back on its pledge ... we hoped that Labour 
would keep their word” 



Tiny tears: The eyes of a laboratory rabbit show the reality of testing cosmetics for irritability on animals Photograph: PA 
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TODAY'S OTHER NEWS 


Market tumble on 
Brown Monday 

The tity dubbed it Brown Monday as the markets tum- 
bled in response to Gordon Brown’s uncertain position 
on the European single currency. It provided a difficult 
background for Tony Blairs five-hour meeting with the 
German Chancellor, Helmut Kohl, at Chequers, for his 
part, Mr Brown promised to come dean in a statement 
to the Commons next week. Page 6 

Cancer smear shake-up 

Cervical smear testing faces a national shake-up after an 
independent inquiry found serious failings in a Kent hos- 
pital which had to recall more than 90,000 women fbr 
testing, Page 5 

Russell murder charge 

A 37-year-old man was charged last night with the 
murders of Lin and Megan Russell and the attempted 
murder of josie Russell Michael Stone, 37, Gillingtam, 
will appear before Medway magistrates at Chatham this 
morning. 

The killings of Mrs Russell, 45, and her daughter 
Megan. six, in July I99S6 shocked the nation. They were 
bludgeoned to death in a country lane near the village of 
Chillenden, Kent Megan’s sister Josie, now 10, survived 
the attack. 

Angst of Nineties Man 

Nineties Man is angst-ridden, confused and selfish 
according to a survey prepared for the advertising 
industry by the Henley Centre for Forecasting. The 
researchers found that "New Man" is a figment of 
women’s imaginations, while "New Lad" is a way of 
avoiding responsibilities. Page 9 


Care link to suicides 

Suicide rates among young men who had been in care in 
North Wales children's homes were 19 times the 
national average. Page 3 

Kidnap: ‘Saudis to blame’ 

Saudi Arabia is behind the kidnapping of Hairy 
Thompson, a British aid worker held by tribesmen in the 
mountains of Yemen, according to senior Yemeni 
officials. They have accused their northern neighbours of 
trying to use the abductions as a means of destabilising 
its relations with other countries. Page 3 

Literacy aim for schools 

Schools and local education authorities in deprived areas 
wiH no longer be able to plead poverty as a reason for 
low achievement, the government has said, it wants to 
co ensure 80 per cent of Il-year-okls reach the required 
standards within the lifetime of this parliament Page 8 

Forsyth to retire 

Frederick Forsyth, whose thrillers such as The Day of the 
Jackal and The Dogs of War, have sold millions, has derid- 
ed not to write any more novels- Page 2 

SEEN & HEARD 

Wanted - 100 volunteers with bad breath, must not 
mind repeatedly breathing out while other people wrirt- 
lde their noses in the name of research. Scientists at the 
Faculty of AppRed Science at the University of West 
England, are hoping the human guinea pigs will help them 
find a cure for halitosis by 20CH. They will be required to 
breathe into a sensor system which will reveal the 
compounds that cause the problem, then the experts 
will try and identify vyhat can be done. Let's hope 100 
best friends are prepared to tell a few home truths in 
the interests of medicine. 
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To join or not to join? 
Fingernails pay the price 


Diana, Princes of Wiles did it The singer Gloria Estefan boasted recently 
that she bad given it up, but Gordon Brown stffl does it to excess. 

The Chancellor's badly-bitten finger nails mark him out as as a man “out 
of control", according to one expert who was approached for comment 
on the subject yesterday. 

Amid the furore over the future of the pound and the whirl of accu- 
sations and counter-accusations about what Mr Brown's spin-doctors did 
or did not say, a really serious issue has emerged; why are the Chancel- 
lor s nails bitten to the quick? Is the man in charge of the nation’s finances 
suppressing rising feelings of panic by chewing off the ends of bis own 
fingers? The nation clearly deserves to be told. 

As Mr Brown launched a new electronic trading system for the Stock 
Exchange and failed again to explain the Government’s position oo the 
angle curreocy, the attention of some of the journalists present was clear- 
ly wandering. Wi thin hours, Cary 
Cooper, the ubiquitots professor 
of psychology from the Univer- 
sity of Manchester’s Institute of 
Science and Technology, bad 
been brought to the phone to ex- 
press his fears for the Chancellor. 

Confusion over the single 
market was pearly causing Mr 
Brown a great deal of anxiety, he 
told the Press Association. 

“It seems whatever he does or 
says he is damned. He is stuck in 
the middle of an awful mess and 
is trying to balance an enor- 
mous number of factors at once. 
Chewing nails is very common for 

people like him who feel stressed 
and out of control." 

Reaching for a bottle of foul- 
tasting paint-on repellent was not the answer, he added. The trouble was. 
the habit which had reduced Mr Brown's n ails to mere stubs was “a re- 
flection of stress and unhappiness.' 1 What be needed was a holiday. Giv- 
en that the Parliamentary recess ends next week, he seemed hi ghly unlikely 
to get one. Asked whether Mr Brown was “a man out of control,” the 
Chancellor's spokesman refused to co mm ent. Watch this space. 

— Fran Abrams 
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Mothers’ Union snubs Christine Hamilton 


CALLING ALL STUDENTS 


This Friday, The Independent wtD be 
publishing the first part of The 
Higher Educa t ion Guide, a direct 
and down to earth guide to the uni- 
versities and colleges yon may be 
applying for next year. 

Geared towards everyone plan- 
ning to go into higher education, 
as well as an aid for parents and 
careers advisers, the guide offers 


concise descriptions of universities 
and higher education colleges 
throughout Britain. It is distilled 
front The Student Book 1998, pub- 
lished by Thitman. 

The second part of the Guide 
will appear on Friday October 31. 
These dates replace those that we 
gave in the UCAN guide. 


First there was Mohamed Ai Fayed, then came Mar- 
tin Bell, and now Neil and Christine Hamilton are 
faring a opposition from a new quarter- The Moth- 
ers' Union.The organisation of Christian women, 
epitomising the values of middle England, almost 
achieved what so many others had failed to do, shut 
up Mis Hamilton. 

Just a few days before Mrs Hamilton was due to 
launch her Bumper Book of British Batdeaxes at the 
Mothers' Union premises, they decided it would not 
be “suitable”, effectively leaving her without a plat- 
form. Even a personal appeal by Mrs H amp ton failed 
to sway the MU. 

Eventually frantic last minute efforts by the pub- 
lishers, Robson Books, managed to secure an al- 
ternative venue for the launch tomorrow night- Both 
Mis Hamilton and her publishers are furious at what 
happened. 

The cancellation took place towards the end of 
last week. Neil Hamilton said yesterday: “Obviously 
we are not happy about it There is nothing in the 
book which could be deemed to be offensive or up- 
setting, quite the contrary. Christine went to sec them 
herself, to ask if she was the problem, and they said 


that was noL the case. I don't know if they have been 
nobbled or not, I have got no evidence to support 
that, but it docs seem very unfair". 

Charlotte Bush, of Robson Books, said: *T am 
absolutely furious. There was no justification for this. 
The cancellation look place at a very late stage, and 
it could have ruined everything". 

The Mothers' Union remained unrepentant. An 
executive, who refused to give her name, was 
adamant: “This simply was not suitable for us, we 
did not want that kind of publicity. When the pub- 
lishers made Lhe booking they did not say what it 
was for, and this is not the right venue for such a 
book”. 

The launch is going ahead at the St James's Court 
Hotel just a stone's throw from the offices of lob- 
byist Ian Greer, where Mrs Hamilton once woriced, 
and who could be said to be the author of some of 
her husband's misfortune. 

It is also near the Commons, where Mr Hamil- 
ton, in front of the privileges committee, last 
week accused Mr Fayed of breaking into Tiny Row- 
land’s safety deposit box at Harrods. 

— Kim Sengufrta 


The Cold War jackal calls it a day 
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THE ART OF 
AROMATHERAPY. 



Frederick Forsyth, the best-sell- 
ing writer known for his right-wing 
politics, announced yesterday that 
he is retiring from novel-writing. 

Forsyth, left, whose robust 
Cdd-Wir-era thriDens such as The 
Day of the Jackal and The Dogs 
of War powered him to the lop 
of the best-seller lists in the Sev- 
enties, has decided to concentrate 
on short stories, him scripts and 
journalism because, he says, 
there are no interesting plots left. 

Forsyth, said before he fin- 
ished his tenth novel. Icon, that 
it would fulfil his contractual obli- 
gations and so be his last. Thai 
novel has just been published and 
Forsyth confirmed yesterday that 
he will slick to his pledge unless 
exceptional circumstances made 
him to return to the genre: “1 do 
not want to write any mure 
political thrillers. Nothing else 
interests me. there are no other 
subjects that need to he covered 
- the Cold War is well over. 

“There would have to he a suv 
rylinc that grabl>cd me. wouldn't 
leave me alone and had to he 


7.30 FOR 8 


written, to persuade roe to return. 
But that's very unlikely." 

lastead, Forsyth's interests 
have been moving in the direc- 
tion of nationalist politics. He was 
last seen at a fringe meeting at 
the Conservative Party confer- 
ence in Blackpool speaking 
against a federal Europe. 

Last year, the novelist flirted 
with the fate Sir James Gold- 
smith’s Referendum Party but an- 
nounced just before the last 
election that he would vote for 
the Tories when he walked into 
the polling booth, despite feeling 
their policies on Europe were 
fatally flawed. Mr Forsyth also 
appeared as a defender of the 
Royal Family on Carlton Televi- 
sion's infamous and riotous tele- 
vised monarchy debate. 

Forsyth. 59, who is estimated 
to have sold over 50 million 
IxxiliK, told a Swedish newspaper 
that it was best lo quit while he 
was still reasonably successful: “A 
lot of guv’s retire when they are 
60. so why not me?" 

— Pouf McCann 
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Sports drinks ‘a waste of money* || 

Many stalled “sports” and “enetgr" 

laden soft drinks packed with a OKktad rf >d^v» 

19 teaspoons of sugar in a serving, whUemany ^ed aroS? 

an “energy rush", th e for 

£1.50 each,' are promoted as diet supplements for arhleto, . . 

out drinte ora part of a sports training 
despite high sugar levels in the drinks, only five gave “ 4 

i? tuhn.» mamr listed it simply as carbohydrate • - . 
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Britain’s car production up 

A total of 145^202 cars were made in the UK last month, compared with 
140,103 in September last year, the Office for National Statistics said yes- 
terday. The number made for export rose from 90,232 in September 1996 
lo 91,781 last month, while the number produced for the home market 
was up from 49,871 to 53,421. 

Commercial vehicles also had a good month, with production rising 
from 20,021 in September 1996 to 23,072 last month. 

EMPLOYMENI 

Offices suffering from brain drain 

Workers in some parts of Britain are less qualified than four years ago ; 
even though training is becoming increasingly important for office staff, 
a new report showed yesterday. 

Firms will employ fewer clerical and secretarial workers in future, but 
the number of highly qualified professional and technical staff will increase, 
according to research for the GMB general union. 

Most regions have workers with better qualifications than four years 
ago, but in four - Gwent, Cornwall and the Isles of Sciliy, Northumber- 
land and Central Scotland - staff are less qualified, the report found. The • 
fastest growth in qualifications has been in Hereford and Worcester. Berk- 
shire. the Isle of Wight, Dumfries and Galloway, Dyfed, Cambridgeshire 
and Shropshire. 

The highest level of qualifications were found in Lhe Lothian region 
of Scotland, followed by Surrey. Berkshire, Oxfordshire. Tayside, Grampian 
and Avon. The lowest levels were in Gwent, Mid Glamorgan, West Mid- 
lands, Essex, Lincolnshire, Norfolk, Gwyd, Cleveland and the Isle of Wight. 

The report was based on the number of workers with NVQ or SVQ m 
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Ualv (lira) 

2,746 

Australia (dollars) 

2.15 

Japan (yen) 

195.32 

Austria (schillings) 

19.70 

Malta (lira) 

0.61 

Belgium (francs) 

57.86 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.15 

Canada (S) 

2.21 

Norway (kroner) 

11 JO 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.82 

Portugal (escudos) 

283.88 

Denmark (kroner) 

10.74 

Spain (pesetas) 

236.06 

France (francs) 

9J9 

Sweden (kroner) 

12.13 

Germany (marks) 

2.SI 

Switzerland (francs) 

2J4 

Greece (drachmei) 

442.72 

Turkey (lira) 

278.177 

Hong Kong ($) 

12.22 

USA ($) 

1.59 

Ireland (punts) 

1.US 

Source: TTmius Cook 
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by Chris Priestley 


More and more people are coming to appreciate the 
benefits of aromatherapy. The use of essential oils to help calm 
stressed minds, relieve aching limbs and soothe suffering skin is 
becoming a vital part of our everyday routine. 

Harrods has one of the most extensive ranges of aromarherapy 
products and over the next two weeks will be offering selected gifts 
with purchases from Czech 8c Speake. Elemis. KristaJ. Origins. 
Aroma Therapeutics, Taylors of London, TLC and many more. 

\ isit the Fine Toiletries Room on the Ground Floor and discover 
the ancient but very modem art of aromatherapy. 

Fine Toiletries, Ground Floor. 
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Twitchers 
flock for a 
sight of Siberia 

Bird watchers gathering On the Dorset 
coast yesterday in the hope of seeing the rare 
Siberian mbythroat, which has been blown 
thousands of miles off course. 

A sighting on Sunday in a field near the 
Smugglers Inn in Osmington Mills near Wey- 
mouth sent twitchers scurrying to the south 
coast, but by mid- morning Hazel Millington 
of the Bird Information Service reported that 
there had been no sign of the bird. 

There has been just one previous sight- 
ing of this robin-like bird in Britain — on Fair 
Isle between Orkney and Shetland in 1975. 

East winds are thought to have drifted it 
to the UK after it lost its way while migrat- 
ing from Siberia to south east Asia. 

It is the most unusual of a spate of 
Siberian migrants which have turned up - 
mainly on Britain's east and south coasts over 
recent days - including yellow-browed 
Pallas's and Radde’s warblers. 

Photograph; Tom Pilscon 


Yemen points finger at Saudis over kidnappings 


Saudi Arabia is behind the 
^ddnapping of Henry Thompson, a 
British aid worker held by 
tribesmen in the mountains of 
Yemen, according to senior 
Yemeni officials. Patrick Cockbum 
reports from the capital, Sana’a, 
on the wave of kidnappings of 
foreigners - and why Saudi Arabia 
may wish to destabilise its 
southern neighbour. 

The kidnapping of Heniy Thompson last 
Wednesday as he drove through the cen- 
tral highlands of Yemen was a political act 
inspired by Saudi Arabia, Yemeni officials 
have told The Independent. They dismiss 
claims by the tribesmen, who have taken 
%4r Thompson to their stronghold south 
east of the capital, that they abducted him 
to draw attention to their social grievances. 

Dr Abdul Karim al-Eryani, the Foreign 
Minister of Yemen, a poor but populous 
country in the south of the Arabian penin- 
sula. says that the aim of the kidnapping 
of Mr Thompson, a 38-year-old specialist 


in water projects from Eastbourne, and 
more than 30 other foreigners this year, is 
to destabilise his country. He says that 
whenever Yemen seeks closer relations with 
a European country, one of their nation- 
als is immediately kidnapped. He points 
out that “a week after it was known that 
[Yemeni] President Saleh would make his 
first offidal visit to London on 11 No- 
vember, a Briton was kidnapped.” 

Diplomats in Sana'a are less certain that 
the kidnappers fine-tune their abductions, 
which have hitherto targeted visitors from 
France, Italy and Germany, to frustrate 
Yemen's search for potential allies. But they 
suspect that Saudi Arabia, which has long 
had strained relations with Yemen, does 
play a role in the kidnappings by funding 
the tribesmen who seize foreigners. One 
diplomat said: “It is not clear if this is of- 
ficial Saudi policy or the pet project of cer- 
tain Saudi princes." 

If Saudi Arabia has played a role in the 
kidnapping of Mr Thompson, it is likely to 
exacerbate ill feeling between Britain and 
the Saudis, with whom relations are already 
tense because of the trial of the two 
British nurses, Lucille McLauchlan and 
Deborah Parry, accused of murder. 



Dr Eryani, interviewed in the foreign 
ministry in Sana’a, says that the demands 
of the kidnappers for better water supply, 
a clinic and an improved road to their dis- 
trict are "camouflage' 1 . Asked if there was 
ary way of stepping the abductions, he said: 
“With external instigation what can we do?" 
He added that the tribesmen involved act 
as mercenaries, in the pay of the main 
Yemeni opposition group, the Mowj, 
which is supported by Saudi Arabia. 

Dr Eryani admits that he has no direct 
proof that the kidnappings are orchestrated 
by Saudi Arabia, but other offitials,.who 


wish to remain anonymous, say they have 
no doubts about Saudi support. One said: 
"If you ask any Yemeni politician or man 
in the street he will say that Saudi Arabia 
is behind ft." He added that the first kid- 
nappings of foreigners occurred in 1990 
when north and south Yemen first united. 

This was seen as a threatening devel- 
opment by Saudi Arabia, where policy to- 
wards Yemen is normally handled by 
Prince Sultan bin Abd aTAziz, the defence 
minister. In 1994, Prince Sultan led the way 
in supporting the secession of southern 
Yemen which was crushed by President 
Saleh in a brief civil war which left sever- 
al thousand dead. The long border between 
the two countries is also in dispute. 

Henry Thompson, an aid worker doing 
research for the Japan International Co- 
operation Agency, was seized by tribesmen 
of the Bani Zabyan tribe six days ago. 
Charles Thompson, speaking by phone 
from Britain, told The Independent that his 
brother bad been “an aid worker for the 
last five or 10 years. He has spent much 
time in Africa and worked for the Japan- 
ese for the last one and a half years." He 
returned from Yemen from seeing his fam- 
ily in Britain two weeks ago. When cap- 
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Henry Thompson: Missing aid worker 


tured be was driving with his Yemeni trans- 
lator on the main road, 60 miles south of 
Sana'a, when he is believed to have been 
stopped somewhere between the towns of 
Dhamar and Mahan 

He was then taken east, to the moun- 
tains south of the city of Marib, where gov- 
ernment control is particularly weak. As 
with previous kidnapping, the inferior min- 
istry in Sana’a immediately started nego- 
tiations and was reported to have 


“sealed-off the area". In practice this 
means that the government has pm znili- 
lary checkpoints on the very few roads in 
and out of the region. 

The Yemeni government, while private- 
ly convinced that Saudi Arabia is behind the 
kidnappings, also wants to play them down, 
in order not to frighten off tourists or lead 
to the withdrawal of foreign aid workers. 
Yemen’s 17 million people are among the 
poorest in the world, with a percapiia income 
of less than $500 a year. The economy has 
stagnated since the Saudis expelled 850.000 
Yemeni workers in 1990 because it consid- 
ered Yemen too sympathetic to Iraq. 

Last weekend, the Yemeni interior min- 
istry received a letter from Mr Thompson 
to his family saying he was “well treated, well 
fed and comfortable.” The ministry added 
its own gloss, that be was “in good health 
and enjoying himself. ” None of those kid- 
napped recently have been kHJed or injured, 
though tiie driver of a German doctor was 
killed earlier this month when three men 
tried to abduct her. Dr Eryani says he be- 
lieves that foreign governments recognise 
that what is happening “is a political act It 
is not a breakdown of law and order. Instead 
the object is to smear the country." 


Suicide rates at children’s homes 
ft were 19 times national average 


Suicide rates among 
young men who had 
been in care in North 
Wales children’s homes 
was 19 times the 
national average. Roger 
Dobson examines 
evidence drawn up for 
the tribunal of inquiry 
into the abuse scandal. 


search by an academic and 
ial services specialist also dis- 
rered that the rate for violent 
iths of people who had been 
the homes was seven times 
: norm. 

Tbeaaddeatal death rate was 
bt times higher than normal 
that age group, according to 
study of deaths of young 
jple who bad passed through 
care system in Clwyd. 

The analysis, compiled fry 
jfessor Colin Pritchard of 
nbanjptoo University and 
in J tilings, who led the first 
jor inquiry into abuse in 
vyd, looked at 13 deaths of 
mg men in Clwyd for their 


research. Nearly half the young 
men died in the early 1990s, at 
around the times of the coun- 
ci] and police investigations 
into abuse and the subsequent 
court cases. 

The analysis by Professor 
Pritchard and Mr Jfllings, which 
has been sent to the North 
Wales tribunal, looked at a 
number of deaths of young 
people and compared that with 
what would be expected in a 
similar population. They took 
into account the population . 
and -throughput of children’s 
homes and the time span. 

It is not dear whether the ev- 
idence will be admitted to the 
tribunal headed by a High 
Court judge: Sir Ronald Wa- 
terhouse. A spokesman for the 
inquiry said lak night “Wfe lave 
the details arid theywfll be con- 
sidered in due course. We can- 
not at this stage say whether or 
not it will be admitted as evi- 
dence”. 

What they found was that 
the sakade rate was 19 times the 
national averageand the analy- 
sis says that in order to err on 
the side of caution, the Owyd 


data was compared with the 
male suicide and morality fig- 
ures from 1992, a year which 
had the highest rate of male sui- 
cides in the last 30 years. 

An increased suicide rate is 
often seen as an indicator of 
abuse as well as depression and 
anxiety. In the early 1990s, 
young men were beginning to 
disclose in detail what had 
happened to them in care. 

The analysis is based on 13 
deaths of men aged 16 to 34, 
seven of whom killed them- 
selves. In a comparable popu- 
lation, averaged for England 
and Wiles, the number of ex- 
pected deaths would have been 
only two. 

The incidence of accidental 
death was around eight times 
the norm, according to the 
analysis, believed to be the 
first of its kind. 

The report says: “The results 
are stark and suggest that esx- 
Owyd people were a highly vul- 
nerable special population. It 
should also be remembered 
that the act of suicide is itself 
but the tip of an iceberg which 
reflects the extreme of a con- 


tinuum of misery experienced 
by many of the former chil- 
dren.” 

It is thought that the death 
toll among people who have 
been in the care system in both 
Clwyd and Gwynedd over the 
last two decades is now around 
20. Most died in unusual cir- 
cumstances and some had 
made allegations of abuse. 

The first recorded death 
was in 1975, when a teenager 
reportedly slipped on ice and 
fell from a railway bridge. The 
second death came when a 16- 
year-old from the same home 
- killed himself There followed 
a succession of cases, inducting 
a young man who drowned off 
a pier in North Wiles, a second 
drowning, two hangings a fire 
death, a drug overdose and a 
death through solvent abuse. 

In the 1990s, there were 
more suicides and deaths in- 
cluding an apparent drug over- 
dose and alcohol misuse. 

It is not clear how many of 
those who died had made alle- 
gations of abuse, but some are 
known to have made such 
complaints. 
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Lottery cash clears way 
for museum redesign 




A £l5.75m grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund yesterday 
takes the British Museum to 
within striking distance of ttie 
£IOOm it needs for the ambitious 
Great Court scheme. Stephen 
Goodwin looks at the finished 
design for the ‘hidden courtyard* 
and the future of the historic 
Round Reading Room. 


Scaremongering visions of school children 
chomping their crisps and sandwiches in 
the Round Reading Room once used by 
Marx and George Bernard Shaw were put 
to flight yesterday with confirmation that 
the domed room will become a public li- 
brary. 

The Reading Room doses at the end 
of this week as part of the British Libraiy's 
move from the museum in Bloomsbury to 
St Pancras. When the Great Court project 
is completed - by 2001 , all being well- the 
Reading Room will reopen as a place of 
study housing a reference library special- 
ising in cultures represented in the muse- 
um. While at present admission is restricted 
to ticket holders, in future the library will 
be open to all museum visitors. 

The upper walls of the Reading Room 
will be lined with books from the museum’s 
own collections, while shelves at ground- 
floor level will contain a reference library 
of some 25,000 books funded by the Paul 
Hamlvn Foundation. 


More radical changes will take place be- 
yond the Reading Room. The drum-like 
building stands in the centre of the 2 -acre 
Great Court. Designed in 1823 by Robert 
Smirke in the Greek revival style, this 
elegant space at the heart of the museum 
effectively vanished with the completion of 
the Reading Room 24 years later. 

Under architect Sir Norman Foster’s 
scheme, the “book stacks” - ugly post-war 
bunkers - that fill the space around the 
Reading Room will be demolished and a 
vaulted glass canopy constructed over the 
liberated courtyard. 

“The impact of this scheme could he as 
significant as the Pyramid at the Louvre,” 
Lord Rothschild, c hairman of the Heritage 
Lottery Fund said as he disclosed the 
£15.75m grant With £3 Dm from the Mil- 
lennium Commission and £40m from pri- 
vate sources already secured, the museum 
is confident It can raise the full £97m cost 

The HLF money is earmarked for' a 
Centre for Education within space exca- 
vated beneath the courtyard and restora- 
tion of the Reading Room. A large 
dedicated schools area - including some- 
where for children to eat those packed 
lunches - two auditoriums and five semi- 
nar rooms will be included. 

People pressure is the British Museum's 
big problem. It was built for 100,000 visi- 
tors a year and admits almost 7 milli on. Yet 
it has a front boll of only 270 sq metres com- 
pared to 3,500 sq metres at the Louvre in 
Paris, catering for 4.7 milli on visitors, and 
2^500 sq metres at the Metropolitan in New 
York, with 4.7 million visitors. 



An aerial view (top) and the glazed over interior of 
Foster & Partners* scheme for the Great Court of the 
British Museum 
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Police officers named in 
‘drug confessions’ inquiry 

, * -no the Home Sectary ibr 

der^oodtu have been mad^A u* ^ to alio? tbemjp 

small number of other officers officfirs more easily. , y . 

are also believed to be underm- ^ suspended- men m 

■ oM»rp. named vestav 


The suspension of two 
detectives following 
allegations of proriding 
drugs for ‘confessions’ . 
could lead to the 
re-examination of 
hundreds of criminal 


Cb V**— , . 

eaisoDeuevcuivuw.' The suspended- “ 

vestigadon. . Cleveland were named yeste^ 

If the drugs claims are ^ Detective Consta&e 
proved, dozens °^ oav ?^° Brendan Whitehead, 30, wfio 
involving “taint etT evident ^ Blair dunng fas 

would collapse. An internal visit, and Detecting 

<• * /nmwn tav the in - F _ . aiim " " 


i Correspondent 
says that some cases 
could be overturned 


The two officers at the centre 
of the inquiry were named yes- 
terday at the police force which 
has adopted a tough “zero-tol- 
erance’' policy towards crime. 

One of the officers briefed 
Tony Blair about the US-Style 
policing strategy when he visit- 
ed the Cleveland force in Mid- 
dlesbrough during the general 
election campaign. 

The officers have been sus- 
pended following an under- 
cover police inquiry, called 
“Operation Lancet”. The alle- 
gations include that drug-ad- 


SS^nbythe^ 
convictions. Jason Benneaot V^cpendent Police Complain® officers were kfentf^T ~ 

Crime Correspondent Authority, is believed to beg®- . ^ behind the forte’s 

■ ingbacKaynarandba^ 

to examining up to 500 cases- SuperinteTJ deivt Ray Mantra, ; 

■ The Crown Prosecution Ser- Chief Constable 

vice is reviewing every. rase Bmns trom. 

that the suspended ^ Bninstrom said: TWe .. 

have been involved in for “ e ^ foUow ^ evidence -whef- 

past 12 months. ever that leads- The inquiiy has 

Some criminals who hadad- on for some months 

mitted offences bave^alr^dy j^tves a number of jJeo- ' 

.been freed because dieir evi- 3^00 we have taken 

deuce was no longer considered P ^ ^cation that the public . 

ttae 3S several - ..... 

Mr MalJon said: ^ve have 
zero tolerance for lazy, indisca- 
plined officers, and any officer 
involved in any criminal con- . ' 
ducL There is no need to break 


uiu l on - — c» 

vesriga tions into alleged cor- 
niption at Scotland Yard. In one 
case, involving allegations of 
bribes and drugs money, a for- 

uperauun ljuicci . i u C «*w- mer police officer is offeringto ltje reisiiu new* iu mou 

gations include that drug-ad- inform on ex-coil eagu^ ^ the rules. Eveiy officer mCJeve-- 
dicted inmates were given Paul Condon, Metropob po- Constabulary is account- 
heroin m exchange for making lice commissioner, has sai a bi e for what he or she does- 

confcssions to previous crimes, the force contains a ^signifiam knows the dlffer- 

Allegations of assault against minority” of corrupt officers^ right and wrong.’J| 

the wo officers are also un- Chief constables are press- ence between nga ^ 


Fresh evidence found |n 
Han ratty case 


Previously undiscovered information has 
shed new light on the case of Janies Han- 
ratty, who was hanged for murder 35 years 
ago, MPs were told yesterday. 

Sir Frederick Crawford, the chairman 
of the C riminal Cases Review Commission, 
set up to investigate alleged miscarriages 
of justice, said a decision on whether to re- 
fer the case to the Court of Appeal would 
be made within months. 

Giving evidence to the Commons Horae 
Affairs Committee after the CCRC’s first 
six months in operation. Sir Frederick said 
that case workers were making a “very in- 
tensive effort" on the Hanratty case and 
had been “dredging up a lot of informa- 
tion not found previously*. 

Hanratty was convicted of the so-called 
“Afi murder” of Michael Grcgsten. 36, who 
was shot dead on 22 August, 1961, after be- 
ing disturbed in a Berkshire cornfield dur- 
ing a tryst with his lover, Werie Stone. The 
gunman forced the couple to drive to Dead- 
man’s Hill, south of Bedford where he 
killed Mr Grcgsten. 

Miss Storie, 22 , was raped shot and left 
for dead but survived and although paral- 
ysed from the waist down, went on to give 
evidence against Hanratty. 

Campaigners claim this evidence, which 
was based largely on her memory of the 


Trimble leads 
Unionists out 
of talks 

Ulster Unionists clashed with 
the Irish government at the 
peace talks in Belfast yesterday. 

The party withdrew from the 
north-south strand of negotia- 
tions in a row over the Repub- 
lic’s territorial claim over 
Northern Ireland. 

David Trimble (pictured) 
and his team left the mom af- 
ter they claimed that David An- 
drews. the Irish foreign affairs 
minister, had failed to give a 
commitment lo changing Arti- 
cles Two and Three of the Re- 
public’s constitution whieh 
claims jurisdiction. 


tone of voire used by her killer before he 
shot her, would not now be accepted by a 

court. _ 

Sir Frederick said the CCRC was close 
to completing its review of the case of 
Derek Bentley, hanged in 1952 for the mur- 
der of a policeman shot dead by bis 16-year- 
old accomplice, Christopher Craig. 

He said they were awaiting the full 
House of Lords ruling on the case of 
teenager Philip English, who was cleared 
earlier this year of the murder of a police 
sergeant by an accomplice while he was un- 
der arrest 100 yards away, before deliver- 
ing their final ruling. 

During the hearing. Sir Frederick also 
admitted to MPs that he had not declared 
that he was a freemason when he was in- 
terviewed for the £ 88 , 000 -a-year post of 
chairman. He insisted, however, that 
CCRC members should only be obliged to 
declare a conflict of interest if they were 
involved in reviewing a case involving an- 
other freemason. 

The committee chairman, Labour MP 
Chris Mullin, who was heavily involved in 
the campaign to dear the Birmingham Six, 
said that there had been a lot of freema- 
sons in Birmingham involved in “ob- 
structing the truth” in that case. 

— Ion Burrefl 


if 



But Mr Andrews said 
afterwards: “We can make no 
commitment until wc get down 
1,1 ihe nitty-gritty of 
negotiations." 

He added: “Of course Arti- 
cles Two and Three will be dis- 
cussed during the substantive 
element uf these talks.” 


Pro-Life appeal rejected 

The anti-abortion party, the Pro-Life Alliance, yesterday lost its 
appeal for a judicial review of ihe BBC's censorship of its gen- 
eral election broadcast. 

The BBC cut scenes from the broadcast because claiming it 
was “totally unacceptable on taste and decency grounds" and would 
not he broadcast “under any circumstances and at any time”. 

Peter Duffy QC, representing the Alliance, said a judicial re- 
view was needed because ihe film was cut for political reasons 

However, Master of the Rolls Lord Woolf said that what the 
BBC broadcasts is covered by its Royal Charter. The courts could 
sometimes give guidance but not in this case, and he refused to 
overturn a previous decision not io allow a judicial review 

Barclays hit by second strike 

Leaders of thousands of staff at &irclays Bank will decide dur- 
ing this week whether to call further strikes following sionoaces 
yesterday and last Friday. h 

Leaders of Barclays staff union UNiFI and the Banking In- 
surance and Finance Union declared that 300 branches shut yes- 
terday, that disruption was widespread and more employees went 
on strike than on Friday. Management counterclaimed IhatsuD- 
pon for the industrial aetion waned and that only 176 branches 
closed. Both unions are protesting over the introduction of a per- 
formance-related pay system which they claim would freeze the 
salaries of some 25.000 employees. The bank says the figure is 
inaccurate and that it is simply trying to reward hard work. 

— Borne Clement, Labour Editor 


Doctors in 
campaign to 
target flu jabs 


Among the vast majority of em- 
ployees who call in sick, the 
“flu” is how they invariabfy dev 
scribe a bad cold. But yesterday V 
health worker's were asked to 
spearhead a major campai gn to 
encourage those really at risk 
to obtain fln jabs. 

The campaign, part of Na- 
tional Flu Awareness Week, is 
an attempt to reduce predict- 
ed pressure on the NHS in the 
coming months. 

"The British Medical Asso- 
ciation is very concerned about 
the effect of widespread flu on ■ 
health services this winter,” 
Dr John Chisholm, chairman of 
the general medical services 
committee of the BMA, said 
yesterday. 

“Those who do not need ftn A 
immunisation should make, 
sure they have over-the-counter 
medicine at home to treat their 
cold and flu symptoms.” 

Only about half of those 
most at risk from influenza re- 
ceive the vaccinations, although 
the uptake has been increasing 
each year. High-risk group 6 
include the elderly, and people 
with chronic heart or respira- 
tory disease, kidney feflure, di- 
abetes, and weak immune - 
systems and government health 
ejqpcrts want to ensure that this 
year’s million available do* 
es of vaccine are given to peo- 
ple who need them. 

The vaccine has been pro- 
traced to cope with the three flu 
expected to be cireulat- : 
jng this winter - “Wuhan". 
B^jern and “Beijing". 

. e British epidemic 
w j as ’ n 1989 when 29,000 peo- 
5 ® ? ,ed ‘ J p normal years, the 
tejth rate is between 3.000 and 
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campaign- 
target flu f 


.Cervical smear testing 
faces a national shake-up 
|i aft®*" an independent 
inquiry found “serious 
failings” in a Kent 
hospital which had to 
recall more than 90 t 000 
women for screening. 

* Glenda Cooper, Social 
Affairs Correspondent, 
examines a report which 
makes uncomfortable 
reading for the NHS. 


A damning report into Britain’s 
biggest smear test scare, where 
five women are known to have 
died, has found “serious fail- 
ings” in the treatment patients 
received. 

Of the 91,000 women who 
were recalled in February 1996, 
9 it was found 1,800 had been giv- 
en the all-dear when they in fact 
showed signs of problems, and 
333 were found to need urgent 
treatment Some of the women 
needing to be recalled for 
screening have not yet been 
found 

Cancer of the cervix is the 
fifth most common cancer 
among woman. The NHS 
screening programme was set 
up in 1988, and women aged be- 
tween 20 and 64 are called for 
a cervical smear every three to 
five years. Since it was set up, 
deaths have fallen by a third 

But the independent inquiry 
. found the screening process at 
* Kent and Canterbury Hospitals 
NHS This! was characterised by 
poor and confused manage- 
ment understaffing, poor train- 
ing and breakdown in working 
relationships. 

Tbeftf'aiso appeared to be 
a remoteness and lade of in- 
terest in tbe cytology screening’ 
programme % its consultants 
and the inquiry also said there , 
was no clear line of account- 
ability. It disclosed that re- 
peated warnings about the 
problems had gone went un- 
ooticed for several years. 

No disciplinary action has 
I been taken against any staff. 

An independent inquiry was 
ordered after an internal report 
played down the number of 
women affected, and in the in- 
quiry’s words, was “disingenu- 
ous” and “economical with the 
truth”. 

“I have been forcibly struck 
... by 'tbe different ways in 
which the introduction of the 
internal market ... exacerbated 
an already weak situation,” 
said Sir William Wells, chair- 
man of tbe South Thames NHS 
Reg ion, who headed the in- 
I quiiy. 

No clinical director of 


pathology was appointed for 
two and a half years, and the re- 
view team concluded that this 
was because the Trust was de- 
termined to recruit the rlinirai 
’director at nearby Tbanet to im- 
prove their competitive posi- 
tion. And when a letter from 
Director Healthcare NHS Trust 
raised a number of concerns, it 
was dismissed as part as a long- 
running “turf war". 

The report called for a 
shake up of die NHS cervical 
screening programmes. It de- 
manded improvement in stan- 
dards and quality control and 
the introduction of new national 
guidelines for inquiries and rc- 
screening exercises. 

In response, the Govern- 
ment promised swift action. 
The health minister Baroness 
Jay said: “ 1 am dismayed by the 
litany of management weak- 
nesses, unheeded warnings and 
poor quality control systems de- 
tailed in the report. The failures 
in the cervical screening service 
were completely unacceptable.” 

She said that, at a national 
level, the issues raised had to 
be considered “very carefully”. 

Kent and Canterbury hos- 
pital yesterday welcomed Sir 
William's review, describing it 
as “fair and accurate”, and 
apologised again to the women 
and families involved. 

1 b make sure there are no 
further errors, women who had 
smear tests at the hospital be- 
tween January and May 1996 
are to be rescreened. 

Sarah Harman, a solicitor 
and the sister of the Secretary 
of State for Social Security, 
Harriet Harman, is co-ordi- 
nating claims by more than 70 
women. She said that the full 
extent of tbe misreporting 
would never be known. Many 
woman bad been' seriously 
damaged, but were having to 
take the cases to court be- 
cause the hospital had not ad- 
mitted liability. 

“This is not just a legal mat- 
ter but a moral matter," she 
added. “It has been a disaster 
for women's health.” Of the 333 
“high risk” women, 10 have not 
been traced The hospital has 
admitted liability in three of the 
five deaths under investigation 
and has admitted misreporting 
in 25 cases. 

Of the three consultants in- 
volved, two no longer work for 
the NHS. Concerns about their 
performance have been re- 
ferred to the Royal College of 
Pathologists and the General 
Medical Council. The trust 
chairman, James Bird, took 
early retirement in June and the 
chief executive, Edward Pear- 
son, stepped down at the same 
time. 

Calpol dangers, page 16 



‘I was 33. I didn’t expect 
to be told I had cancer’ 


. went for my smears as I was told 

when I was told to and they were 
ed OK." says Helen Palmer. “Now they say 

” -.v they’re not responsible. So who else is re- 

- Helen was only 33 when her cervical 

- cancer was diagnosed. She had gone 

. smears in 1989 and 1990. Neither 

thrown op anything untoward. 

' ' She had had two children - Liam, now 

aged 5, and Hannah, now aged 3, and so 

- - in December 1995 she went to see a 

naccologist about being sterilised. It was 
only then that a test revealed the cancer. 

“That was a Wednesday. On the Sat- 
uiday I got a letter saying it was urgent and 

I they arranged another appointment," die 

said. “I was devastated. I was only 33 

^ didn’t expect to be told that 1 had cancer. 

&e It was so difficult for me and my husband, 

jpl/ JF™ We had been considering whether 

g j£: ■ have any more children but that decision 

r was taken away from us. 

1 . 'JV “My husband and I bad our own fears 

Compensation fights Helen Palmer , who was diagnosed with cancer at 33 Photograph: Nicola Kurtz that we couldn’t discuss with one anoth- 


er. I didn't want to die. I bad two small chil- 
dren that I wanted to see grow up. I had 
to live for my kids. It sounds dramatic to 
say it but it just didn't seem right. 

After biopsies confirmed the cancerous 
cells, Helen bad tbe tumour removed and 
a full hysterectomy. “I was in shock because 
it all happened so quickly.” 

The two smears which bad been seen 
as normal were rescreened. One was 
found to be highly abnormal, the other se- 
verely abnormal. “It was bad enough, but 
to be told it could have been picked up in 
the first place was terrible. 

Kent and Canterbury have denied lia- 
bility so far in Helen’s case, because she 
was referred to Margate Hospital for her 
hysterectomy. “But if they are not re- 
sponsible, who is?” she says. 

She still has check-ups every three 
months, but is well at the moment. “The 
week before I go I can't sleep because I'm 
thinking what they are going to say - is the 
cancer going to have come "back?" 

— Glenda Cooper 
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Brown promises 
to come clean 
in the Commons 


Gordon Brown will move to end 
uncertainty over the single 
currency next week. In a 
Commons statement he will 
specify how many years It will be 
before Britain is ready for the 
single currency. Diane Coyle and 
Anthony Bevins report on City and 
Westminster turmoil. 


The OwmceUar yesterday stressed the need 
for a period of stability, even as he paid 
the price in the financial markets for the 
weekend's uncertainty over the future of 

■ sterling. The City called it “Brown Mon- 
day”. As the Chancellor switched on a new 
trading system at the Stock Frchang^ the 
screen behind him turned red as share 
prices dived thanks to confusion about the 
Government’s policy oh Economic and 
Monetary Union (Emu). 

Shares later recovered bat, to the dis- 
tress of exporters, the pound ended near- 
ly four pfennigs higher against the German 

mark, at DM2.89. Mr Brown told BBC ra- 
dio: “People have got & right to expect that 
after any announcement is made, there is 

■ a period of stability and not continued un- 
certainty,’' He would not say how long this 
would be, saying he would make his an- 
nouncement to Parliament 

But Treasury sources said his statement 
would fix a number of years for assess ing 
whether F.mu membership was in Britain’s 
interest. This would be linked to the par- 
liamentary timetable and, after informal 
briefing? at the weekend, looks sure to be 
after the next election. ' 

City analysts put blame for the confu- 
sion on the Government’s apparent deci- 
sion to put off the Emu choice until after 
the election, reversing indications that it 
was in favour of early entry. The immedi- 
ate victim of the raw could be Charlie Whe- 
lan, the Chancellor’s forceful special 
adviser, whose public profile could be con- 
siderably reduced. 

On Friday night he was overheard 
briefing reporters over his mobile phone 
from a Whitehall pub, that the Chancel- 
lor was ruling out single-currency mem- 
bership for the lifetime of the current 
Parliament Yesterday the Chancellor and 


the Prime Minister’s office refused to say 
any such thing. The Independent has also 
been told that regular media briefings by 
Alastair Campbell, the Prime Minister’s 
chief press secretary, could go on the 
record, jettisoning the traditional form of 
unattxibutable “lobby” briefing. Tfeasmy 
advisers are also considering giving on-the- 
record briefings. 

They could help defuse the charge that 
the Government's message is being deliv- 
ered by shadowy spin-doctors who cannot 
be held to account for cootrajdictions. Clear- 
ly angered impress coverage nxwingfinom 
initial speculation about early entry into 
a single currency, the Independent report 
of a Downing Street split, and the week- 
end block on membership for at least an- 
other four years, the Prime Minister's office 
had little to add yesterday. 

But a Treasury source said the Chan- 
cellor’s eventual Commons statement 
would also spell oat the results of a Trea- 
sury study on economic implications of 
membership, and whether British entry 
would satisfy the five tests the Chancellor 
has laid down. These are the likely impact 
of joining the single currency on jobs, in- 
vestment and the financial-services industry, 
the flexibility of the member economies, 
and the extent to which Britain's business 
cycle had converged with the Continent. 

The Chancellor will also tell MPswhat 
the Government plans to do to help the 
economy converge with other European 
economies. The Treasury study points to 
key differences such as the structure of the 
UK bousing market, which is much more 
sensitive than others to movements in short- 
term interest rates. 

Mr Brown is keen to avoid the finan- 
cial markets taking the view that the Gov- 
ernment's policy is to “wait and see”, 
because that would leave the pound vul- 
nerable to constant Emu rumours. Peter 
Liliey, shadow chancellor, said Mr Brown 
had not made the situation dearer. “He’s 
made confusion worse confounded,” he 
said. 

“The basic problem is that he has not 
followed his own advice and kept quiet un- 
til he had something to say to Parliament, 
where he can be held accountable and sub- 
ject to' scrutiny.” 

Comment, page 21 
The markets’ verdict, page 22 


Debacle takes shine off Labour’s image in Europe 


The Government's messy 
apparent decision not to 
sign up to the euro until 
after the next election 
castadoud over the 
Prime Minister’s meeting 
with Chancellor Kohl 
yesterday. As Rupert 
ComweS explains, one 
thing is dean New 
Labour's European 
honeymoon is over. . 


In public, predictably, Helmut 
Kohl and anotiieryiating leader 
from the European Union, 
Prime Minister Paavo Lipponea 
of Finland, were at pains to avoid 
throwing foci on the flames of 
the new omtKwersy over British 
membership of the single cur- 
rency, daring their separate 
talks with Mr Blair. 

“Britain must make np its 
mind what it wants, this is a do- 
mestic decision for the British,” 
German officials said, refusing 
to be drawn on the d£b&de of 
the Gordon Brown interview, as 
the Chancellor spent half the day 
cloistered with the Prime Min- 
ister, Tbny Blair, in the seclusion 
of Chequers. But they empha- 
sised Bonn’s position remains 
that the sooner the British join, 
the better. 

In a sense, Mr Brown's week- 
end “clarification” of Britain’s 
stance changes nothing for the 
Europeans, since almost no- 
one expected the UK to join in 
the first wave, and few put much 
faith in British membership very 
soon thereafter. 

Outwardly only sorrow dis- 
turbs the calm. “Britain has a 
long history of hesitancy in its re- 
lations with Europe,” said one 
Bonn diplomat, pointedly re- 
calling Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kmfcel's recent remark that it 
was better to board a train than 
to chase it after it had left the 
station. 

“We fully understand 
Britain's problems,” Mr Uppo- 
nen told reporters, before warn- 
ing that countries which 
shunned the euro might find 
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themselves at a disadvantage 
in Europe's deliberations: 
“If you’re not in the ‘in’ group, 
it’s bound to affect your 
position.” 

And that may be about to 


happen. In a little noticed move 
last week, France and Germany 
agreed to set up a group ofeuro- 
fcone finance ministers, who 
would meet before regular 
monthly gatherings of the foil IS 


EU ministers (Ecofin). Techni- 
cally these meetings would be in- 
formal, with no decision-ma kin g 
powers. 

In practice however, the new 
body could become highly in- 


fluential- Although Itai5^aams 

!— Ksrss- 

Britain could find itself con- 
demned to a minority on toy*; 

sues, before a vote of the full 15 

is even taken. . 

At the very least, the 
Labour government’s claims to 
be a leader in Europe have 
been undermined by its con- 
tortions on the euro. And Irf it 
becomes too aSS ® rt J7 e > 
Britain's partners could find 
sorrow at Britain’s failure to 
join up turning to_ irritation, 
even anger. 

An early test wBl come at nest 

month’s employment summit 
in Luxembourg, aimed at re- 
ducing the ELTs present jobless 
total of 18 million. 

After Britain’s thumbs- 
down, for the immediate future 
at least, to the most far reach- 
ing EU initiative for a genera- 
tion, the last thing other 

European countries will want to 
hear are lectures from London 
about the superiority of 
Britain’s flexible employment 
practices to the rigid, over-ex- 
pensive Labour market on the 
continent. 

A further test will come in the 

first half of 1998, when the UK 
takes its turn to hold the presi- 
dency of the Union. This peri- 
od co-inodes with key decisions 
for the single currency in which 
Britain {dans to take no part. Mr 

Lipponen felt obliged to ex- 
press his “foil confidence” in the 
ability of Britain to pretide over 
the EU at this crucial stage. 
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The Chancellor can’t 
lower your mortgage rate, 
but Direct Line can. 



Now chat the Bank of England sets interest rates the Chancellor can’t reduce your monthly mortgage 
repayments. But Direct Line can. 

As the table shows our variable rate mortgage could save you almost £50* per month. 
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Schools in poor areas must 
set high literacy targets 


Schools and local * 

education authorities in 
depr fved areas will no 

longer be able to plead 

poverty as an excuse for 
low achievement, 

Stephen Byers, the 

schools minister, said 
yesterday. Judith Judd , 
Education Editor, 
reports on the latest 
initiative to raise 

standards. 


All local education authorities 
musi set new literacy targets 
within a month, the Govern- 
ment announced yesterday. 

The strategy is part of the 
Government's drive to ensure 
that 80 per cent of 1 1-year-olds 
reach the required standard 
within the lifetime of this 

Pariiarnent. 

Ttae worst performing au- 
thorities will be expected to 
bring at least 70 percent of then- 
pupils up to the standard and 
those performing best wQI be 
expected to reach around 90 per 
cent 

Authorities are being given 
a proposed range for their tar- 
gets. North Tyneside, at present 
at 63 per cent, must aim for be- 


tween SI per cent and 86 per 
cent The east London bor- 
oughs of Newham and Tbwer 
Hhmfefc, cunentfy under 50 per 
cent, must aim for a minimum 
of 70 per cent 

Bach authority wQI have to 
publish its target, which wflj be 
agreed with the Government 
Next term, councils will have to 
help schools set their own tar- 
gets which will also be published. 

Mr Byers told a London 
conference of local authority 
representatives: “There will be 
no hiding place for under-per- 
formance. Parents have a right 
to know what is expected from 
their own local authority. 

“■‘From now on poverty will 
be no excuse for failure. We will 
not use the percentage of chil- 
dren receiving free school 
meals as a reason for lowering 
standards. Instead, it will be a 
reason for support in order to 
meet challenging targets.'’ 

Schools will get extra mon- 
ey from a £50m standards fund 
for classroom assistants and to 
update teachers’ skills. 

Authorities will have to in- 
clude their targets in education 
development plans which will 
became compulsoiy under a Effll 
to be introduced next month. 
The Secretary of State for Ed- 
ucation will have power to veto 
plans which do not offer suffi- 


ers said that the Government 
was particularly keen to chal- 
lenge those schools where 
around three-quarters of 

pjupilsreaditherequiredley^ 
el, but which had improved fit- 
tie for several years. 

He sakfc *Tt may be more dif- 
ficult io identify those schools 
with rcfatwefy gpod resuHswbich 
oouJd stretch their pupils a good 
deal further, the schools whifti 
axe coasting and may be com- 
placent” He named H jgfr 
Greave Junior Schocd in Rother- 
ham and Our Lady of Dolours 
Primary School in Westminster 
as schools which bad already 
passed the 80 per cent target 
even though half their pupils axe 
on free school meals. 

Graham Lane, chairman of 
Newham’s Education Com- 
mittee and chairman of the Lo- 
cal Government Association's 
Education Committee said 
Newham’s test results had im- 
proved from 37 per cent at the 
required standard last year to 
4$ per cent this year. Fifty per 
cent of pupils in the borough 
are on free school meals. 

He welcomed the plan: “It 
is essential we get up to 70 per 
cent We want to be in the 90s. 
Our young people have to be 
able to compete with the rest 
of Europe." 




Student killed 
by rooftop fajfl 


An j[8-year-old 

thought to have tumbledfour 

storeys to his deatMwo^eks 

byaporterat Queens' Col^ 

gjbridge, early yestenhy. 

morning- . . „ 1 . 

police, who are ti^ng tp 


trace me ocwj 

they arc not ’ 

as suspicious. 


mature; uk^*,**- — / , , . 

England, will probably be 
named today. '7 

_ _ T11.IW dv> iVHlNK 


buisar, said that some of tbp 

dead man's possessions i were 

found on the roof of the hall of 
he lived. Cnpqs 


Court, which houses about 170 


“We don’t knew what foe cir- 
cumstances of the fah were,” 
saidDr Whiter- “As far as we are 


Talking arts The model Sopite DaM in Conversation Places by the conceptual artist Nina Saunders at the ICAyert*rday. 
It is one of five works -which will appear in advertisements for Ofl of Ulay this week Photograph: Rui Xavier 


Ttoo weeks ago. a 
student died falling from a 
drainpipe at King’s School, Ely. 


Prescott and Brown clash over Tube funding 


London's dilapidated Tube Is desperately short of 
cash. Gordon Brown wants to privatise it, but John 
Pre sc ott would rather not. Rondeep Romesfi on a bust 
up between two of the biggest guns In the Cabinet. 
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On Friday, Cabinet ministers 
received a letter outlining Mr 
Prescott's options for the TUbe. 
On the same day they woke up 
to find a story planted by the 
Treasury in the Financial Times 
saying that the Deputy Prime 
Minister wanted to hive off the 
Thbe’s tunnels and tracks on a 
long lease but with ownership 
returning to the state. 

In fact, Mr Prescott has not 
made up his mind - apart from 
ruling out a total seli-off The 
problem is that toe Tbbe, which 
ferries more than L6m people 
every day, is Caning apart and 
in dire need of a cash infection. 
Tb halt any decline it requires 
roughly £700m a year. This 
year, it is short by £150m - be- 
cause of cost overruns on the 
Jubilee Line Extension which 
links Docklands to the west 

Mr Prescott is still keen on 
changing the Treasury rules so 
that any borrowing by London 
Underground would not be in- 


cluded in the public sector bor- 
rowing requirement. Both he 
and Mr Brown, the Chancellor, 
^Ttyhangerl “frank but cordial” 
comments last week. The two 
department’s junior ministers 
have not been so restrained. Fur 
has flown between AHstair Dar- 
ling, Chief Secretary to the 
Treasury, and Richard Cabora. 
a minister of state under Mr 
Prescott, about spending limits. 

The Treasury is unmoved. 
With hospitals and schools 
soaking up almost all the spare 
cash, Mr Prescott commis- 
sioned a study by Price Water- 
house into ways of funding the 
TUbe. The results were sur- 
prising. It concluded that after 
the Jubilee extension was com- 
pleted the network could run 
without “virtually any subsidy". 

It is understood that the re- 
port assumes an increase in pas- 
senger numbers and fare rises 
of 1 per cent above inflation. It 
adds that if companies took a 


stake by 1999, then no more 
subsidy would be required toan 
is costed for currently. ^ 

This date is important. Leg- . 
Sslation is unlikely until late 
1998 meaning that any any. 
“new Tube" would only appear 
in 1999 at the earliest 

One option does propose a 
“concession" to the private 
sector. After the trade company 
was returned to the state, the 
companies which had taken a 
stake would be able to charge 
the public train companies for 
the work done. 

Other options include 
bundling together the track 
and the trains and selling a 
stake in each line or groups of 
imas to the private sector. 

Ministers are aware that# 
privatisation of fbe TUbe is a po- 
litical bomb. Sr George Young, 
the former transport secretary, 
privately told senior Tube man- 
agers that toe Conservatives 
had got toe sell-off “wrong". 


DAILY POEM 


The New Colossus 


By Emma Lazarus 


Not like the brazen pant of Greek fame, 

With conquering limbs astride from land to land; 
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand 
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame 
Is the imprisoned titftining, and ha- name 
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand 
Glows worid-wide welcome; her nuld eyes command 
7he a fr-bridged harbour that twin tides frame. 

“Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp !” cries she 
With sileru Ups. "Give me your tired, your poor, 

Jbur huddled masses yearning to breathe free. 

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, 

[lift my lamp beside the golden door l" 


This week’s poems come from Poets on Poets, edited by Nick Rennison and MkhadSdsnidt 
(£9.95). In this 460-page anthology produced by Carcanet Press in association with Wklmfone’s* 
almost 100 modem poets present work from poets of toe past. Expma Lazarus’s poem (part 
of which adorns the Statue of Liberty) appears in a 19th-century American section selected by 
CK Williams, 
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Happy? No, they’re just drinking to forget the angst and confusion 
brought on by the existential ills facing the modern male . . . 


Nineties Man is angst- 
ridden, confused and 
selfish. According to 
marketing experts, 

■ New Man" Is a figment 
'of female imagination, 
while “New Lad" « a 
cop-out, Kathy Marks 
charts a dismal diagnosis 
of the existential Ills of 
the modem male. 


It was so simple a few decades 
ago. Men were men, and the 
world was constructed in such 
a way that they never doubted 
it. The institutions of state, 
family and work combined to 
create and nurture their mas- 
culine identity. 

Massive social and eco- 
nomic changes since the 1960s 
have played havoc with the 
old certainties, shattering men's 
confidence and leaving them 
fumbling for a sense of self. 

This is the dire picture 
painted by Chad Whiten, an an- 
alyst at the Henley Centre for 
Forecasting. Men are doomed, 
Mr Wollen told a conference 
or^nised by Channel 4, unless 
they emulate women and learn 
to cope with an insecure and 
volatile world. In earlier times, 
men knew exactly why they ex- 
isted: to impregnate their wives, 
bring home the money and 
protect their families. But all 
three functions have been pro- 
foundly undermined. 

Pity the Nineties Man who 
derives self-esteem from being 
thebreadwinner. Nearly 7Qper 
cent of women aged 20 to 59 
how work. In their pro cre- 
ational capacity, too, men are 
far from indispensable, given 
the latest advances in repro- 
ductive science (not to mention 
falling sperm counts). As for the 
strong figure protecting his 
family from danger - research 


by the Henley Centre shows 
that men are increasingly fear- 
ful about their own safely. 

The institutions which rein- 
forced the classic male »mag*» 
have disintegrated, Mr Wollen 
argued. The job for life, the tra- 
ditional family and the pater- 
nalistic state no longer exist- In 
their place are far more fluid 
and unpredictable structures. 

How then, does modern 
m a n handle his identity crisis? 
Does he rise to the challenge, 
seek fresh roles, adapt to a shift- 
ing society? No, he buries his 
head, ostrich-like, and pre- 
tends that it will all go away. 

Day to day, he relies on 
Nineties Woman to pick up the 
pieces. “Women are now look- 
ing after families, jobs, and - 
most importantly for mea - 
men,” said Mr Wollen. 

Alternatively, the contem- 
porary male buys his way out of 
responsibilities. If his wife is not 
around to cook, he orders in a 
pizza. If there is housework or 
childcare to be dealt with, he 
engages domestic help and 
nannies. 

More and more, he seeks re- 
lief from stress through drink 
and drugs. “Nineties Man is try- 
ing to pretend that the world 
hasn't changed,” Mr Wollen 
said. “When all else fails, he 
goes out for a beer.” 

He dismissed New Man - 
the caring, sharing, nappy- 
changing 1980s male - as a 
product of wishful female 
thinking, and poured scorn on 
New Lad - the football, sex and 
booze-obsessed 1990s man - as 
a puerile backlash. 

“Men are regressing to a 
time when the old stereotypes 
still held true. The Lad is an in- 
credibly powerful image, but if s 
not an adult response. Men 
have to learn about flexibility 
and uncertainty. They have to 
understand that they can’t be 
masters of the universe.” 
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Keeping up appearances: For all his bravado^ expert^b^ Nineties Man may be suffering a unprecedented identity 


crisis stemming from the demise of traditional certainties 


WHICH 
TYPE OF 
NINETIES 
MAN 

ARE YOU? 


Sean KeJIeher, 
business development 
manager at Channel 4, 
has identified five 
“social stereotypes”. 


Nathan: 

Aged 15-34, mainly from ABC I 
class. Appearance is important 
to Nathan; he enjoys spending 
money on dothes and 
skin-care products. He goes 
out to dubs and wine bars, 
and is athletic and sporty. 
Nathan's body is a temple. He 
regards cooking as a chore, 
likes eating out in ethnic 
restaurants and drinks strong 
beers and lagers such as 
Lowenbrau. He loves hi-tech 
gadgets and computers, 
watches ER and Brookskfe, and 
is bad at managing money. 


Dave: 

Mainly 15-34, with a C2DE 
bias. Dave is more seeded, 
likes his home comf ort s and 
spends a lot of time on the 
sofa, particular when there is 
football or wrestling on the 
television. He wears designer 
labels, shops at Salisbury's and 
avoids health foods. Dave 
enjoys a night out in the pub, . 
drinks lagers such as Labatts 
and believes that real men 
should down numerous pints 
at one sitting. He goes to dog 
races and plans to buy a 
satellite <flsh next year. 


Marie 

Mainly 35-54. with an ABC I 
bias. Mark is self-assured and 
confident, a top earner and a 
National Lottery enthusiast 
He knows what he wants out 
of life and works hard to 
achieve it He has staid tastes 
in fashion, plays squash or 
badminton once a week and 
drives a family saloon car. 

Mark enjoys food, sometimes 
to the point of over-indulgence, 
and drinks French imported 
beers. He watches The Gh fie 
Shaw and probably has a 
pension. 


Brian: 

Mainly aged 35-54. C2DE dass. 
Brian has “downmarket” 
cultural tastes. He watches a 
lot of television, particularly 
Sky football, and reads 
newspapers to keep up with 
showfcusiness gossip rather 
than world affairs. He likes 
expensive aftershaves, 
takeaway meals and gadgets. 
Brian goes on package holidays 
and when abroad, wants only 
to eat drink and lie in the sun. 
He despises vegetarians and 
believe low-alcohol lager is 
not a mans drink. 


Philip: 

Aged 55 plus, mainly ABCI. 
Philip wants to be a Nineties 
Man. but has deeply-rooted 
traditional male values. He 
loves fine wines and gardening, 
and reads the financial pages to 
keep tabs on his investments. 
He takes holidays in Europe, 
buys organic produce 
and may be a vegetarian. He 
exercises by taking long walks, 
is not obsessed with his 
appearance and is financially 
sophisticated. He is a 
homebird who drinks beers 
such as Theakstons. 


THRUST SSC 
BREAKS 
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tSth October 1997. Hie day the 
Thrust SSC officially went supersonic. 

And strangely enough, a Jaguar XJR 
was right behind it 

The Hmist team approached us at 


Jaguar for assistance in producing a 
high performance emergency response 
vehicle On other-words, an incredibly 
fast fire engine. 

So we arranged for our SVO unit 


(Special Vehicle Operations) to build 
the Jaguar ‘Ffrechase’- a converted XJR 
supercharged saloon. 

Its back seats were removed to 
make room for firefighting and rescue 


equipment, but the engine was quite 
adequate - fast enough to chase and 
provide back-up for the Thrust SSC 
towards the end of its run. 

The 'Firechase* of course, is a 1996 


model XJR. Our new version (part 
of the new V8 XJ Series) has actually 
broken a record too. It's the swiftest 
luxury saloon available today. 

Andy Green, just watch your tail. 


JAGUA 


DON'T DREAM IT. DRIVE IT. 


Please call 0800 70 80 60 for Information on jaguar Can and jaguar Financial Services. Internet: www.jaguanan.com 
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Shotgun wedding bodes ill 
for new Polish government 
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Poland is set to embark on a 
second wave of reforms after the 
shock therapists’ return to power. 
Imre Karacs reports on the 
Solidarity coaRtion unveiled 
yesterday. 


It bad taken more than a month to con- 
vert the Solidarity majority into a workable 
iiuvemmenfc the last hitch was averted mo- 
ments before the new parliament was due 
to convene yesterday morning. “The talks 
were sometimes hard, they lasted long, but 
they gave a basis for a good coalition which 
will last four years," declared Janusz 
Tomaszewski, one of the Solidarity nego- 
tiators. 

Op initial evidence, the administration 
being pul together by Lech Walesa’s heirs 
might be lucky to reach the half-way mark 
of its period of office. For the shotgun wed- 


ding of the various Solidarity fragments is 
already exposing internal divisions, even 
ijefore the slow birffi of them conmion pro- 
gramme. Only 124 of the 201 Solidarity 
Election Alliance MPs voted in favour of 
the deal with freedom Union - the liber- 
al porf-Solidarity party -despite the absence 
of an alternative. Freedom Union brings 
60 MPs to the government benches, and 
some members of the senior coalition part- 
ner believe that their votes were bought at 
too high a price. 

According to a preliminary cabinet 
list, to be finalised by Friday, the liberals 
are set to capture the foreign, defence, jus- 
tice, transport, telecommunications and cul- 
ture ministries. Solidarity has kept the * 
crucial economic portfolio, but it has 
agreed to appoint the Leader of the Free- 
dom Union, Leszek Bales rowicz, as one of 
the two deputy prime ministers. 

Mr Balcerowicz, the free -market guru 
who t ransfo rmed the Communist econo- 


my in the 19905 widths “shock therapy”, 
is likely to emeigt^&Wst powerful - 
and divsive- persouhttrfha. the new gov- 
eminent- His retnrn firm afaiWmi tn ceo- 
tre*tagc has been.iftafcd'by the business 
community andisseea^sa guarantee the 
privatisation progi^nsae will gather pace. 

But his’^enda 1 * closed by the trade- 
unionist wing of So whose strength 

in tire new asseih^^^mowiL Adding 
to the oompHcatioi^dtffgmwinxient is to 
be led by a reladvdyta^or Solidarity fig- 
ure, the chemistry pr^e^or Jerzy Bnzek. 

The new admmhtrafkmmust also learn 
to cohabit with an unq'tB^dietic president, 
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munist who was efortedin the days when 
dosentover Mr Bakeapwicz’s reforms tore 


Solidarity apart However, in his speech in- 
augurating die new Sejm (parliament) yes- 
terday, the President extended an 
olive-branch to his fanner foes, urging “har- 
monious” co-operation. 


Shades of Fred West; The house in Brussels where a Hungarian preacher was 

two ex-wives and four children. A police search uncovered several bones, one aiem 
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Starting up a 


small 




business? it's not just NatWest 


business 


customers 


who soy we give the best 


information 


and support 


When it comes to storting up o small 
business, NatWest is the people's choice. 

And here's just o few of the reasons why. 
Free Business Start-Up Guide. 

Free Bonking for up to 18 months.' 

Free help and guidance from o NatWest 
Small Business Adviser. 

Free Businessline - a 24 hour, telephone 
banking service. 
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And if you open o Small Business Account 
before December 31st 1997, there's even more. 

Free Year 2000 Computer Problem' Guide. 

25% Discount on registering the name of 
your new business.' 

10% Discount on Business Insurance.' 

For more information, talk to the Small 
Business Adviser in your high street branch or 
coll 0800 777 888 today. 


A NatWest 

More than just a bank 




Gunter Grass lambasts 
German treatment of Turks 


award of a prize to Tliridsh-Kurd writer, Yasar Kemah he laid 
Germany’s record on foreigners. “I am ashamed of ray coun- 
try, ' hededared. The author of The Tin Drum was 
censed with Germany’s relations with Turkey, andwitb the safe 
to , onvemment he said was conducting a “war ol 


censed with Germany's reiauuus j, 

of weapons to a government he said was conducting a “war ot 
extermination" against the Kurds. He also 
baric” treatment of asylum-seekers. Members of the government 
that Germany had taken far more refugees from 
than the rest of Europe put together. 

Imre Kama, Bonn 


Whaling commission warned 


Prince Rainier of Monaco opened the International Whaling Cbm 
missi on’s annual meeting yesterday with a warning to member 
states that their arguments risked tearing the organisation apart 
He told the five-day meeting, expected to be one of the most heat 
ed in years, that bitter disputes between whaling and anti-whal 
ing forces overlooked the main issues facing the organisation. 
Whaling states like Norway and Japan have become increasing- 
ly vocal in demanding an end to a moratorium on commercial 
whaling while anti-whaling members want a permanent ban. 


Soros pledges cash to Russia 


The financier George Soros said yesterday that he would spend 
up to half a billion dollars in Russia over the next three years on 
p hilanthr opic projects. “I am reluctant to bandy about big fig- 
ures because I want to make sure our own organisation is in good 
order before I commit to specific targets,” he told reporters. 

Among the programmes to receive binding are an effort to 
fight tuberculosis and improve medical care for mother and child, 
subsidies for books in schools and libraries, development of the 


Internet and the retraining of soldiers leaving the military. 


Albanian communists cleared 


An Albanian court acquitted the former communist president 
Ramiz Alia and three other senior officials of genocide and crimes 
against humanity and ordered their release. The officials were 
two former interior ministers, Simon Stefaru and Hekuran Isai, 


and former general prosecutor Qemal Lame. Alia, successor to 
Stalinist dictator Enver Hoxha, escaped while awaiting trial and 
is believed to be living in Paris with bis son. 


Galician autonomy received a 
boost in regional elections on 
Sunday that hoisted the na- 
tionalist profile of Spain's poor 
north-west to match that of the 
Basque country and Catalonia. 

The veteran leader of the 
conservative Popular Party in 
the region, Manuel Fraga, a for- 
mer minister of Franco, re- 
newed his absolute majority 
with 51.5 per cent of the vote. 

Feeling equally triumphant, 
however, was the left-wing 
leader of the National Galician 
Bloc, Xosc Manuel Beiras, 
whose party’s share jumped to 
25.5 per cent, compared to 
18.4 per cent in 1993. The re- 
sult was humiliation for the So- 
cialists, in coalition with a 
pro-Communist alliance and 
the Grecos. Their share of the 
vote dropped from 27.1 percent 
to 19.4 per cent. 


Mr Fraga’s victory owes 
more to his roots in his home- 
land than Galicians' endorse- 
ment for the PP government in 
Madrid. He made speeches in 
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Galicia poll boost * 
for autonomy 


Galego and milked every ad- 
vantage from his party’s re- 
gional control. Mr Beiras’s 
advance, making him the re- 
gion’s opposition leader, shows 
how the nationalist banner has 
scooped up left-wing discontent 
throughout the region. 

Dependent on fishing and 
dairy fanning, both of which are 
in crisis, Galicia has suffered 
deeply from the Ell's Common 
Agricultural Policy. Many small 
farmers in this conservative 
heartland who might have been 
inclined to bade Mr Fraga were 
won over fcy the Mr Beiras’s fer- 
vent Europhobia. 

Are we to cut off our arms 
just because the suit that Brus- 
sels has made for us has no 

sleeves?” he thundered to fish- 
ermen whose boats were laid 


He also won support among 
professionals and youngsters 
concerned that their region 
was being ignored by Madrid 
and crucified by Brussels. 

Elizabeth Nash, Madrid 
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Milosevic foe ignites Montenegro’s hopes of freedom 


The election of one of 
Slobodan Milosevic's 
staunchest critics as 
president of Montenegro 
is the latest setbacks for 
the Balkan strongman. 
Andrew Gumbe/ says Milo 
Djukanovic’s victory 
could prove to be a 
slow-burning fuse 
under the Milosevic 
power machine. 


It would be wrong to see Milo 
Djukanovic as a knight in white 
shining armour. He owes his 
brief but glittering career Lo the 
man he now professes to hale, 
Slobodan Milosevic. Until re- 
cently he was the protege, not 
the rival, of the man be beat in 
Sunday’s presidential election, 
ihe outgoing head of slate. 
Momir Bulatovic. 

But In the ever-shifting 
sands of Balkan politics, Mr 
Djukanovic’s election is a mile- 
stone. Ever since the pro- 
democracy street protests in 
Belgrade last winter, the 
35-year-old economist and out- 
going prime minister has 
emerged as a frank critic of Mr 
Milosevic and his autocratic, 
opportunistic leadership style. 

Over the past year almost 
every significant post in the tiny 
republic of Montenegro has 
been given to men who support 
economic and political reform 
intended, above all, to end the 
isolation into which Mr Milo- 
sevic had dragged Montenegro 
through his initiation of the 
wars of Yugoslav secession. 

Sanctions and a perceived 
pro-Serbian bias in the politics 
of the two republics caused eco- 
nomic disaster for Montenegro. 
The potentially lucrative port of 
Bar is idle, the beautiful coast 
unexploited, and state salaries 

- the mainstay of most families 

- have slumpedJn such a cli- 
mate Mr Djukanovic's call for 
change has been persuasive. 

The presidency was the only 
prize that still eluded the re- 
formist camp and that has now 
been clinched, though by the 
narrowest of margins. Mr 
Djukanovic failed to win the 
first round against Mr Bula- 
tovic, and won the second by 
7,000 votes. That might seem a 
tentative platform for change, 
especially since Montenegro’s 
population is 650,000, against 
more than 10 million in Serbia, 


but Mr Djukanovic has got the 
outside world and the peculiar 
rules of the rump Yugoslav con- 
stitution on his side. 

As Montenegrin president 
he controls half the Yugoslav- 
federal parliament, which can 
make or break the federal pres- 
ident - nominally an honorific 
post but occupied by Mr Milo- 
sevic. He can prevent Mr Milo- 
sevic changing die constitution 
to bolsLer his powers and can 
also pile on pressure lo install 
a reformer in the constitution- 
ally crucial position of federal 
prime minister. 

In the longer term, Mr 
Djukanovic can press for 
greater autonomy for Mon- 
tenegro. A good portion of 
Montenegrin society looks back 
fondly to before the First World 
Whr, when it was independent. 
That is an asset Mr Djukanovic 
is sure to use, even if complete 
independence appears out of 
the question for now. 

He will have to tread care- 
fully, not least because of the 
many Montenegrins who voLed 
for Mr Bulatovic in the belief 
that succumbing to centralised 
power is more prudent than 
challenging it. Mr Bulatovic has 
already begun to dish dirt on his 
rival, accusing him of organis- 
ing cigarette-smuggling rackets 
during the Bosnian war. Mr 
Djukanovic responded with 
corruption accusations of his 
own; there is a danger too 
much dirty linen washed in 
public will discredit both men. 

Mr Djukanovic will be aid- 
ed by the confusion racking Ser- 
bia itself. Over the past month 
Mr Milosevic’s Socialist Party 
of Serbia failed to win an out- 
right majority in the Serbian 
parliament and was unable to 
rouse the required 50 per cent 
of the voting public to clinch a 
result of any kind in Serbia's 
own presidential election. In 
both cases, with the pro-de- 
mocratic opposition boycotting 
elections altogether, the big 
winners were the extreme na- 
tionalists of the Radical Party 
and their leader, Vbjislav Seselj. 

Serbia's political prospects 
no longer look as rosy as dur- 
ing last winter's liberal-inspired 
street protests but the same 
message is still coming through: 
that Mr Milosevic is in trouble. 
He may not be about to relin- 
quish power - nobody would 
dare bet on that anymore - but 
he might be forced to permit 
the likes of Mr Djukanovic to 
push through their programme 
for change. 


Belgrade fury at 
British bid to 
tackle media bias 


Following the shift 
towards a more ethical 
foreign policy, British 
diplomats have helped 
the media in Belgrade to 
present a less biased 
view of the world to 
Serbs. Their help has 
unique technological 
twist, courtesy of the 
BBC. Steve Crawshaw 
reports on a burst of 
Serb indignation, and a 
defiant British reaction. 

The Serbian government has of- 
ten sought to make it difficult 
for independent broadcasters to 
reach their audience. “Techni- 
cal fahures” tend to be more po- 
litical than technical. Stations 
critical of the government find 
it difficult to get a licence. 

Britain has stepped in to 
help broadcasters sidestep the 
problems caused by the Bel- 
grade regime. A respected in- 
dependent radio station, B-92, 
has begun to receive crucial 
help - via the BBC but with the 
active support of the British 
gove rnment. 

Britain has given satellite re- 
ceivers to a number of radio sta- 
tions in Serbia, making it 
possible for them to broadcast 
B-92 's news programmes in 
different parts of Serbia. 
Britain's involvement was 
warmly welcomed by Serb de- 
mocrats. But the Yugoslav au- 
thorities were less keen. 

The foreign ministry hauled 
in the British ambassador, Ivor 
Roberts, to complain that 
Britain had breached the rules 
of the diplomatic bag,hy letting 


the equipment in. Mr Roberts, 
who is about to leave Bel- 
grade, appears to have given as 
good as he got. He threatened 
retaliation if Serbia blocked the 
use of the satellite receivers - 
in other words, if Belgrade 
sought to prevent B-92 from 
reaching its intended audience. 

He emphasised that Britain 
was ready to pay customs dues, 
but Indicated that if Belgrade 
wanted to prohibit the use of 
the receivers, and thus keep B- 
9 2 partly muzzled, then EU 
economic concessions would be 
cancelled. At which point, Ser- 
bia appears to have decided that 
it was pot worth the fight. 

Freedom of the media has 
become a key issue in Serbia. 
The dominance of state radio 
an d television means that al- 
ternative views are rarely giv- 
en a fair hearing. There is little 
press censorship. But a recent 
report for the European Com- 
mission described stale televi- 
sion news as “fundamentally 
flawed” because of its failure to 
provide balanced coverage of 
the most important issues. 

In other respects, too, 
Britain appears to have got un- 
der the skin of the Belgrade 
regime. In what appears to be 
part of a campaign, a diplomat 
at the British embassy has been 
attacked in the pro-govern- 
ment press. Julian Braithwaite, 
second secretary, is accused of 
stirring up trouble in the Al- 
banian-majority region of 
Kosovo, where basic hu m a n 
rights are ignored Britain ar- 
gues that it is interested only in 
seeking a peaceful resolution to 
Kosovo's problems. Perhaps 
coincidentally, Mr Braith- 
waite's apartment has also been 
broken into and ransacked. 



Milo Djukanovic (centre) 
and his wife, Licfija, cele- 
brating his narrow victory 
in elections for the Mon- 
tenegrin presidency. The 
result is particularly signifi- 
cant, as the presidency was 
the only prize stiH eluding 
the r e formist camp In the 
tiny republic. 

Photograph: AP 
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Technology moves incredibly fast. 
But it is possible to keep up. Some 
of our business customers already 
have an external switchboard, called 
Centrex, which is future-proof and 
can grow as they need it. 

Our communications technology 
can offer your business a range of 
solutions like this. Some are 
happening now. Some are just round 
the corner. 

With so many possibilities, it’s 
important for us to know what you 
really want, so we can shape and 
develop our products accordingly. 

That’s why we’re sending all of our 
business customers a national survey, 
to hear their thoughts and needs. 

If you're not a customer, but would 
like to join in, simply call our survey 
hotline on FreeCall 0800 068 8060. 
Or visit http://www.cwcom.co.uk 



CABLE & WIRELESS 

Vvr.a: can we do for you? 
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Pressure on 
star witness 
in nanny trial 


It was a courtroom and 
the charges were first- 
degree murder. But 
there were times 
yesterday when anyone 
at the Louise Woodward 
trial could have believed 
they were at a lecture 
on advanced neuro- 
surgery. David Usbome 
watched as the 
prosecution attempted 
to pull apart key defence 
medical evidence. 


A star defence witness in the tri- 
al of Louise Woodward, the 
teenage British nanny accused 
of murdering the infant boy in 
her care, Matthew Eappen, re- 
fused yesterday under cross- 
examination to withdraw his as- 
sertion that the baby could not 
have been killed by violent 
shaking on 4 February, as al- 
leged by the prosecution. 

After several hours of in- 
tense questioning by the pros- 
ecution, Dr Jan Leestma once 
more insisted that the cause of 
death could not have been 
“shaken baby syndrome” as 
has been charged. 

“In these kinds of violent 
shaking; it is impossible for me 
to imagine that there wouldn’t 
be cutaneous impressions, 
bruises, rip marks, that sort of 
thing, to inflict this kind of in- 
jury. There is no record of that 
here,” Dr Leestma, a neuro- 
pathologist. told the court. 

He repeated his claim, first 
made in lengthy testimony last 
Friday, in spite of undergoing 
hours of sometimes hectoring 
cross-examination. He was, 
however, forced to concede 
that he was being paid S45U an 
hour to testify in the trial and 
bad received $350 an hour for 
preparation. 


It is vital for the prosecution 
to undermine for the jury the 
credibility of Dr Lcestma’s tes- 
timony, which at the very least 
appears to offer an alternative 
explanation for the death of 
Matthew Eappen, who was dis- 
connected from a respirator by 
his own parents, Deborah and 
Sunil Eappen, on 9 February. 

Dr Leestma, who claims to 
have examined 20,000 brains 
during his career, appeared to 
sustain some da mage when the 
prosecution read passages from 
a book he had himself pub- 
lished last year, in which be ad- 
monished juries against taking 
too seriously exactly the kind of 
evidence he bad just provided 
to this court. 

The passage noted that de- 
fence witnesses in child abuse 
cases often point to the ap- 
pearance of new, third, mem- 
branes cm the lining of the braia 
to indicate previous injuries and 
discredit any abuse charges. 

“Such explanations,” Dr 
Leestma wrote of the mem- 
branes, “do not take into con- 
sideration the brain swelling 
that is invariably present. And 
the fatal outcome cannot be ac- 
counted for on the basts of sub- 
dural haematoma [clot] 
mass-effect, but are rather 
caused by a new episode of 
trauma on the children.” 

Looking briefly flustered, 
the doctor conceded that be 
had changed his mind about the 
significance of such membranes 
since writing his book. “I have 
had subsequent case material 
and instances which suggest that 
that was too narrow an inter- 
pretation,” he said. 

Dr Leestma hesitated slight- 
ly when asked to repeat his tes- 
timony that rbe clot in 
Matthew’s head must have 
been present for three weeks 
before the events of 4 Febru- 
ary. “Of course, it is an esti- 
mate." he said at one point. 



John Barr (right) at his shop in Wishaw, Lanarkshire earlier this year when it reopened following the E.cofi outbreak 


Photograph: john Voos 


Butcher may not have known of infected meat sale 


A butcher accused of “culpably, 
wilfully and recklessly” supplying 
E. cofi-infected meat may not have 
known his shop had sold it at all, a 
court heard yesterday. Steve fioggan 
reports from Hamilton Sherriftfs 
Court. 


John Barr, the butcher whose shop in 
Wishaw, Lanarkshire, was linked to an out- 
break of £1 coli 0157 poisoning last year, was 
defended in court yesterday by a man to whom 
he stands accused of selling infected meat 
David Moon, 66- told Hamilton Sheriff’s 
Court it was possible that a member of Mr 
Barr’s staff had supplied the meat without 
the butcher's knowledge. And, on the first 


day of a trial scheduled to last four weeks, 
Mr Moon appeared to challenge the pros- 
ecution case when he added: “I do not be- 
lieve that Mr Ban would knowingly sell me 
contaminated meat.” 

Mr Ban-, SO, faces a charge of supplying 
cooked ham, beef and turkey to Mr Mood 
for an 18th birthday party on 23 November 
last year even though he had been warned 
not to by council and environmental health 
officers in North Lanarkshire the day before. 

The meat, 100 slices each of baked ham. 
roast beef and cooked turkey from his shop 
in Wishaw. was subsequently consumed at 
an 18th birthday party held for Lauren Mac- 
Farlane, daughter of Mr Moon’s niece. Fay. 
resulting in at least 1 1 people being poisoned 
with the Ecoli bacterium. None of them died. 

In his evidence, Mr Moon, a retired steel 
worker, said he had been placing regular or- 


ders with Mr Barr for up to 10 years. He con- 
firmed to Ian McCann, prosecuting, that he 
bad bought the meat from Mr Barr’s shop and 
had even discussed the “order” with him. 
However, under cross-examination by George 
Moore, representing Mr Barr, Mr Moon said 
the original order -for the meal and a birth- 
day cake from a bakery owned by Mr Barr - 
had been placed in Mr Barr’s absence a week 
before the party. Several days later, he re- 
turned to tel) staff - including Mr Barr - to 
correct the spelling of “Lauren” on the 
birthday cake, without mentioning the meat. 

On the day of the party, he collected his 
meat, which was pre-packed and handed to 
him by an assistant Separately, Mr Barr hand- 
ed him the birthday cake. Asked by Mr Moore 
whether it was possible that Mr Barr hud 
known only of the cake order he said it was. 

Later, Fay MacFarlane had expressed 


concern to him over radio reports warning that 
Mr Barrs shop in Wishaw had been linked 
with an Ecoli outbreak- Mr Moon told the 
court he called Mr Barr to ask about the du- 
biety” of the meal but waslokl that only corned 
beef and chopped ham were under scrutiny. 

He agreed, however, that he could not 
be sure it was Mr Burr on the phone. Fur- 
thermore- be said he was not sure whether 
the person to whom he spoke realised he was 
talking about a specific order or John Barr’s 
meat in general. 

Mr Barr left three messages on his an- 
swering machine on the evening of the par- 
ty telling Mr Moon to contact him urgently. 
The next day- before anyone was display- 
ing signs of haring been poisoned - Mr 
Moon visited Mr Barr and offered to take 
hack the meat and arrange a new supply. 

The hearing continues. 
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%APR 

Monthly Repayment 

Total Repayable 

SAVING 

Mercantile Credit 

£6,000 

15.9% 
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Nat West Visa 

£3.000 

21.9% 
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This winter may prove to have devastating 
consequences for the people ol North Korea. With the 
public's, support, the Red Cross has ensured that basic 
medical and food aid has been reaching those who need 
it mosL But supplies .ire running dangerously low at a 
time when help is needed more than ever before. 

For the third consecutive year, a combination of 
devastating floods and draught has ruined harvests jnd 
destroyed homes. In parts of North Korea children are 
already having to live on a diet of tree bark and roots. 
But, without urgent help, many will not survive the 
bitter cold ol the North Korean winter. 

Help is needed urgently to avoid this catastrophe. 
In addition to food and medical equipment, blankets 
and winter jackets are now desperately needed. 1 ou can 
do something to prevent huge numbers of children 
suffering through the winter months. <26 could help 
feed a family of four for two months. 


Please call now with your credit card donation. 

0171 201 5040 
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British Red Cross 

t aring for people in crisis 
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Gypsies left to face chilly welcome at the cliffs of Dover 


The ‘Slovak scroungers' had 
already become the talk of Dover 
before this weekend's sudden 
influx created new fears and new 
shock headlines. But the gypsies 
are worried, too. Steve Cmwshaw 
hears different views that may 
prove be hard to reconcile. 

^They spat at me as I came out of the reg- 
istiy office on my wedding day, because I 
had married a gypsy. People were full of 
hatred. That’s just how it is.” 

Hana, though not herself a gypsy, is de- 
scribing the mood back home in the 
republic, which eventually persuaded her 
to bring her family to the UK. “For my- 
self, I could get used to it But my children 
were made to suffer. And that’s what I 
couldn't stand.” In the Czech republic and 
Slovakia, discrimination against gypsies is 
part of the daily routine. The New York- 
based Human Rights Wfetch talks of “bla- 
tant discrimination and violent crimes", 
which the authorities do little to punish. 

A Slovak gypsy in Dover talks of being 
thrown off buses, with yells from those on 
the bus of “black-faced mugs!”. “When peo- 
ple saw tbe skinheads throwing us out, they 
were happy. People shouted: ‘Go back to 
India!’ There’s no special bus [for gypsies] 
-so you always risk being thrown out” One 
family now living in Dover was fire- 
bombed; the daughter’s legs are still 
scarred. 

The racism facing the gypsies at home 
is real. But that does not main* thing s eas- 
ier for tbe authorities in Dover. The 150 
who suddenly descended on the town 
over the weekend were only the latest batch 
to arrive, claiming political asylum. Several 
hundred arrived in recent months, bring- 
ing tbe total to around 800. Police last night 
described as “grossly exaggerated” re- 
ports that a further 3,000 may still be on 
their way. Even before this weekend, Kent 
County Council reckoned that it would have 
to spend an extra £lm to cope with tbe new 
arrivals. The asylum-seekers' famili es must 
be housed and educated, paid for by the 
council. 

In at least one case, would-be asylum- 
seekers signed on in two areas, to gain dou- 
^ ble benefits. There has been shoplifting, too. 
Because most of the gypsies are in bed-and- 
breakfast accommodation, they spend 
much of their time on the streets. 

All of which, combined with suitably 
lurid headlines, has led to enormous local 
resentment. A Slovak who has lived in 



Home alone: Joseph, 9, a Slovak refugee, waiting in his guest-house accommodation as his father is held at Rochester Dentenrion Centre Photograph: Brian Harris 


Dover for two years says: “It was all nice 
and calm at the beginning. People used to 
smile at me when I said I was Slovak. Not 
any longer.” Those who work daily with the 
gypsies claim that the problems have 
been blown up out of all proportion. One 
man who runs a bed-and-breakfast where 
i^psies have regularly been housed by the 
council said that “only a tiny minority” 
caused problems. 

In Dover, however, it is difficult to find 
people who have a warm word to say about 
the cuckoos in the nest. Typical comments 
indude: “It’s disgusting that they’re allowed 


in,” or “The En glish pay for everything — 
they get nothing themselves. That’s bow 
it is, nowadays.” A letter-writer in the Dover 
Express complains: “Chemists are going flat 
out providing free prescriptions - and they 
are collected by hands covered in more gold 
than Tutankhamun." 

Paradoxically, the reason that many gyp- 
sies give for being in Britain is that they 
perceive it as a country of great tolerance. 
Canada used to be the preferred country 
of destination - but an enormous influx of 
asylum-seekers there this summer led to ‘ 
the introduction of visas. Britain may 


now follow suit. As described elsewhere 
on this page, a Czech television pro- 
gramme which quoted enthusiastic gypsies 
on their reception in the UK helped to trig- 
ger a further exodus. After meetings with 
British officials yesterday, Slovak diplomats 
said that they would send the message 
home that gypsies should not come to tbe 
UK. But the Slovak government is hardly 
a neutral player in the whole issue. 

There has been little cross-party 
argument on the issue. Gwyn Prosser, the 
local Labour MR has worked hand in hand 
with the Conservative-led county council 


THE LURE OF 
PROMISED LANDS 


The gypsy exodus from the Czech Re- 
public and Slovakia began in earnest in 
August after the broadcast of a Czech 
television documentary charting the jour- 
ney and arrival in Canada of Romany fam- 
ilies. 

They were shown having picnics, learn- 
ing to drive and visiting the Niagara Falls- 
Five thousand gypsies in the Czech Repubfic 
were reported to have packed and booked 
all the flights to Toronto for the next two 
months. 

When Canada looked to be a tougher 
option — asylum-seekers faced tough 
questioning and the prospect of months in 
run-down hostels with no money or work, 
followed by attacks on hostels by skinheads 
— the gypsies started to look elsewhere. 
They started trickling into Dover. 

Josef KJIma, the journalist behind the 
Canada documentary, turned his camera on 
Britain. The 30 September edition of With 
four Own Eyes, the most popular Czech cur- 
rent-affairs programme, dedicated 20 min- 
utes to looking at the fate of Czech and 
Slovak gypsies planning to settle in Britain. 

It helped prompt the renewed exo- 
dus here. But Mr Klima Insists he is not 
“the initiator of this immigration wave or 
a travel agent masterminding the exodus 
of gypsies. 

“If I hadn't done the documentary it 
would only mean that the same turn of 
events would have happened two or three 
months later. I just speeded things up.” The 
film showed gypsy families searching for 
others on arrival in Dover and being grilled 
by immigration officials. Those already in 
Britain spoke enthusiastically of funds and 
support they had been given. 

Kate O'Brien, Prague 


to persuade the Government to come up 
with more funds. Current legislation 
means that asylum-see kere are not allowed 
to move from Dover and the immediate 
surrounding area while the asylum claim 
is being considered. 

Inflamma tory recent reports are con- 
demned by council officials as “unhelpful, 
to say the least”, because of the tensions 
they have stoked. But the problems do not 
look set to vanish. 

The immigration minister, Mike 
O'Brien, yesterday sent a tender-but- 
tougb message: “AVfc want genuine refugees 


to get support,” he declared. “But people 
who are just coming to abuse the system, 
they’re going to get a very firm response 
indeed.” 

When the Conservatives were in power, 
life was much easier for Labour to catcall 
the heartless Tories from the margins. Hie 
events in Dover show that things are 
often more difficult now and Mr O'Brien’s 
comments are unlikely to satisfy either 
side - those who are worried about racism 
against the gypsies or those who believe 
that the gypsies should not be here at 
all. 
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With KLM/Air UK, you can fly all over Europe from your local airport 
And 21 local airports around the country means there’s one closer than 
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Anyulbtatoes 
■ 500g95p. 

Baylpadeget25 
Extra Reward faints. 

Anya Potato Fritters 
Boil 250g (Soz) potatoes until cooked, and dice lengthways. Mix in a bowl with 75g (3oz) 
polenta, 1 egg, 15ml Q4fl oz) beer; juice ofi^lexnon, 1 tbsp of chopped salad onion stalk, 3tbsp of 
chopped corianderand stalks and 1 chopped green chilli. Season. Shape into jlat patties 
and shallow fiy in hot oil until golden brown. Garnish with black olives and creme jrcuche. 
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US welfare 

reform faces 
reality test 






America’s welfare 
reforms have been 
hailed as an unalloyed 
success. But although 
the number of social 
security recipients has 
fallen, Mary Dejevsky in 
Washington says the 
press is now turning 
against the reforms. 


The figures seem indisputable. 
Over the past year the number 
of people receiving benefits 
has fallen by 14 per cent na- 
tionwide and in many places by 
much more. Unemployment is 
at its lowest for a generation, 
suggesting there is potential for 
even more to join the proces- 
sion from welfare to work. 

But in the past week the 
press - including some of the 
most ardent supporters of the 
reforms * has been more criti- 
cal. There are occasions, they 
have concluded, where bard 
choices have to be made and 
the reforms may not work. 

For its study the New York 
Tunes chose the Mississippi 
Delta, one of the poorest re- 
gions in the country, and found 
withdrawal of state benefits 
had only a temporary effect. 
There were not that many jobs 
available, skilled or unskilled; 
settlements were dispersed, 
forcing long commutes. And be- 
cause existing welfare benefits 
were among the lowest in the 
US. withdrawal had only lim- 
ited punitive effect. 

The paper cited a mother 
who decided distasteful work at 
a fish plant, inconvenient shift- 
times, poor pay, an hour-and- 
a-half commute each way and 
unreliable childcare made the 
project unsustainable. It noted 
that while these poor Missis' 
sippi counties might now be the 
exception, they could rapidly 


become the rule if the econo- 
my faltered. 

The Washington Post took 
the example of a sin gl e parent 
who seemed to justify the re- 
forms. She took subsidised 
Gaining, found a job, enjoyed 
it and is off benefits. Which 
would be a vindication if she did 
not have a 15-year-old at home 
who is pregnant with her sec- 
ond child and still at school. 

Childcare for two grand- 
children would take up more 
than her total income. Should 
she throw in the job, throw out 
her daughter, or take her out 
of school? If she keeps her job. 
is she just pushing her daugh- 
ter into the dependency she es- 
caped? Eventually, it is agreed 
her daughter should leave 
school for a year, but this is not 
what the welfare reforms were 
supposed to encourage. 

The WaR Street Journal took 
New Jersey, where a dose race 
for the governorship prompted 
the Republican incumbent, 
Christine Todd Whitman, to say 
the state is a “national model 
for its welfare-to-work efforts’'. 
But the only thing New Jersey 
was a national model for. the 
correspondent said, was 'The 
co ast-to- coast hype 1 * sur- 
rounding the reforms. He 
asked whether they had done 
more than flush out fraudulent 
claimants, leaving the real 
problem of poverty untackled. 

At the heart of these criti- 
cisms are two: the cost of pro- 
viding training, transport and 
childcare may exceed the cost 
of the original benefits, reduc- 
ing the economic argument to 
a moral one. But even the 
moral argument is challenged 
by those who question the 
sense of putting a mother of 
young children to work, espe- 
cially if childcare is inadequate. 
W31 this help the next genera- 
tion, they ask, or is trouble be- 
ing stored up for the future? 
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South Africa reopens file o" 

death of Samora Machei 

Mozambican president Sam P^!^^id yesterday. TonePreto- ... 

Sooth Africa, a justice teafl j from South Afncaat- - 

rius, a member of the to reopen the tase ** ■ 

toraey gcocral's *£%* Sydney Mnte>r. , 

made after a meeting teween m 

di and Mozambique officials ; in. ’ r said yesterday-new ; 

■ The Johannesburg daily led MozambKiueto 

allegations had emerged Unt M*^ ^ed at the seme ; 
independence from Portupd “ in , car acmdenk. ; 

of thecrash in 1986 by a doctor who iamj^^ vowcd to; : 

South African President Nelson, hc did net ; 

uncover the truth about Ma^I ^ offi cial inquiry which- : 
believe the findings of an apartfieia-ti 
blamed pilot error. 






France denies role in Congo 
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_ a in a Hvil war in the Congo Re- f 
France denied having intervened « . rtQrY ^ new mfl-’f 1 

puhtic, saying it had played no ro . Minister Hubert £ 

itaiy ruler, Denis Sassou Nguesso- four-month war ! 

Vfedrfae said France’s sole goal througho^ four 
between forces loyal to Mr Sassou r " 
idem pascal Lissouba was to support a media 

power in die 

snd French energy giant Elf, now pnvare but formerly owne by 
the French slate, is active there. 


Algerian mothers thwarted in search for loved ones 


Kenya told to let party stand 


Algerian police yesterday forced dozens 
of women like the one above, as well as 
lawyers, to abandon a march to parlia- 
ment to demand information about 
people who have disappeared during the 
civil war. Mothers of die missing rarefy 


try to publicise their plight. In Algeria, 
preparing for local elections on Thurs- 
day, thousands of people have gone miss- 
ing since 1992, when violence broke out 
after authorities cancelled general elec- 
tions that Islamists were poised to win. 


More than 65,000 people have died in 
the conflict pitting the army against Mus- 
lim rebels. The military is accused of 
many disappearances but the govern- 
ment denies any wrongdoing. The rebels 
have also been behind many kidnappings. 


Uncle Sam, world’s dirtiest old man 


A US diplomat has called on the Kenyan government fo ras- 
ter the opposition Safina parly to demonstrate ^smeenfy in^- 
iying out constitutional reforms. Michael Mann , 
afnLdon at the US embassy in Nairobi, rejected the arg^men 
justifying refusal to register the party because tt would jeopar- 
dise peace and stability. . . 

The US embassy is hacking political reforms in Kenya prior 

to forthcoming general elections but has not specifically endorsed 
registration of Safina, one of whose founders is the renowned 
paleontologist, Richard Leakey. All political parties in Kenya must 
be officially registered, and Safina applied for this status -8 months 
ago. But two weeks ago, the registrar of societies dented regis- 
tration on the grounds that the party would be a danger to Kenya 
and had an “inappropriate” name. 


Figures released yesterday show that the 
United States - (he world’s biggest producer 
of greenhouse gases - increased emissions 
by 3.4 per cent last year, despite voluntary 
constraints. 

The report, by the Department of En- 
ergy. comes less than a week before an ex- 
pected announcement by President BOl 
Clinton setting out the official position on 
curbing greenhouse emissions. 

The question of whether the US should 
sign up to mandatory targets for emissions 
cuts at the Kyoto conference on global 
warming in December - and if so what those 
targets should be - is the the subject of fierce 
debate in Washington. 


The Department of Energy said last 
year’s increase in emissions reflected high- 
er than expected economic growth (con- 
suming more energy), an unusually harsh 
winter, and higher natural-gas prices that 
encouraged consumers to switch to dirti- 
er forms of energy, including coal. 

Supporters of mandatory targets for cut- 
ting greenhouse gas emissions used the in- 
crease to argue that voluntary targets had 
not worked. The US has 4 per cent of the 
world’s population, but accounts for 20 per 
cent of greenhouse emissions. 

Figures from the Department of Trans- 
port also showed petrol consumption in- 
creased in the first half of this year by 


almost 2 per cent - caused in part by a switch 
to bigger cars and by a slight fail in fuel 
prices. In an observation that will reinforce 
European calls for the US to accept legal- 
ly enforceable targets for cutting green- 
house gas emissions, the same report said 
the fuel efficiency of US cars had nor Im- 
proved since the mid-Eighties. 

While fuel consumption is not a trig con- 
sideration for US car-buyers, the price of 
petrol is a major political issue and those 
campaigning against compulsory emis- 
sions targets find a receptive audience when 
they argue that internationally enforceable 
targets would increase fuel costs. . ; 

— Mary Dejevsfy, Washington 


Diplomat and the belly-dancer 


It has all the makings of a a Egyptian soap opera: sex, politics, 
intrigue - and a scantily clad belly-dancer. Egypt’s ambassador 
to Israel, Mohammed Bassiouny, has been the talk of the town 
since allegations surfaced that he sexually assaulted an Israeli bel- 
ly dancer, identified only as “Aleph”. The Haaretz newspaper said 
the ambassador, a former intelligence officer, "ought to have known 
about the danger of trysts in strange bedrooms where cameras 
and microphones can easily be hidden”. 

Last week, the state prosecutor announced that rhe investi- 
gation would be closed for lack of evidence, but the Maariv news- 
paper speculated that Mr Bassiouny’s term would end within a 
:fcw months, purportedly “for reasons totally unconnected to the 
aicident”. 
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No doubt you’re bearing a great 
deal about the Internet and the 
information it can bring you . 
Now that you have a PC and a 
modem, how do you get 
connected to the most reliable, 
innovative service provider? 





And most important, who is it? 


The answer Is Demon Internet 
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Why? Because no other Internet 
Service Provider can do ALL this for 
onty£io (£11.75 /«. VAT) per month: 


Help when you need iL Free support 
24 hours a day, 365 days per year. 




Unlimited email addresses. 
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ISDN access at no extra charge; if 
you've got it, just use it! 

Connect to Demon Internet from 
anywhere' in the U.K for the cost 
of a local call*. 


7 . 9 % 


APR 


Guaranteed 


until April ’98 


5MB free Web space allows you lo 
create your own Web Site. 




Free bi-monthly Demon Dispatches 
magazine to keep you up to date of 
Internet developments as they happen. 


Demon offers unparalleled service 

and a wealth of experience. 

For a free 30 day trial CD and brochure^. 

please fill in and return the coupon or call: 


Demon Internet connects more 
people than any other Internet Service 
Provider. 


If you carry over a credit card balance Thereafter, the rate reverts to 1 0.9% 

each month, you should seriously think APR variable - currently the UK’s 

about applying for a Co-operative Bank lowest standard rate*. On top of this 
Advantage Visa credit card or gold card, there’s no annual fee. you can keep your 
Transfer your balance and you’ll pay just existing credit limit and you don’t have 
7.9% APR (that’s 0.64% a month) on to bank with us. What’s more, the 
what you owe now and on all purchases phone calf is free and the lines are open 
U " tilApril ' 98 - 24 hours. So whar are you v/artj n g 
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Cinema audiences kept in the dark 
about Hollywood’s Dalai Lama epics 


Films which anger the Chinese 
authorities are not banned In 
Hong Kong but are merely not 
distributed, especially if they are 
about Tibet, writes Stephen Vines 

Three Hollywood films with themes un- 
acceptable to the Chinese gove rnm ent are 
unlikely to be seen in whsu: has become 
the Special Administrative Region of 
Hong Kong because distributors have 
shied away from buying them. 

The first, Seven Yean in Tibet, the con- 
troversial story of Heinrich Hamer, who 
befriended and acted as tutor to the young 
Dalai Lama, stars Brad Pitt and David 
Thewlis and makes no secret of its sym- 
pathy with the Tibetan people. Neither 
does Kimdan, directed by Martin Scojs- 
ese, based on tbe official biography of the 
Dalai Lama. It has been produced by the 


Disney, which was threatened with 
reprisals by China if It went ahead with 
the project. It declined to back down and 
has enlisted the support of Henry 
Kissinger, former US secretary of state, 
to try to "mire peace with Peking. 

Seven "fens in Tibet has been released 
in tbe US and got good reviews, though 

controversy has arisen over the rate of Har- 

rer, who has been revealed as having an 
active Nazi past; thfe was enthusiastical- 
ly reported in the Hong Kong media. 

famH/m win he released on Christmas 
Day in America and coukl spawn a new 
generation of Tibetan film-stare, as un- 
knowns from Tibet make up the bulk of 
tbecasL 

Red Comer, starring Richard Gere, 
who is a strong Dalai Lama supporter, is 
not about Tibet but about the nightmare 
of an American businessman who becomes 
entrapped in China’s notoriously arbitrary 
legal system. The female lead is played by 


tbe actress Bai Ling, who fears it may end 
her career in Chinese film*. 

Films such as these were freely shown 
before Hong Kong reverted to Chinese 
rule but now appear unacceptable to the 
territory’s major distributors, all of which 
do business in China 

Television companies have also exer- 
cised self-censorship in buying pro- 
grammes seen as critical of the Chinese 
government. 

Under the colonial regime, laws existed 
to ban films likely to upset the Chinese 
government, though they were thinly dis- 
guised as referring to films likely to en- 
danger relations with neighbouring 
countries. These laws were rarely used. 

However, there has been no need for 
legal action in thi«t irmanw* as the dis- 
tributors have done the Chinese govern- 
ment's work for them. Local human-rights 
groups have described their action as the 
worst kind of self -censorship. 


We’ll do it 
our way, 
Tung will 
tell Britain 


Tung Chee-hwa, the 
former shipping tycoon 
who replaced Chris 
Patten as Hong Kongfe 
Chief Executive, is 
showing remarkable skill 
in getting the people of 
the former colony to 
accept his political 
ftbgenda. Stephen Vines in 
Hong Kong says he will 
be using his visit to 
Britain, which starts 
today, to reinforce his 
authority 


Trailing around London, just as 
Chris Patten used to do, may 
not seem the most obvious 
way for Hing Chee-hwa to 
boost-his credentials as a Chi- 
nese leader breaking the re- 
straining ropes of oolonialism. 
. However, MrTUng sees it as an 
I opportunity to show lorry' Blair 
- whom be will meet today - 
tbat be is not in awe of the for- 
mer sovereign power. 

In nearly every major speech 

since coming to office on 1 July, 
Mr lUng has used tbe phrase 
“now that we are our own mas- 
ters” to stress the end of colo- 
nial rule and the ascendancy of 
the new Chinese order. 

He talks constantly of “Chi- 
nese values” and “our own way 
of doing things” to emphasise 
the break with the past This 
kind of rhetoric strikes a chord 
with Hong Kong people who 
were generally uncomfortable 
with their role as colonial sub- 
jects even though they gave lit- 
tle g go of tbeir objections. 

Under the new order, opin- 
ion polls show that although 
most people are happy the 
colonial era is over, they are 
worried about the policies of the 
government Heading the list of 
unpopular measures is the 
scrapping of all tiers of elected 
government and the ins tall ation 
of a very unpopular non -elect- 
ed legislature - the president of 
which, Rita Rm, is compared to 
Jiang Qing, Chairman Mao’s 
hated wife and the leader of the 
Gang of Four, which spread 
havoc throughout China during 
the Cultural Revolution. 

Mr TUng has tried to divert 
public attention from the issue. 
“We’ve had five years of de- 


bating about that,” Mr TUng re- 
cently told a businessmen’s 
meeting, referring to the former 
governor’s democratic reform 
programme. “Now is the time 
to get on with KveKbood issues.” 

Presenting himself as a no- 
nonsense businessmen tack- 
ling the nuts and bolts of issues 
affecting people’s daily lives, Mr 
TUng has sidelined the once 
powerful pro-democracy camp 
who were kicked out of office 
and are now portrayed by the 
Chief Executive’s supporters as 
frustrated malcontents. 

The new government has lit- 
tle patience with the views of its 
opponents, and unlike the pub- 
licity-obsessed Patten adminis- 
tration, spends less time trying 
to put its views across to the 
public. 

Mr Tung’s approval ratings 
in the polls remain healthy. He 
comes across as avuncular and 
is always ready to flash a warm 
smile, though he seems deter- 
mined to address most ques- 
tions with platitudes that irritate 
a growing number of critics. 

China is clearly pleased by 
the performance of the man 
' they earmarked for leadership 
of the new Hong Kong. Every- 
one in the Chinese leadership 
from President Jiang Zemin 
down has pledged personal 
support for Mr TUng and 
stressed he rgmafnR fully in 
charge. 

Thlk of Mr TUng as Peking’s 
puppet has given way to a 
realisation that he is nothing of 
the kind, because be needs no 
guiding hand, from up ninth. 
His views and those of the 
Chinese leadership, are, in any 
case, virtually iden tical on most 
Hong Kong issues to those of 
President Jiang and his col- 
leagues. 

Mr TUng proudly says noth- 
ing has changed in the. new 
Hong Kong; it is business as 
usual. However, things are 
changing, and often in surpris- 
ing ways. A sign was the way the 
Chief Executive, a setf-pro- 
ctaimed believer is free markets, 
littered his first major policy 
speech with proposals for gov- 
ernment regulations of every 
description. China says it is de- 
veloping a market economy 
with socialist characteristics. 
Hong Kong appears to be ac- 
quiring Socialist characteris- 
tics to run its market economy. 


LIFE UNDER THE N EW REGIME 

What has changed since the handover 

t were scrapped 
I level elected 

Natives' regained in office, in addition to new ap^inm 
ss ■freedom: No changes to the law, though new! taws on sedraon 
put into questkxvrepcrting on matters whjch Qww sees as 
g a threat to state interests. ‘ ‘ , 

fjudoary.Tbe Instated of a new Cbef 
tftoi&sandfiifodbofthe new govenwentTbewi^te still 
. i p tn anKynment whhs 


freedom of assembly but they have not be®* 1 use “*)"“- ' 

• Educational system No radical overhau! M 

made to the history syllabus, efimmatmg references to the Tiananmen 

Square massacre. 

• freedom of mo v ement No change- _,_ L|L , ^ ^ fw. 

• The stock market and other finanoa! 

government wculd cfare mess with the pivotal centres of Hong Kong 
life. - . 


INNOVATING 


COMPUTING 


-- FAXING 


PRINTING 


COPYING 



Your 


passport 


to a 


holiday 


Canonfe new Bubble Jet printers 
offer you a vividly colourful 
experience in more ways than 
ona When you buy one of our 
BJC-250 or BJC-4300 models, 
you can save up to £200 off 

your next Thomas Cook BJC-250/BJC-4300 

holiday* On selected models 
you also get up to £65 worth 
of ink and software for frea In 
fact just about the only thing 
thatfs not included is sunblock. 


YOU AND 


Canon 



CANON CAN, 


if you’d like more information, 
please call 0645 04 04 04 


www.cancMico.uk 


%}.'!!!** tor ™V&JndWonal on purchase of Thorrms Cook Racommudad insurance. Offer applies to promotional printers on* Applications are invalid If the printer Is returned 
foraiufl cash refund within M days. FuH terms and conditions available on request Business purchases exekided. Offer open to UK residents aged lfl or over, ^lue of certHkat* for BJC-250 -£MQ BJC4300-S2XL 
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When your baby starts crying, don’t reach for that teaspoon 


Pain-killers in child dosage are a 
godsend for quelling vague 
complaints of ‘headache* or 
•tummyache’ that are dearly not 
too serious. But, Nigd Howard asks, 
are we creating a generation of 
drug-dependent children? 

-Mummy, 1 don't feel well” Familiar 
•words which stop a busy parent in her 
Tracks. You touch her forehead: a little 
'warm, maybe, but certainly not feverish. 
Maybe she just doesn’t fancy school? Per- 
haps a cold is on the way? Or is she just 
tired and emotional? Whatever the reason, 
:ihc's insisting that her throattfuminy/bead 
hurts. You reach for the CaipoL 

It is a scene played out daily in homes 
across the country. For years, liquid parac- 
etamol preparations, of which Calpol is the 
market leader, have come to the aid of des- 
perate parents. When a child has a fever 
or an ear infection, for example, these med- 
icines can seem tike little short of a mira- 
cle. rapidly lowering temperature and 
easing distressing aches and pains. 

Bui do parents now reach for the 
Calpol a mite too often - for when a child 
is miserable or difficult, or has a mild 
headache or cold, rather than when he or 
she is ill? New medical research shows this 
fear may be well-founded: and that parac- 
etamol. if given too frequently to children, 
can cause more problems than it solves. 

Darren was six years old when he start- 
ed complaining of regular headaches. At 
first they came on only once every couple 
of weeks or so but gradually the frequen- 
cy increased. His mother gave him liquid 
paracetamol each time and was always care- 
ful never to exceed the staled maximum 
dose. U seemed to work: the headache dis- 
appeared. but it always came back. Even- 
tually, Darren was suffering a headache five 
or six days a week and his increasingly anx- 
ious mother was treating each one with one 
or two doses of the medicine. 

Darren's GP could find nothing phys- 
ically wrong with him and referred the Ut- 
ile boy to the nearby Hartlepool General 
Hospital where Dr David Symon, a con- 
sultant paediatrician, has a special inter- 
est in childhood headaches. 

Darren is one of 12 local children treat- 
ed in recent months by Dr Symon for se- 
vere, frequent headaches. All the children 
were taking a liquid paracetamol prepa- 
ration or a similar painkiller for every 
headache and eight children were beiqg 
.given a pain-killer every day. 



Dr Symon explained to Darren's moth- 
er that her son's problem, and that of all 
the children attending the clinic, was the 
result of taking pain-killers too often and 
that the recurrent headaches were not a 
sign of underlying illness, but drug with- 
drawal symptoms. 

Dr Symon. who presented the findings 
from his work with Darren and the other 
children at the annual meeting of the In- 
ternational Headache Society, held recently 
in Amsterdam, says: “Too frequent use of 
paracetamol preparations and any other 


pain-killer can actually cause recurrent 
headaches in children. 

“Calpol is the most commonly used 
pain-killer in such cases but that is because 
it is the brand leader. There are many other 
pain-killers for children on the market and 
all can have this effect if they are used too 
often. 

“Children can suddenly start having mi- 
graine or tension-type headaches for all 
sorts of reasons: perhaps because of prob- 
lems at home or maybe buUying at school. 
Parents give them Calpol or similar med- 


icine thinking this will help the headache. 
It does at first, but as the children get more 
headaches they are given more medicine 
and next thing you know the withdrawal 
effect of the drug is causing the headaches. 

“Liquid paracetamol is like any other 
drug. Used correctly it is useFuL used ex- 
cessively or wrongly it causes problems. 
Calpol is useful for fevers, where it helps 
bring down the temperature and relieve 
mQd pain, and for headaches as long as it 
is used infrequently- But when you start tak- 
ing it virtually every day over a prolonged 


period, even if you never exceed the rec- 
ommended maximum dose on each occa- 
sion. you are undoubtedly going to 
experience problems.” 

Hie children attending the clinic were 
treated by fust removing all the pain-killing 
drugs in order to see whether Lhere was any 
underlying physical or psychological rea- 
son for their headaches. The symptoms of 
all the children improved almost immedi- 
ately. Six of the children, including Dar- 
ren, stopped having headaches completely. 
Two others stopped suffering daily 


nd two Of these were then cured of then: 

' n/hn are verv ‘concerned 



do someuuns- * ■ - . r . . _ .. 

. say we need to withdraw their child s 

in-killer. Their response is ‘How ^nwe 
,ve him or her without treatment . How 
n we let them go through dussuffeimg? 
e have to persuade them that it wDl be 
right, that the pain-killer is actually the 

^Research has already shown that too fre- 
;en t use of pain-killers can cause 
attaches in adults. But Dr Symon believes 
at recurrent headache in children as a 
;ult of too frequent use of pain-taliers 
* common problem and that the cfafldren 
sees are merely the tip of a very large 

He says: “This is an area which has not 
en studied to aay real extent so there is 
Lie hard data to go on. However, the fact 
at 1, as a general paediatrician am see- 


hospital. 

“I suspect that part of the problem is 
that Calpol and similar pain-killers are all 
available over-the-counter in the chemists’ 
so people do not think of them as real med- 
icines. When I am taking a case history I 
am frequently told by the parents that the 
child is not taking any medicines. 

“But when I specifically ask about 
pain-killers, they say ‘Oh yes, of course 
he/she takes pain-killers. - 1 would recom- 
mend to parents (hat, with headache, you 
should not give your child a painkiller on 
more than two days a week at most. 

“If the child has more than two 
headaches a week you should be seeking 
specialist medical help, not giving him or 


her a pain-killer.” 
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Health crafts 
OAD Garlic 
2mg 90's WAS £4.99 

NOW £3.29 


1/3rd OFF 


HIGH POTENCY 

VITAMIN C 

I gram 

«rra 3»< ifUwovciM 
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Health crafts 
High Potency 
Vitamin C 
Jgram 90’i WAS £8.69 

NOW £5.49 


SAVE £3.20 



CHELATED 

ZINC 





Health crafts 
Chelated Zinc 
tSmg 30's WAS £4.65 

NOW £2.79 


SAVE £1.86 


VITAMIN 

EFFICIENCY 


Finding the correct vitamin supplement for 
your needs can be confusing, but help is at 
hand. There’s no-one better than Holland 
& Barrett when it comes to selecting the 
right supplement for you and your lifestyle. 

There’s a huge range of top quality 
natural remedies, vitamins, healthfoods 
and dietary supplements on the shelves 
at Holland & Barrett; every one of them is 
picked for quality and value for money. 

Our highly trained branch staff have all 
the relevant knowledge to help you make 
an informed choice. After all we've been the 
heaithfood specialists for over 75 years. 

If you're not sure which supplement is for 
you, come into your local Holland & Barrett 
- you'll find no-one's more efficient. 




KELP 

WITH CALCIUM 


Healthcrafts 

Kelp 

240‘s WAS £3.19 

NOW £1.99 


1/3rd OFF 
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Health crafts 
PRN Mega B 
Complex 
60 s WAS £10.79 

NOW £ 6.99 


1 /3rd OFF 



Health crafts 
CompM Cod 
Liver Oil OAD 
180's WAS £7.99 

NOW £4.99 


SAVE £3 
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HOLLAND ft BAKRETT 


Quality, range and value for a healthier way of life 

OVER 400 STORES NATIONWIDE 


QFFER5 SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY UNTIL 29/11:9?. F3E-5AVINCS PRICES CHARGED AT MOST HOLLAND 6 BARRETT STORES. 
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DR PHIL 
HAMMOND 

There are 
hundreds of 
good 

reasons for 
mates to 
undergo 
the snip, 
aren’t 
there? 
Name one. 
Well... 


“Now, young man. Just a snip." 

“Get out of ill!” 

“Good God. You’re very 
advanced for a neonate...” 

“Advanced enough to know 
l don’t want 20 per cent of my 
penis skin chopped off. Now 
clear off.” 

“But there are lots of good 
reasons for it...” 

“Name one." 

“Well, there is evidence (hat 
circumcision reduces the risk of 
urinary tract infections.” 

“Perhaps. Bui urine infec- 
tions in men are rare and it's 
hardly a justification for mass 
circumcision." 

“OK, smarty pants. What 
about sexually transmitted dis- 
eases. You gel less of them with- 
out a foreskin.” 

“Again, that's disputed. A re- 
cent American study found that 
it was circumcised men who got 
more genital infections, prob- 
ably because not having a fore- 
skin gave them the false 
confidence to engage in more 
risky sexual praclices.” 

“And cancer of the penis?" 

“That's less of a risk with cir- 
cumcision but, again, it’s very 
rare anyway...” 

“Ah yes. but very nasty...” 

“True, but washing elimi- 
nates the extra risk. You don't 
chop your ear off if it's dirty, you 
clean it. So why should the fore- 
skin be any different'.’'' 

“Because ears serve a useful 
purpose...” 

“And so docs the foreskin. It 
has special nerve endings. . . ” 

“Every bit of skin has nerve 
endings...” 

“Yes, hut l he foreskin hasn't 
evolved for no reason. And were 
you going to use any analgesia?" 

“Oh no. Your nervous sys- 
tem is not developed enough to 
feel much pain.” 

“That's odd. Studies from 
Toronto have shown that new- 
borns suffer considerable pain 
during this procedure and that 
five months later, circumcised 
bins cry more in response to 
routine immunisations, sug- 
gesting a longer-term effect on 
pain thresholds." 

"Those are just the ramings 
of ihe unli-circumcision lobby.” 

“No. It’s the best scientific 
evidence available. Even Dr 
TE Wisweli. an eminent advo- 
cate of universal circumcision, 
concluded that doing it without 
anaesthesia was ■barbaric'." 


“OK then. I’ll give you some 
anaesthetic cream.” 

“I I'd take more than that. Td 
want to see jour audit figures.” 
“Why?" 

“Because I want proof that 
you know what you're doing. . 
“Trust me..." 

“Thai's not enough. My pe- 
nis is very small and very 
precious to me. And circumci- 
sion is a complex procedure that 
requires considerable skill. Did 
you know, the Medical De- 
fence Union has 50 files open 
on allegations of negligence?" 

“Such as?” 

"Amputation of the penis, 
damage to the glans and ure- 
thra, haemorrhage, infection, 
poor cosmetic results - you 
name it, it’s happened.” 

“Yes. but not often.” 

“A complication rate of 2-10 
per cent is enough for me." 

“Yes, but there are compli- 
cations of keeping your foreskin. 
It's very common fora boy not 
to be able to retract it...” 

“Yus. and it's very normal as 
well. Nearly all of them retract 
with lime and virtually none 
need circumcision." 

“What about phimosis?- 

“Scarring and stricture are 
more of a problem, but even 
then many resolve with lime and 
hydrocortisone cream. I’d rcailv 
only want a circumcision if it was 
causing recurrent infections or 
1 developed B.NO.” 

“What on earth's that?” 

“ Balanitis xcmtica obiiter- 
ans. ft’s a rare auto-immune 
condition characterised by 
ivory-white patches on the glans 
and the only absolute indication 
for circumcision .” 

“Well I never...” 

“Yes. But on the whole, 
medical circumcisions arc gross- 
ly overperformed. They're nev- 
er justified under the age of 
three and rarely before five.” 

“You've certainly done your 
homework.” 

“Well, you have to he an in- 
formed consumer if you don’t 
want to he a fashion victim," 

“Now. run along...” 

"I’d love to. but there’s the 
small matter of faith. Your re- 
ligion demands circumcision." 

“Sony. My nervous system 
isn't sufficiently developed to 
understand the concept.” 

'So that’s a definite no?” 

it 's a definite maybe. I ll let 
ytiu know at my bar mitievah." 


VITAL SIGNS 


Unwashed breasts are best 
New mothers should not wash 
their breasts too often if they 
want to keep their babies 
happy. A study published in 
Acta Paediatrica found that at 
their first suckling, new-boms 
much prefer an unwashed 
breast to a washed one. 

Breasts treated with the 
amniotic fluid that surrounds 
the foetus in the womb, scored 
even more highly with babies, 
although by five days this 
preference had disappeared. 

Tooth decay and heart 
disease linked 
Gum disease and tooth decay 
can seriously increase the risk 
of stroke, heart attack and 
pneumonia, according to 
researchers from Germany 
and the US. One study 
involving more than 2,000 
patients found that those with 
gum disease were twice as 
likely to have a heart attack. 

Whether gum disease 
actually causes bean 
problems is not proven, but 
one theory is that the bacteria 
under the gums may enter the - 
blood stream, triggering 
inflammation in areas such as' 
the lungs and arteries. 

Drug-free cure for 
period pain 

Fed-up with taking pa inkill ers 
for period pain? A new 
lightweight electronic device, 
which can be dipped to 
clothing, is the latest drug- 
free answer to menstrual 
discomfort Priced at £49.95, 
Femme is a type of TENS 

(Transcutaneous Electrical 
Nerve Stimulation) machine 
connected to self-adhesive 
pads worn on the lower back. 
Its makers. Shire Design, 
daim the tingling sensation it 
Provides can reduce pain. 




How near we 
si's to the cure.,. 

••• depends on you 


43 Gtmi Ormond Street 
«ndon WCIN sjj 
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Ay pair in America 
" my daughter’s ordeal 




V » 


4 


As a Boston jury hears the 
harrowing account of the death 

ofalaby in the care of a British 

au pair, Ben Kingston describes the 
grim experience of his own 
daughter. She set out with high 
hopes and a caring heart and 

found Herself in a situation that 

too easily could have led to a 

Louise Woodward- 1 ike tragedy 


The trial in Boston, Massachusetts, of 
Louise Woodward, the British au pair on 
tnai for the murder of a little boy, must 
send shivers down the spine of hundreds 
of parents whose daughters are either with 
American families now, or who may be 
about to spend a year in America. 

In 1993 our own daughter Joanne trav- 
elled to Philadelphia at the age of 18 to 
take up a placement with a family who had 
an autistic child. In seeking a suitable fam- 
ily to work with for a year, Joanne had 
specifically asked for a special-needs child, 
but within days it had become apparent 
from our telephone conversations with her 
that far too much was expected of her. 
Tjfowever, it was to be some time before 
™ organisers of the scheme Look the nec- 
essary steps to find her a more suitable fam- 
ily. 

Fbr many years Joanne had been in- 
volved in a number of local voluntary youth 
schemes, helping the disabled with swim- 
ming. wheelchair dancing at a mental in- 
stitution. and similar challen gin g situations. 
Although at university now, she still trav- 
els home on some weekends to work in 
overnight respite care with some very se- 
riously handicapped children. She ap- 
pears to have a gift for this work. She was, 
and stiB is, planning a “special needs” teach- 
ing career, and so she jumped at the op- 

^workwith a special-needs child, and at 
le same time enjoy some foreign travel 
had seen an advertisement in a local 
:r for an organisation that specialises 
n the recruitment of British au pairs, us- 
jng local agents throughout the UK. In- 
terested girls are interviewed dose to 
their homes, and once they are accepted 
tfaer details are sent to prospective fami- 
lies^ the US. The families then make their 
chcjce of applicant, and telephone the 
prospective au pair. 

late one evening, soon after Joanne had 
beet interviewed, I took a telephone call 
froo a couple in Pennsylvania. Joanne was 
awsy from home that night, and so I had 
a kig talk with both husband and wife, who 
toljme that they had three young children, 
onjof whom was au tistic. They seemed like 


a respectable family, and the mother ex- 
plained to me how the help of someone 
like Joanne would give her the opportu- 
nity to devote more time and attention to 
her other two children. 

Within a short time, Joanne was board- 
ing a flight for New York, together with a 
friend who was taking up a similar posi- 
tion in New Jersey. At the cbcck-in desk 
at Manchester Airport were a handful of 
other girls, aO eagerly anticipating their year 
as an au pair. On arrival in New York, all 
the girls were taken to slay for two nights 
at a hotel, where they attended briefing ses- 
sions, and where they were, in all fairness, 
made to feel very welcome in the US. From 
there they dispersed to their various place- 
ments, but after less than two days it was 
very clear that all was not well with 
Joanne's situation. 

It was immediately made dear to her 
by the family that sbe was expected to take 
care of all three children while the parents 
were out of the bouse, an event which was 
a regular occurrence due to the fact that 
husband and wife were both keen golfers. 

The American 
families themselves 
can not be absolved 
from all blame - they 
are getting child care 
on the cheap from 
untrained teenagers 


The family bad neglected to disclose on 
their own application form, or to us, that 
not one, but two of their children suffered 
from autism to some degree, and they had 
also withheld the fact that the resultant dis- 
ruption to the fimnly drcumstances had led 
to severe behavioural problems in the third 
child. 

Joanne did her level best to control the 
three children during the frequent absence 
of both parents in those first few days, but 
it is impossible for one 18-year-old to cope 
with three such demanding charges, and' 
she felt that the couple were themselves 
less than supportive. In all such au pair 
placements, a local counsellor is sup- 
posed to be on hand to deal with any prob- 
lems and to provide a refuge in their own 
home should an emergency arise. Joanne 
had spoken to her own counsellor, who had 
tried to mediate on her behalf, but she had 
then persuaded Joanne to stay with the 
family while she sought a replacement au 
pair for them. The already strained rela- 
tionship with the family immediately broke 


down, and Joanne was in effect cold-shoul- 
dered by them. Her birthday came and went 
with not so much as a birthday card or com- 
ment. From the start sbe had not been paid 
the agreed weekly allowance of $ 1 00, and 
there was frequently insufficient food in the 
house for her and (he three children. 

Eventually, when sbe told her counsellor 
that sbe could take no more of it and want- 
ed to get away from the family immediately, 
the lady in question told her that she could 
do nothing for a further two weeks, since 
she was going bn holiday. The counsellor 
had been away for just a short time when 
we took matters into our own hands. Calls 
to the au pair agency had proved fruitless, 
but as luck would have it, their local rep- 
resentative, who had recruited Joanne, had 
a daughter who lived nearby in Pennsyl- 
vania. Mercifully, she took Joanne into her 
own home to stay until the counsellor re- 
turned from holiday. 

Eventually, Joanne was placed with a 
new family with one child in New York, 
and she proceeded to enjoy working for 
a year with someone who appreciated her 
efforts, and with whom she was very con- 
tented. However, we cannot help but con- 
sider bow much worse things could have 
been bad something serious happened 
when Joanne was living with the first fam- 
ily, particularly after they bad become so 
hostile. 

While in New York she met other au 
pairs, with whom she became very friend- 
ly. One, a Swedish girl recruited by the same 
agency, was expected to cope with 10- 
month-old twins, even after she had 
sprained her ankle, and Joanne frequent- 
ly helped her during her own free time. Of 
course, every au pair in trouble has the op- 
tion of returning home, but that would 
mean the forfeit of a large sum, plus the 
expense of a flight home. 

No one can know at this stage whether 
Louise Woodward is guilty or not, but some 
responsibility must lie with such organi- 
sations. who place totally inexperienced 
young girls in this kind of situation with the 
minimum of instruction. Nor can the 
American families themselves be absolved 
of all blame- they must know that they are 
get ting, child care on the cheap from un- 
trained teenagers. They must be aware that 
they are not leaving their children in the 
reliable hands of a trained nanny, with all 
that that implies. These girls are au pairs, 
who are supposed to be treated as guests 
of the family, not as the hired help. 

We are thankful that eventually our own 
daughter had such an enjoyable time in 
America, with a family who were reason- 
able towards her, (and who were also very 
generous). She has had a unique oppor- 
tunity to experience a different culture at 
an early age. but we are acutely aware that ' 
it could have easily ended so much dif- 
ferently. 



Part of the family? Many au purs are expected to do too much and receive little support Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


n the other 


of the world my grandfather was dying, but I had to do my job 



REVELATIONS 

THE TIME: 1994 
THE PLACE: London 
THE WOMAN: 
Vanessa-Mae, teenage 
violin virtuoso 


My grandfather. Tan Lip Kee, 
lived in Singapore. As bis only 
grandchild we were dose; even 
though he couldn’t speak very 
much English and my Chinese 
isn’t too good, we still managed 
to get along. 

fo&way,Itbmkhewasafit- 
tle bit disappointed with rae. He 
thought I didn’t know enough 
of my Chinese roots because I 
had grown up as a very West- 
ern little girl, living in London 
for most of my life. At the bot- 
tom of his heart he couldn't re- 
ally understand what I did. He 
didn't know why I wanted to 
make violin playing my pro- 


fession and he was concerned 
for my future. 

By the time I was 15, he was 
suffering from cancer. One day 
we received a call telling us that 
he was very HL My mother flew 
out to Singapore, but 1 had been 
booked lo do a show in the 
evening. All through my life, my 
mother and father had said you 
must do your job and do it to 
the end. It’s that professional 
thing and I learned to take great 
pride in what I did. 

That night was to be a big 
performance. Children in Need 
had asked me to perform my 
Toccata and Fugue for the first 
time on TV so although I was 
upset about my grandfather, 1 
bad to do my job. The music 
seemed to lift my emotions, but 
at the back of my mind I was 
thinking about grandfather 
dying in Singapore. 

Around that time, l started 
trying to assert my indepen- 
dence. When you are 15, you 
want to take more responsibil- 


ity for yourself and be grown up. 
One of the things I started do- 
ing was looking after my own 
passport. Now, other people 
look after it for me because I 
go to so many different coun- 
tries, but then I kept it at the 
bottom of a cupboard in my 
bedroom. 

When I finished the show. 
1 went home intent on picking 
up the passport and flying out 
to be with my grandfather. 
When I got in, l went to the 
cupboard and found it wasn't 
there. I turned my bedroom up- 
side down looking for it, but still 
couldn't find it. Eventually, it 
turned up. but by then it was too 
late because he had already 
passed away. 

I felt very guilty about that 
night, especially because I had 
let myself down by not finding 
the passport. Since then I’ve 
learnt how to deal with re- 
sponsibility, whether it’s on an 
emotional level or on a pro- 
fessional leveL Silly things like 


being in control of your own 
passport are not important, 
and learning to delegate has 
helped me personally and im- 
proved my work. Bui I wish my 
grandfather could have seen the 
last three years of my life. He 
would have seen that the vio- 
lin is an instrument that can 
reach out to touch people and 
give them some sort of joy. 

About a year ago, memories 
of that time came flooding 
back. A girl close to my fami- 
ly, who I bad known since f was 
11, was (rifled in a car crash. It 
was shocking because she was 
only in her early 20s and she 
had always been so vivacious 
and full of life. About an hour 
before I was due to go on 
stage, my mother told me the 
news, but at that stage it was too 
late to pull out of the conceit. 
When I went on. I dedicated my 
performance to her memory. 

Music is such an emotional 
thing. On that night I used my 
emotions and my sadness to give 


a better performance. Some- 
times when you bear sad news, 
you want to rush away and be 
on your own. But sometimes, 
thinking about that person and 
dedicating a performance to 
them is more important than be- 
ing silent because you cele- 
brate their memory. 

I take my music very seri- 
ously, it is my work. But at the 
end of the day, relationships 
with family and friends arc re- 
ally, really important things 
which can never be replaced by 
success or fame or anything ma- 
terial. I've learnt (hat when you 
work haul you can treat life too 
seriously. Life can end at any 
moment, so you should be with 
people that are dose to you and 
who make you happy. If I man- 
age to live ray life like that it will 
be cool by me. 

Interview by Nicole Vecsh 

Vanessa Mac's album 'Storm' 
is released on 27 October. 
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Tm not going 
to read that, 
Mummy - 
it’s boring’ 

A surprising number of bright 
children, exposed to books 
from babyhood, seem to prefer 
comics. Why? Is it because 
their parents have pushed them 
too hard? Or have they been 
given the wrong books? Dfanfl 
Appleyard decided to find out. 


-Come and look at this lovely book all 
about chickens,” I say pleadingly to my 
four-year-old daughter, who is visible 
only as a pair of scuffed blue shoes, stick- 
ing out of the Wendy house my local book 
shop so thoughtfully provides. “No. Tm 
playing wiv my Barbie,” says the deter- 
mined voice that conies with the feeL In 
a choice between books and Barbie, the 
flucnescent-pufa'knkkered wonder will win 
every time. 


about -making my children passionate 
about books. The first thing I bought both 
of them when they were bora were book- 
cases; which I set abou t fitting with all the 
books Fd loved as a child - Winnie ihe 
Pooh, Wind in the WUkrws, the "JflJ” pony 
books and the Mallory "Ewers i series. As 
soon as they were big enough to prop up- 
right, I read them stories every nigbL 
Did it work? The hefl it did. In book- 
shops, J drive my eldest daughter mad by 


plucking titles off the shelves and saying, 
“Wow! Susannah of the Yukon] I loved this 

when I was your age!"* “Bor-ing,” die says 
with all the hauteur a nine-year-old can 
muster, and veers off to pick up a large 
comic book which features a green man 
dripping in gore on the cover, with an ex- 
pletive such as “Urghhh" coming out of 
bus mouth. “Cool,” says Beth, and then we 
have an unseemly wrestle featuring the 
words “pocket money” and “rubbish” 
Meanwhfle, as Tm trying to steer my 
four-year-old towards Spot the Dog and 
Kipper , she picks up a closely-worded text- 
book abort dinosaurs ami seems absorbed. 

Do they not know what is good for 
them? Where did I go wrong? 

“Stop interfering,” says David Hdding, 
editorial director of Scholastic Children’s 
Books. “Parents can end up subverting 
children's natural acquisition of language 
by forcing books on them.” 

Whose side is he on? The children’s. 


of course. “Literature is all about ease of 
access,” he says. >r WeVe forgotten what it’s 
like to be a child, and what is easily 
accessible at six. If you give them some- 
thing they find difficult to read you can 
dose the door in their face." 

He also says that children inherently 
distrust anything we recommend to them. 
“Children suss that we have an in-built 
censorship. They know they don't get the 
full monty from their parents, so other 
children are far more influential. If a friend 
says ‘Read this, it’s great’, they will. If we 
say it, they won’t” 

The latest move in my campaign came 
this last weekend, by taking them io the 
children’s book bonanza at the Chel- 
tenham Literaiy Festival. “Don’t tell them 
it’s about books,” advised David Fielding. 
So off we trotted, telling my four-year-old 
we were going to the pictures. 

Our first port of call was a talk by Nick 
Butterworth, who writes the lovely “Percy 


the Park Keeper" stories. He strode on to 
the stage tike an overgrown child, and 
made an immediate connection with all the 
children, pretending lo be a bad magician, 
telling anecdotes about sore tummies 
and yucky medicines, acting out and 
drawing from his new book, Thud. Char- 
lotte, my four-year-old. sat there rapt 
throughout and squealed with ■glee when 
Percy himself made an appearance. She 
got to shake his band, but sbe carefully 
explained to me that the real Percy was 
inside the costume. Ah-hah, 

From there it was the Jemima Puddle- 
Duck Puppet Show. I thought children 
raised on a diet of Disney videos and Car- 
toon Network would find a puppet show 
boring. I couldn't have been more wrong: 
Charlotte sat riveted to the floor, belling 
out “It's behind you!” and “There he is!" 

We rushed back to see a Spot the Dog 
film-show, and then Charlie’s Birthday 
Party. This featured a man dressed up as 


Willy Wonka reading a previously un- 
published chapter from Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory by Roald DahL 
Then there was a quiz, which Beth and 
I cheated at but still didn't win. This went 
over Charlotte's head a bit, but it was OK 
because a woman at the front kept throw- 
ing chocolates into the audience. 

Finally we saw Roger McGough, who 
read some of his latest poems. I thought 
it was great, and snuffed and snorted away 
to myself, but even Beth found the language 
too hard to understand. Charlotte spent 
half-aii-hour Hying to get a bit of old chew- 
ing-gum off the carpet, and then ate it 
But all in all it was a highly enjoyable 
day, and next year Tm going to take them 
fbr both of the weekendsfealuring the child- 
ren's events. What lucky children 1 have. 

“Well," 1 said, aglow with virtue at the 
literature-soaked day my children had en- 
joyed. “What did you like best, Charlotte?” 
"The lady thr owin’ the sweets,” she said. 


the independent 

TUESDAY 
21 OCTOBER W? 


18/VI SUAL ARTS 


When the palpable meets the impalpable 



A nice, striking neo-classical album coven William Blake Rkhmondi ‘Sleep and 
Death Carrying the Body of Sarpedon into Lytfa’ Vancouver Museum 


Question: how do you know when a 
painting b a piece of Symbolist art? 
Answer when it doesn’t look as if it’s 
turned out quite right. 

So what have the Pre-Raphaelites done 
to deserve being renamed by the Tate? 

Towards the end of Mike Leigh’s play, Abigail's 
Party, Laurence (Bev's husband) makes a last, 
hopeless attempt to raise the tone. He tries to 
talk about Vbn Gogh. “They called him a Post- 
Impressionist,'' he announces, trembling, as the 
evening disintegrates, “but to my mind he was 
more of a Symbolist.” No response from any- 
one. Then he puts Beethoven's Fifth on the 
turntable and has a heart attack, 

He had a point But it's a trick you can try 
on almost every late 19th-century artist. Sym- 
bolism, big $, is the broadest and loosest of art 
phenomena It easily encompasses Gauguin and 
Klimt and Munch. Gustave Moreau, Ferdinand 
Hodler. Arnold Bockiin and many Belgian 
artists. It doesn’t mean a style - it covers many 
styles, ft's associated with mythological and fan- 
tastic subject matter, but not synonymous. It's 
defined, above all, by a certain tone: roughly 
speaking, non-specific spirituality and non-stan- 
dard eroticism, often combined: an arc which 
strains one way or another for the higher and 
the inner. 

The sense of strain is important. Symbolism 
seems an odd case, an ait movement that has 
almost no completely successful examples, 
But expressive awkwardness isn’t just Symbol- 
ism's bad luck, it’s another of its de fining fea- 
tures. There has to be something excessive or 
something unresolved for a work to qualify prop- 
erty. a feeling that the art can't quite bring off 
its transcendental aspirations or can't quite deal 


BY TOM 
LUBBOCK 


with the psychic forces behind it (Therefore Van 
Gogh generally isn’t included) And that, nat- 
urally, is what makes Symbolism so interesting 
- far more interesting, say, to be a Symbolist 
than a mere Pre-Raphaelite. 

At the Tate Gallery, now, there's a big ex- 
hibition called “The Age of Rossetti, Burne- 
Jones & Watts: Symbolism in Britain 
1860-1910”. The idea is an up for British art - 
not just to show our boys as part of this wide 
European mainstream, but as an original and 
driving force in it, and what’s more as a direct 
inspiration to some kinds of Modernist art that 
emerged from Symbolism (early work by Mon- 
drian and Duchamp, for example). I think the 
case is made, and pictures by European con- 
temporaries are included to help make it. Fm 
not sure how much it helps the work itself, 
though. "Justification by influence” is a dogma 
of art history but, as for what’s on show, one 
of the most persuasive arguments for the Sym- 
bolist label is that there's hardly a picture that 
comes out right And, putting history aside, what 
"Symbolism in Britain" offers is a chance to rev- 
el in a collection of bizarreries. 

Rossetti, for instance. Everyone, I guess, now 
sees that his later works, particularly those mean- 
eyed allegorical female portraits -once thought 
the epitome of poetical beauty-are up to some- 
thing extremely rum. Even at the time Holman 
Hunt found them "remarkable for gross sen- 
suality of a revolting kind", but the word we’d 
use now is “fetishistic”, for the way they dwell 
so emphatically on individual body parts - the 
torrents of hair, the gigantic, tumescent necks, 
the lips that stick to the face like a scarlet mol- 
lusc. And, inevitably, the post-Freud viewer won- 
ders if Rossetti really knew what he was doing, 
and rather hopes he didn't, because an inad- 
vertent giveaway is so much more fun. Well, Ros- 
setti may have lacked the language of 


psychoanalysis, but it’s hard to see bow be could 
have made it dearer. 

No, 2 exaggerate: you can make it clearer. 
The lips and dosed eyelids of Simeon Solomon’s 
Medusa are yet more moUusc-esque. and the 
whole face is rendered as a moist, rippling pulp, 
with the snakes slithering round it like goose- 


necks. But what holds you is that still you can't 
be quite sure how Solomon would have an- 
swered the question: so, did you mean to inti- 
mate genitals? Beardsley, one feels sure, would 
have taken the point quite in his stride, and that 
makes him a less curious artist, case-wise, though 
a far superior draughtsman. 


Conversely, one of the things that makes 
Burne-Jones look rather pointless in this com- 
pany is that these thoughts don’t seem even to 
half-cross bis mind. He does a four-picture 
sequence on the PygmaEon story, and the in- 
teresting business of stone turning to flesh un- 
der the sculptor's hand -which is in Ovid and 
part of the traditional tale - is neatly elided The 
statue comes alive in Scene 3 when the sculp- 
tor is out of the room, and in Scene 4 he gal- 
lantly kneels before her. Or should we see it as 
a very conscious omission, the reason be does 
the story in stages? Whichever, the mytholog- 
ical poser -“Did Galatea acquire pubic hair on 
animati on?” - isn't something Burne-Jones is 
going to answer. 

I don’t say everything in the exhibition leaves 
a funny taste. William Blake Richmond's Sleep 
and Death Carrying the Body of Sarpedon is a 
nice, striking neo-classical album cover. It 
helps, though. And for staggering awkwardness, 
it’s George Frederick Watts who provides the 
show’s star attraction. Many times I stopped 
short in front of a picture, open-mouthed, ask- 
ing: now, who on earth can have done that? It 
was always Watts. But then, this is Watts’s mod- 
ern fate. Every time his work gets an outing 
nowadays, people are at first astonished by its 
vast spiritual and artistic ambition - and then 
swiftly have to admit that, though a fascinat- 
ing enterprise, it’s a complete disaster. 

Witts was never any sort of Pre-Raphaelite. 
He always set his sights some way beyond the 
visible world. In the large set-piece pictures of 
the 1880s - with titles such as The Dweller in 
the Innermost, She Shall Be Called Woman, The 
All-Pervading, The Sower of Systems - be seems 
to be trying to create the imagery of some vague; 
homemade religion. It's a William Blake pro- 
ject, with tins big difference; that Blake, by using 
a flat and iconic language, wisely avoided the 
issue ofwbat the higher world might look like 
to the human eye. Watts tackled that head on. 
He attempted to visualise the ineffable, using 
grand allegorical figures materialising out of 
mists and glimmerings. 

The results are extraordinary, especially She 
Shall Be Called Woman, but extraordinarily 
awfuL He just can’t master the ambiguities he 
sets himself. He wants the allegory to be clear 
but the image to be mysterious, and in conse- 
quence the palpable and the impalpable get hor- 
ribly mixed up. The female body rises and 
dissolves in a murky cloud of vapours, flowers, 
hair and birds, which turn into a kind of sticky, 
miasmic fungus around her. The vision becomes 
physically disturbing, which might be fine in Sur- 
realism and even in Rossetti, but can't be what 
Watts was after. This picture is one of the ex- 
hibition’s big candidates for influence: specif- 
ically on Mondrian's early triptych Evolution, 
which is in die Mondrian show elsewhere in the 
Thte. The ascending woman is certainly echoed, 
and it's not a very happy picture either. But Mon- 
drian has completely cleaned away all Whtts’s 
visionary ectoplasmic goo, leaving something 
more Blake-like and diagrammatic - a much 
safer approach to the other side. 

Whtts probably realised that the beyond was 
beyond him. He once compared himself to a 
boy “who, being asked by his little sistertodraw 
God, made a great number of circular scribbles, 
and putting his paper on a soft surface, struck 
his pencil through the centre, making a great 
void” - but said that a picture like that would 
be absurd. A century later, of course, it would- 
n't be so absurd, and it’s easy to say that Wfctts 
should have been, and was on the road to be- 
ing, an abstract or indeed a conceptual artist 
(the God-figure in The Sower of Systems is very 
nearly lost in the paint swirls). But these 
anticipation-gambits always end up a bit 
patronising. It’s better to say that Vfatis, like 
so many other artists here, was -with the artis- 
tic and intellectual means at his disposal -sim- 
ply attempting the impossible. We can honour 
heroic failure in the arts as anywhere else. 
‘Symbolism in Britain 1860-1910' is at the Tate 
Gallery London SW1 (01 71 -887 8000) to 4 Jan 


Junk lost, treasures found 


Robert Rauschenberg 
and Margaret Mellis use 
unwanted fragments of 
their environments in 
their work ... with 
very different results, 
writes Richard Ingleby 

However you look at i( Robert 
Rauschenberg has played a ma- 
jor part in the art of the past 30 
years. Not just in bis native 
America, but hero as well, a liv- 
ing link to Duchamp and his 
ready-mades, gathering junk 
from the streets and turning it 
into paintings and sculpture. 
He’s currently the subject of a 
vast retrospective across New 
York (three venues and several 
hundred exhibits) and a rare 
commercial show of work made 
from 1994-1995 at the Bernard 
Jacobson Gallery in London. 

It's good to sec his work on 
this side of the Atlantic, although 
on the strength of these recent 
pictures it’s hard to see where his 
importance lies. Like all his work 
they incorporate found bits and 
pieces, m this case the pages of 
catalogues, comics and magazines 
-“The images that abuse and as- 
sault contemporary America,” as 
he puls it, transferred by com- 
puter on to canvas and painted 
over with fire wax. 

Some of the titles, like Tnra- 
siov and Wonder, suggest that the 


assembled bits might, like his 
sQkscreen collages of the Sixties, 
add up to some son of whole. 
One wants them to have a mean- 
ing, or at least to tell a story, but 
they don’t seem to, except per- 
haps as a reflection of the frag- 
mentary nature of modern 
times. This would explain 
"Shales”, the exhibition’s col- 
lective tide, but as ideas go, it 
seems a bit thin for a man of 
Rauschenberg's standing. 

Art, of course, doesn't have 
to he about anything. It’s jusl 
when it seems to be about some- 
thing and that something turns 

out to be nothing that it gets a 
bit frustrating. The opposite is 
true with the recent work of Mar- 
garet Mellis. Like Rauschen- 
berg, she works with found 
fragments of the world in which 
she lives, in her case bits of bro- 
ken boats bleached by the sun 
and (he sea and washed up near 
her home on the Suffolk coast, 
bits of nothing, in other words, 
that she turns into new and con- 
sistently surprising somethings. 

The current exhibition is a 
smaller and better selected ver- 
sion of the retrospective that 
opened in Edinburgh earlier in 
the year. It begins with a self-por- 
trait and an early landscape from 
her student days in the Thirties, 
but the first works of note arc the 
series of paper and card collages 
made soon after her arrival, in St 
Ives in 1939 - the pictures which 


best anticipate the driftwood 
constructions that she has been 
making for the last 20 years. 

These early collages owe 
something to the company she 
kept, particularly Gabo and 
Nicholson, and even after she 
moved away from St Ives in 1946 
her friendships with artists tike 
Patrick Hercm and William Scott 
seem to have defined ihe course 
of her career. It's not that her 
work is derivative, there’s a cer- 
tainty to what she does that’s en- 
tirely her own, but it’s impossible 
to look at these pictures without 
thinking of the Cornish 
connections. 

This retrospective covers a 
long and productive career. 
She’s in her eighties now and, 
extraordinarily, it’s the most 
recent work that looks like the 
best, or ai least the most re- 
solved and uniquely her own. 
There is joy in her driftwood 
constructions that’s all too rare 
these days: a sophisticated un- 
derstanding of colour and form, 
hut also a quirky originality 
and continual inventiveness 
which makes the likes of 
Rauschenberg look a little stale. 
It’s a fine exhibition. 

Robert Rauschenberg's ‘Shales' is 
at the Bernard Jacobson Gallery, 
J4a Clifford St, London W1 
\0 17 1-495 8575) to I Nov; Mar- 
garet Melus: A Retrospective is at 
Kapil Jarxurala, 4 Sew Burlington 
St. Wl f 0/71 43721721 to 15 No v 



‘Wonder' by Robert Rauschenberg, 1994; a reflection of the fra gmentary 
nature of modem times? Or a meaningless assortment of bits? 
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Bar snacks for the 
reading classes 


Text is like food and 
drink to graphic artist 
Kirsten Burke. And 
now, she tells Jennifer 
Rodger, she’s putting her 
writing on the wall at a 
bar near you 

Small wonder Lhat calligra- 
pher Kirsten Burke chooses 
to exhibit here. All Bar One 
is no ordinary drinking es- 
tablishment. Each branch 
works to the same basic for- 
mat: old sprung gym floors, 
wooden benches, church 
chairs and cool green interi- 
ors create an aesthetic that is 
at once simple and innova- 
tive, a real revolution in bar 
design. And now Kirsten 
Burke's calligraphic paint- 
ings will be adding their own 
extra textual dimension to the 
decor at various All Bar One 
branches around the country, 
starting this month at 
Ludgate Hill. 

Burke's exhibition offers a 
contemporary take on one of 
the most historic yet still un- 
usual forms of graphic design: 
decorative lettering. Her 
work sets out to challenge 
some of the most common 
current assumptions about 
her chosen art form - name- 
ly that it's best left to medieval 
monks, Japanese scribes or 
greetings card manufacturers. 

“There is a hang-up in this 
country about calligraphy,'' 
she says, “because it is so root- 
ed in well-known history, like 
the scriptures. But that's mis- 
leading. My work is modern 
art. Perhaps that is why 
America is more open to cal- 
ligraphy as an art form, be- 
cause it is a country with less 
of a history." 

It was while studying for a 
degree in graphic design that 
Burke found herself floun- 
dering between two disci- 
plines: typography and 
illustration. Accidentally 
stumbling upon an art review 
featuring Donald Jackson, 
calligrapher to the Houses of 
Parliament, she knew she had 
found her medium and went 
on to study calligraphy as a 
post-graduate. 

“I really like the integra- 
tion between the two areas 
which I had been studying at 
the lime. It enabled me to 
make letter-forms into visu- 
al images, to be legible in a 
shared language as well as a 
visual one. It means that, if 
one way fails, then there is an- 
other way lhat the picture can 
communicate. I suppose you 
could call it abstract art with 
an explanation." 

In her work, Burke com- 
bines decorative script with an 
image that also illustrates her 
chosen text. One quotation, 
for example, is taken from 
Shakespeare's Othello - a vit- 
riolic outburst against the 
“devil" drink: “Drunk? and 
speak parrot? and squabble? 
Swagger? Swear?... " Her 
splattering of shades of red 
and orange is like the spilling 

of a glass of red wine in an an- 
gry gesture. 

Another image offers a 

blue wash that goes down the 

page like cold, running water 
with the words written over if 
“I saw him even now going the 

way of all flesh, that is to say 


towards the kitchen. The 
emotional impact is height- 
ened by Burke’s use of blue 
food colouring to create the 
vivid coldness of choosing 
food over passion, while com- 
ic-book lettering hints at the 
image's humorous twist. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, 
the theme of the All Bar One 
shows is “Food and Drink”. 
But the quotations used have 
a more general currency, 
evoking places and feelings 
that most people will recog- 
nise. “The quotes I picked are 
part amusing and part in- 
tense. But, in the end, it 
must be pleasurable." says 
Burke, “jusl like drinking in 
a bar is." 

Some of her chosen texts 
gain in weight and charm by 
being placed in this particu- 
lar context. For example: 
“Not drunk is he who from 
the floor can rise and still 
drink more. But drunk is he 
who prostrate ties without the 
power to drink or rise." Lit- 
erature in bitesized form fits 
well among people chatting 
and snacking at the bar and 
may even become a talking- 
paint. Burke hopes that her 
work will “inspire people to 
read”. 

That’s a thought echoed by 
Jill Hembling, the general 
manager of the Ludgate All 
Bar One. “It’s something a tit- 
tle bit different and hasn't 
been done before fay us. It will 
give something back to the 
regulars and will give people 
something to talk about or 
read while they're waiting 
for a drink or friends.” 

On picking such an un- 
usual venue, Burke says: “I 
chose to show my work here 
as 1 think it fits well with the 
looks of All BarOne. The bar 
has a very minimalist interi- 
or, like a gallery, but I can also 
use the fixtures in the bar to 
implement my work or hang 
it on." In fact, her pictures will 
bang above the puntere from 
the steel-boxed extractor fens 
and station-clock. “I’m just 
hoping it doesn’t freak out or 
knock out!" she says. 

That's unlikely. Although 
this is the first time an All Bar 
One has shown ori ginal art, 
the chain has afreatfy held a 
successful fashion show at its 
Canary Wharf branch. “Be- 
cause it is a bar, it avoids the 
suggestion lhat you have to be 
a certam type of person to en- 
joy looking at art," says 
Burke. 

As Habitat, Paul Smith 
and countless cute cafes all 
begin to display original art 
work, while even poems 
adorn lube trains, Burke 
hopes lhat her exhibition will 
continue to “promote a 
friendlier model and up-to- 
date view of calligraphy and 
an in general. This exhibition 
is a bit of an experiment, so 
n will be interesting to see the 
response." 

So for anyone who still 
thinks of calligraphy as just 
something you find on your 
Certficatc of Merit from Sun- 
day school or basket-weaving 

das, it’s high time to think 

3 rn?u • A f ld for an V° ne who 
still thinks that bare are just 
in the business of selling 
booze watch out: the writ- 
es already on the wall at All 
BarOne. 


m 
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PWDp L Ravenhill, 
anthropologist and museum 
curator: bom Bath 2 June 
IMS; Director, West African 
Museums Project (Abidjan, 
Ivory Coast) and Senior 
Research Fellow, 
International African 



institute (London) 1982-87; 
Chief Curator, National 

Museum of African Art 
(Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington DC) 1987-97; 
married Judith Thriyan (two 
sons, one daughter; marriage 
fcssotved); died Washington 
DC 13 October 1997. 



part V stand 


eliy-dancer 


To say that Philip Ravenhill’s 
death was untimely is no over- 
statement. The National 
Museum of African Art, Wash- 
ington DC - where he had 
worked for the last decade - is 
in the throes of marking its 10th 
anniversary. Ravenhill s cele- 
bratory exhibition showing do- 
nated works of African art has 
just opened 

He was also due this week 
to present an important com- 
munication in Amsterdam on 
protecting the African her- 
itage. A major exhibition re- 
flecting NMAA's developing 
collection of works by con- 
temporary African artists, 

which he was largely re- 
sponsible, was being planned. 
He was still young and still 
taking on new ventures with 
undiminished energy. 

Ravenhill was in at the start 
of the NMAA in its new 
premises, joining shortly before 
the extraordinary addition to 
the architectural and museo- 
logical delights of the famous 
Mall opened to the public. He, 
together with Sylvia Williams 
(the first director), Roy Sieber 
and Rosalind Walker (the cur- 
rent director), gave the new 
institution its style, its adven- 
turous acquisitions policy and 
its consistent high quality of 
d jj iibitions. 

Ravenhill’s upbringing, 
however, was not exclusively in 
the United States. He was born 
in England, in Bath, and re- 
ceived his early education at 
Portora Royal School in En- 
niskillen when his' parents 
moved to Co Fermanagh. His 


father was a Methodist minis- 
ter with evangelical leanings 
which eventully took the fam- 
py to Bible-bclt America, where 
he completed his schooling. I 
once asked him. half jokingly, 
whether his American citizen- 
ship was an insuperable im- 
pediment to ever persuading 

him back to work in Britain. He 

chuckled in his familiar way and 
replied: “No problem. Sure. I’m 
an Ulsterman really.” 

He remained committed to 
work in Washington, but he was 
amenable to joining the Peer 
Review panel looking at the 
British Museum's exhibitions in 
1995 and last year he gave an 
important talk on aesthetics as 
the British Museum's annual 
Wiliam Fagg lecture. 

He brought to his work at 
the NMAA both an enviable 
knowledge of African art and 
also a very considerable expe- 
rience of African museums. 
This was invaluable in situating 
Ws institution in an interna- 
tional as well as as a national 
context. His work in Africa 
began in 1972 whilst be was a 
postgraduate at the New 
School of Social Research, New 
York. He moved to Ivory Coast 
and began a lasting association 
with the University of Abidjan 
during which he focused 
on what became his leading 
interest, the anthropological 
approach to visual culture. 

His work was principally 
conducted among the Wan, 
Baule, Lobi and Guro. Indeed 
the two monographs by which 
he will perhaps be best re- 



Photpgraph: Franko Khoury 


membered deal with the art of 
the Baule - in particular his 
book Drcanv: and Reverie: im- 
a&s of other-world mates among 
the Baule. WstAfnca (1996). Al- 
though this is a mueb-written- 
about field, the depth of 
Ravenhill’s anthropological 
knowledge placed him in a spe- 
cial position as an interpreter. 

In all of this time he was in 
direct contact with artists, he 
made films about Ivorian art. 
and he also worked extensive- 
ly with museum collections in 
Africa itself. He had an in- 
creasing sense of the frustrations 
of African museums, often giv- 
en low priority by ministries of 
culture, with somewhat demor- 
alised staff and static collections; 
sometimes with diminishing 
collections through theft. 

But Ravenhill was far from 
throwing his hands up in de- 
spair and disengaging. In 1982 
he linked up with the local rep- 
resentative of the Ford Foun- 
dation and began developing 
small projects in the field erf 
cultural preservation and edu- 
cation. From (his emerged the 
West African Museums Project, 
now Programme (Wamp), 
which he set up, initially 
in Abidjan, and which he di- 
rected for the five years before 
his move to Washington. The 
International African Institute 
in London was enlisted to 
provide an independent 
international context. 

Wimp developed a particu- 
lar philosophy. Its intention 
was not to try to make up 
deficits in national governmen- 
tal funding. It sought rather to 
co-ordinate attention to com- 
mon problems and use small 
grants to encourage significant 
local initiatives in the cultural 
and educational field. An ex- 
hibition in a small museum in 
the African countryside on the 
tsetse fly was more likely to gain 
Wimp support than a request 
from a national museum for. 
say, a state-of-the-art fumigation 
chamber. This was a refreshing 
antidote to the paternalistic 
sentiment or political correct- 
ness which so readily crowds 
out proper professionalism. 

In his lime at Wamp Raven- 
hfll worked with well over 60 


different museums in 14 coun- 
tries in West Africa helping de- 
sign and support projects to 
improve training and research, 
working with collections and 
linking museums to (heir load 
communities. He became one 
of Air Afiiqucs best customers. 

Wamp’swork goes on. It has 
now evolved further into an 
African NGO, with - a Nigerian 
chairman, a Bcninois director, 
and a secure base in Dakar, 
Senegal But it still retains a phi- 
losophy of engagement which 
Ravenhill set out as its ori ginal 
intent, and he continued on 
active role in shaping its future. 

It was typical of him that, in 
attending the conference on Il- 
licit Trade in African Antiqui- 
ties this week, he was intending 
to lake a robust and challeng- 
ing approach. His view was 
that unquestionably museums 
must co-operate to stem the in- 
creasing tide of looting of ar- 
chaeological sites. Beyond that, 
however, there are the wider 
and still unresolved issues of 
how to further intellectual co- 
operation between the inter- 
national museum and academic 
community and African ar- 
chaeologists or museum pro- 
fessionals. That too. he was 
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Pilar Miro 


intending to say, needs to be 
part of the wider strategy. 

Over the summer I learnt of 
another of his talents. He gen- 
erously suggested that qiy fam- 
ily might stay in his house on 
Lillie Cranberry Island off the 
coast of Maine. He had de- 
signed and largely built the 
limber-framed bouse himself. 
Ravenhill was clearly in tune 
with Rudolf Steiner’s principles 
of craftsmanship. Partition 
walls were at odd angles, roun- 
ded portholes gave unexpected 
views on to the living space be- 
neath - all of which, he con- 
fessed, he had worked out 
whilst recovering from malaria. 

He had very considerable 
skills as a carpenter and clear- 
ly took great pleasure in prac- 
tical things. Indeed, he was 
also working at the time of his 
death on his new bouse in 
Washington with his compan- 
ion of recent years, the art 
historian Massumed Farhad. 

- John Mack 


Pilar Mtro, film director: 
bom Madrid 20 April 1940; 
Head of Cinematography, 
Ministry of Culture 1982-05; 
Head of Spanish Broadcasting 
1986-09; (one son); died 
Madrid 19 October 1997. 


The dictator Franco had been 
dead four years, but Pilar Mir6 
had to fight for another three, 
until 1981, before her film 
The Crime of Cuenca - deeply 
offensive to Spain's military 
establishment- was given per- 
mission to be shown. It was the 
box-office hit of the year. 

Born into a military family, 
she was a rebel from the start, 
junking law for film studies and 
joining the Spanish Socialist 
Party the moment it was le- 
galised in 1976. As a woman, a 
single mother, who triumphed 
in a male-dominated profes- 
sion, he^jjfo encapsulates the 
cultural history of Spain after 
the dictatorship fell in 1 975. 


Miro became Felipe Gon- 
zalez’s image consultant during 
the 1982 election campaign 
that swept the Socialists to 
power. The combination of 
youthful* modernity and polit- 
ical moderation that the young 
Socialist leader projected 
caught the public mood and 
kept him m power for 14 years. 

The new government 
promptly put Mir6 in charge of 
the Spanish movie business, and 
w ithin a year she had given 
Spain one of the most liberal 
fQm censorship laws in Eu- 
rope - hard-core porn cannot 
be shown to under- 18s, but all 
other ratings are simply for 
guidance. She also struck the 
first deal between the movie 
business and the state-run Tele- 
visidn Espanola, strongly 
favouring Spanish films . 

The law with which she was 
most associated, the “Mif6 
Law" of 1984, introduced an ex- 
traordinarily generous system 
of subsidies that encouraged an 


explosion of young talent in the 
1980s “ rnovida ”. Spanish pro- 
ducers could obtain from the 
authorities up to half the esti- 
mated cost of their films in ad- 
vance. The handout was 
repayable, but out of further 
subsidies. Extra money was 
available for films deemed of 
“special quality” and even more 
for high-cost projects. A Eu- 
ropean Commission official 
commented at the time: “If I 
were a Spaniard I'd quit my job 
and go and make films .” 

One effect was to boost art- 
house movies at the expense of 
vulgar but popular sex comedies 
that bad been the industry’s sta- 
ple since the early Seventies. 
Another effect was the bal- 
looning of production budgets. 
Pedro Almodovar shot to fame 
during her reign, but the num- 
ber of films made in Spain 
dropped by half. In 1989 her law 
was cancelled and its generous 
terms trimmed back sharply. 

Miro took charge of the 


Spanish radio and television 
monopty RTVE in 1986, but 
quit under a cloud in 1989. Ac- 
cused of using the corporation's 
money to buy clothes and jew- 
ellery for herself and presents 
for her friends, she paid back 
four million pesetas (£20.000) 
and, after a protracted court 
case, was acquitted of all 
charges in 1992. 

With a string of prize- 
winning films to her credit, 
she became best known for her 
live broadcasts of the wed- 
dings of the two royal princess- 
es, Elena in Seville in 1995 and 
Cristina just over two weeks 
ago in Barcelona. To television 
audiences used to juddeiy. in- 
trusive camera work, she 
introduced standards of film- 
making that won her plaudits 
throughout Spain, and espe- 
cially from King Juan Carlos 
and Queen Sofia, who came to 
pay their respects after her 
heart attack on Sunday. 

. - Elizabeth Nash 
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Henry Pelling 


Henry Mathison Petting, 
historian: bom Prenton, 
Cheshire 27 August 1920; 
Fellow and Praelector in 
Modem History, Queen's 
College, Oxford 1949-65, 
Tutor 1950-65, Dean 1963-64, 
Supernumerary Fellow 1980; 
Fellow, St Johnfe College, 
Cambridge 1966-80 (nodus 
ejectus 1980), 1980-97; 
Assistant Director of 
Research (History), 
Cambridge University 1966- 
76, Reader in Recent British 
History 1976-80 (Emeritus); 
FBA 1992; died Cambridge 14 
October 1997. 

* 

Henry Pelling was a no- 
nonsense, no-flourishes histo- 
rian of modern Britain for 
whom history was a matter of 
fact. When in his celebrated re- 
view of AJ.P. Thylor’s English 
History 1914-45 (1965) Pelling 

took Thylor to task for his neglect 


of the social and economic as- 
pects of his subject, and for his 
alleged carelessness with fact, it 
was no doubt the latter dere- 
liction that pained Pelling more. 

There was nothing flam- 
boyant about him. Everyone's 
idea of a Cambridge don (or for 
that matter an Oxford don), he 
was happier in the company of 
his college colleagues than in 
the public forum. Past master 
of the devastating quip and 
meter-out of the barbed one- 
liner. shortly before his death 
he mentioned that he needed, 
to send a letter to bis col- 
league, Professor X. Would I 
bring him an envelope and a 
postage stamp? ftuse, while he 
licked his lips: Then: “A second- 
class stamp will be sufficient." 

“Telling here,” be would 
answer on picking up the 
phone, and sounded forbidding. 
But he wasn’t Not at 'all. 
Though dry he was not arid, as 


some college bachelors tend to 
become, given time. The chil- 
dren of his Oxford colleagues 
named their hamsters after 
him, because for all the outward 
appearance of austerity he de- 
lighted in his colleagues' fam- 
ilies, submitted cheerfully to the 
rigours of their Christmases, 
regularly enquired the progress 
of their children, and when 
those children were growing up 
would invite them to things and 
make a great fuss of them. 
There were occasions when he 
seemed to be missing some- 
thing, sometimes quite keenly. 

The son of 8 stockbroker, 
Henry Pelling was at Birken- 
head School between the ages 
of six and eighteen and in 1939 
entered St John's College. 
Cambridge. Reading Classes, 
he gained a First Gass in Part 
I of the Tripos before depart- 
ing for war service in the Roy- 
al Engineers. Returning to 


Cambridge in 1947 he was 
awarded a starred First in Part 
II of the Historical Tripos. In 
1949 he migrated to Oxford to 
a Fellowship at Queen’s Col- 
lege. Felling often recalled that, 
whereas Queen’s told him to 
bring black tie, the LSE, where 
be was also under considera- 
tion. promised to reimburse 
him his train fare. What he did 
not recall, and this was most un- 
characteristic, was whether or 
not the LSE bad been prepared 
to convey him first class. 

His Oxford years saw Palling 
at his most prolific. Between 
1954 and 1963 no fewer than 
nine of his sixteen books were 
published, among them his 
America and the British Left 
(1956) and The British Com- 
munist Party (1958), as well as 
studies of the American, labour 
movement and British trade 
unionism and his widely 
renowned Short History of the 


Labour Party (1961), now in its 
Uth edition. Although he was 
prevailed upon to serve as 
Dean of Queen’s in 1962-63, 
writing and research occupied 
him almost entirely. On being 
asked whether he had any 
problems and answering that, 
yes, his gas fire didn’t work, a 
freshman was disconcerted to 
be told by the Dean that his 
didn't either. Very Pelling. 

In 1966 he returned to Cam- 
bridge as Assistant Director of 
Research in History and to the 
Fellowship of St John's where 
he spent the rest of his life, and, 
despite having some 40 re- 
search students under his su- 
pervision, remained highly 
productive. In 1971, however, 
be suffered a severe stroke 
and despite all that be wrote 
thereafter, including his enor- 
mous biography Winston 
Churchill (1974), he was really 
never the sam e again and after 


an accident in 1994 became 
increasingly frail. 

Even so, a combination of 
his own iron determination 
and the care that his college was 
able to provide enabled him in 
the last year of his life to see his 
last book. Churchill's Peace- 
time Ministry 1951-55 (1996). 
through the press. Nor was 
there any diminution of the 
terrier-like commitment to the 
cause of accuracy which had 
earlier set him in pursuit of the 
likes of Palme Dutt, Oswald 
Mosley and their posthumous 
apologists. 

In his Who’s Who entry he 
chose to describe himself as “so- 
cius ejectuf' of St John’s , re- 
ferring to the brief lapse of his 
fellowship in 1980. The puck- 
ishness was typical on two 
counts, revealing both the al- 
lusive and the pernickety in him. 
The allusion was to Thomas 
Baker, the non-juror Fellow of 


St John's who described him- 
self as “ejected” in the early 
1700s. As to the rest, suffice it 
to say that not everyone at the 
time saw it Felling’s way. “Dash 
it an," he would say, as he 
often did. 

Pelling was as widely known 
for his genuinely good will as 
he was for his seriously bad 
puns. Secretly generous, he 
made a great pretence of being 
careful with his pennies. When 
psephology was invented, he 
was there lying in wait for it, his 
The Social Ceogyapb/ of British 
Elections 1885-1910 (1967) con- 
stituting a pioneering contri- 
bution to the subject. Before 
long the bookies were in dread 
of him, eventually refusing to 
take his bets on elections un- 
less he would also bet on the 
horses. Even so he made a 
killing on the size of Labour’s 
recent majority. 

When I last saw him, two 



Pelling: puckish 


days before he died, and was 
alarmed by the uncharacteris- 
tic absence of newspapers and 
asked him (more or less) how 
he was filling his days, “I hove 
taken to listening to 77ie 
Archers ," he replied. “I may 
say I cannot make much of 
it.” Given time, be would no 
doubt sooner or later have de- 
tected error in the affairs of 
Ambridge too. 

- Peter Linehan 



BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


^VRRIAGES 

WnJONS/PRATfc On 11 October 
1 997. Harriet (6 Simon, at Sr Cbwfs 
Qwrch, Bishops Tachbtook- 

deaths 

ARMSTRONG: Professor Arthur Ffi- 
!aiy. peacefully, at Hereford Gener- 
al Hospital on 16 October. Funeral 
ai 12 noon in Ludkw Rffish Church. 
24 October, ffensly Boners; donation 
lor Bardsey Island That Appeal, ch 
G. Hiron, Funeral Director, Wheel- 
wrights’ Shop, Brumfield, Ludlow, 

Shropshire. 

memorial SERVICES 

PHTE2JGER: A memorial service for 

ihe Rev Dr Norman Pitien^rwfll be 

held in King’s College Chapel Cam- 
bridge, on Saturday 8 November at 
2,30pm. All welcome. 

Announcements for 
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES A DEATHS 
(Births, Marriages, Deaths, Memo - 
rid sennet* wfikfinfaiwlversarte, 
In Memorfom) should be sent bi wnt- 
inj, to the CwiW Editor, The In* 
dnUndentl CwradlSqu^Cmry 
Whaf{ London EH 5D L. telephoned 
to 0171-293 2M2 or faxed no 0171-293 

2010, and are darted et £ 62 W » Hne 

(VAT extra). OTHER Gaze tt e ap- 
uouncementa mure be uibndmed In 
writing (or fared) and art charged 

at flO a Hne, VAT extra. They should 

be accompanied by a daytime tele- 
phone number. 


Birthdays 

Sir Malcolm Arnold, composer, 76; 
Mr Geoffrey Boycott, cricketer, 57; 
Mr David Campese, rugby pbyec 35; 
Mr Norman Clarke, Emeritus Sec- 
retary and Registrar, Institute' of 
Mathematics, 8L Miss Maureen 
Duffy, novelist, 64; Miss Carrie Fish- 
er, actress, 41; Mr Simon Gray, 
playwright, 61; Lord Grieve, a for- 
mer Senator of the College of Jus- 
tice in Scotland, 80; The Rev Peter 
Hackett SJ, former Master, Campi- 
on Hail Oxford, 73; Dr Evan Har- 
ris MP, 32; Miss Natalia Mafcwcwa, 
ballerina, 57; Mr Pieter Mandeisoo 
MR Minister Without Portfolio, 44; 
Mr Manfred Mann, musician, 57; 
Professor Sir Roy Marshall former 
High Commissioner for Barbados, 
77; Miss Nadia Nerina, former pri- 
es ballerina, 70; Mr John Stevens. 
HM Inspector of Constabulary, 55; 
Lord Thomas of Swynncrtaa, histo- 
nan, 66; Mr Fkands %rner. poet and 
playwright, 60; Dr Elsie Wddowson, 
nutritionist, 91. 

Anniversaries 

Births Katsushika Hokusai painter, 
wood-engraver and printmakerr, 
1 76ft Samuel Tkykir Coleridge, poet 


and writer, 1772; Alfred Bernhard 
Nobel indust rialis t and founder of 
the Nobel Prizes, 1833; Sr Georg 
Solti (Gyorgy Stern), conductor, 
1912; Leonard Rossiter, actor, 1926. 
Deaths: Edmund Waller, poet. 1687; 
Horatio, first Viscount Nelson, killed 
at Trafalgar 1805; Jack (Jean- Louis 
Lebris de) Knrouac, poet and nov- 
elist, 1969; Bob Todd, actor, 1992; 
Bun Lancaster (Burton Stephen 
Lancaster), actor, 1994. On this 
dqc the Jranco-Spanisb fleet was de- 
feated at the Baule ofUafalgar, 1805; 
the first British nuclear submarine, 
HMS Dreadnought, was b u n ch e d. 
i960; 140 lives were lost when a 
slagbeap collapsed at Abetfan, South 

W^es, 1966. Today is ibe Feast Day 
of St Condedus, Si Fmian or Munnu 
of Thghmoa, St HBarion. St John of 
Bridlington, St Malchus and St Tbda. 

Professor Carel Weight 

A memorial evening for Professor 
Carel Weight CH CBE RA (1908- 
1997) wffl be held at the Royal 
Academy on Sunday 16 November 
at 7pm. Those wishing to attend 
should inform the Secretary’s Office 
in writing. Royal Academy of Arts, 
Piccadilfy, London W1 V ODS. 
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LAW RE PORT: 2i October 1997 


Damages not subordinate to other creditors’ claims 


Damages recoverable by a 
member of a company in 
proceedings against the 
company for negligent 
misrepresentation said to 
have induced the member to 
purchase hb shares from a 
third party were not sums 
due to the member “in hb 
character of a member** 
within section 74{2){F) of the 
Insolvency Act 1986, and 
would not, therefore, be 
subordinated to the dalms of 
other creditors of the 
company; 

Soden arid anorv British & 
Gormvomwalth HokSn^ pic (in 
administration) and ors House of 
Lords (Lord Browne- VVftinsoa Lord 
Uoyd of Berwick, Lord Steyn. Lord 
Hoffman. Lord Hope of Crai^iead) 

16 October 1997 


The House of Lords dismissed 
the appeal of the administra- 
tors of Atlantic Computers pic 
against the decision of the 


Court of Appeal dismissing 
their appeal against directions 
given by the trial judge in an ac- 
tion for damages for negligent 
misrepresentation brought 
against Atlantic by British & 
Commonwealth Holdings pic. 

In 1988 B&C had bought 
the whole of the share capital 
of Atlantic for £434m. Atlantic 
and B&C bad both subsequ- 
ently gone into administration. 
B&C had brought proceed- 
ings against, inter aha, Atlantic 
(the main action) for damages 
for negligent misrepresenta- 
tion said to have been made by 
Atlantic to induce B&C to ac- 
quire its shares, and against 
Barclays de Zoete Wedd Ltd 
(the BZW action) for damages 
for negligent advice given in re- 
lation to the acquisition of At- 
lantic’s stores, BZW had issued 
third party proceedings against 
Atlantic for contribution and 
damages. 


fo March 1994 the court ap- 
proved a scheme of arrange- 
ment to which B&C was not a 
party which provided that, sub- 
ject to the payment of prefer- 
ential liabilities, the scheme 
assets should be distributed pari 
passu between the scheme cred- 
itors broadly on the same basis 
as if Atlantic were in liquidation. 

Neither the main action 
nor the BZW action had yet 
come to trial. In the present 
proceedings the administra- 
tors had applied to the court for 
directions, inter alia, whether 
the damagps and costs recov- 
erable by B&C and BZW if the 
actions succeeded would be 
subordinated to the claims of 
the other creditors of Atlantic 
by virtue of being sums due to 
a “member of the company (in 
his character as a member)” 
within section 74{2XQ of foe 
Insolvency Act 1986. The trial 
judge had held that neither 


B&C’s claim nor that of BZW 
would be subordinated to the 
claims of the other creditors. 
Robin Boas QC and Professor Dan 
Prentice ( Cameron McKenna) for 
the appellants; WUtiam Stubbs QC 
and Catherine Roberts (Stephenson 
Harwood) for the respondents. 

Lord Browne-WiUdnson said 
that in the absence of any con- 
trary indication sums due to a 
member “in his character of a 
member” within the terms of 
section 74(2)(Q were only 
those sums the right to which 
was based by way of cause of 
action on the statutory contract 
between the members and the 
company in section 14(1) of the 
Companies Act 1985. 

Great reliance had been 
placed for the administrators 
on the decisions in In re Ad- 
dlesione Linoleum Company 
(1887) 37 Ch d 191, and Webb 
Distributors (Aust)PtyLtdv State 


qf Victoria (1993) 1 1 ACSR 731, 
in both of which it bad been 
held that a sum due in respect 
of damages payable for breach 
of contract or misrepresentation 
made by the company 00 the oc- 
casion of the issue, as opposed 
to the purchase, of its shares was 
excluded by the section. 

There was, however, noth- 
ing in Addlestone to justify the 
application of that decision to 
cases where the claim made 
against the company was found- 
ed on a misrepresentation 
made by the company on the 
purchase of existing Glares from 
a third party. To allow proof for 
such a daim in competition wilh 
the general body of creditors did 
not either directly or indirect- 
ly produce a reduction of cap- 
ital The decision in Wbbb stood 
on exactly the same footing. 

Hie appeal would be 
dismissed. 

- Kate O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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It is an irresistible vision: Ann Wid- 
decombe on a quad bike, wearing her 
“Hague" baseball cap back to front, 
charging over the Eastbourne sand 
dunes, while Bill Cash and Sir George 
Young shoot each other with paint pel- 
lets, leading teams of MPs called 
Seeps and Feds. 

A Conservative spokesman tried to 
throw us off the scent of what is really 
happening at today’s think-in and 
bonding session for MPs in the Grand 
Hotel, claiming that war games and 
“■primal scream therapy” are off the 
agenda. What a pity. Instead, the two- 
day event is being billed as a “confer- 
ence” which will debate issues as the 
Tbry party adjusts to opposition. 

But we all know what this kind of 
“conference” really means. Every large 
organisation these days sends its entire 
middle and senior management on 
awaydays at country hotels to build 
team spirit and the co-operative ethos. 


There are workshops, seminars, brain- 
storms, plenary sessions - and embar- 
rassing games designed to get people 
to know and trust each other. Then 
they stay up all night and drink a lot 
When the memo comes round from 
the boss announcing that everyone will 
attend (no spouses), hearts sink. Do we 
have to? they all complain, knowing 
that 'they must go. Tory MPs, on 
receipt of William Hague’s letter in 
July, responded no differently, 
instantly regretting that they had 
elected a former McBUnsey’s man- 
agement consultant to the leadership. 
The grander ones found that - sadly 
- their diaries were booked solid 
through to October and beyond. 
Michael Heseltine was asked if a prior 
engagement prevented his attendance. 
“Tm sure there must be one," he said 
airily. Sir Edward Heath is on a speak- 
ing tour in Japan. John Major is “too 
busy”. Only one MP has offered out- 


right defiance. Nicholas Soames said 
he refuses to go “on principle”, 
although he was unable to say exactly 
which principle prevents him. 

Then, in every office, there are the 
jokers who subvert the whole business 
with irony. Alan dark said: “I wouldn’t 
miss it for the world.” The ones who 
really need to be watched, though, are 
the enthusiasts, the ones who were 
never allowed to ride go-karts when 
they were young, or who really do want 
to discuss corporate rebranding. 

In all, the Eastbourne thinkathon 
offers a fascinating insight into the pre- 
sent agonies of the Conservative party. 
The clash of cultures is audible 60 
miles away. The black-tie culture of 
England’s old social elite (Soames 
and Clark) meets the baseball-cap 
culture of modern British manage- 
ment. Note that the old culture won 
the right to alcohol during proceed- 
ings. But the new culture has the 


upper hand. Mr Hague’s deputy party 
chairman is Sir Archie Norman, tos 
man who turned dowdy Asda super- 
markets into a stock-market p&enofo- ■ 
eoon with a can-do, egalitanaB for- 
mula - first-name badges for all staH 
and no chairs in meeting rooms to get 

decisions made fast. 

In this culture, executive awaydays 
are the absolutely standard way ot 
effecting change in organisations. 

Indeed, easy though it may be to 
mock, they are often valuable exercises 

- at the very least they let off steam and 

rive people a break. 

*But there must be doubts as to 
whether the methods used by com- 
mercial companies or public-sector 
service providers such as the BBL. ar 
right for a political party. Getting 
Teresa Gorman and Kenneth Clarke 
to free-associate on “globalisation , or 
to listen to a presentation by Sir 1 un 
Bell on “advertising around the 


‘“K t.r.le Mint about MPs is that . 
The whole fissiparouV: 
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Wincing show of working as a team. 
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Town and country 

Sir You report the claim that 
“mere urban building would 
mean •(own damming 1 and the 
loss of parks and playing fields" 
(“Historic challenge to the na- 
tion’s green belt", 16 October). 

Where high environmental 
quality is achieved, densely pop- 
ulated city suburbs are much 
sought-after, not least because 
of easy access to culture and 
leisure. Well-maintained squares 
also add value and take up for 
less space than the treeless green 
deserts which accompany low- 
density suburban bousing 
Paris and Milan make new 
public parks the centre of their 
regeneration policies. In Britain, 
depopulating cities are made 
worse by acres of dysfunctional 
green spaces. We seem only to 
care about quantity, never qual- 
ity. Wfc have a Countryside Com- 
mission dedicated to creating 
better access to the countryside 
for recreation but no agency 
gives the same attention to the 
green spaces near to our homes. 

Saving the countryside from 
urban sprawl cannot be done un- 
til we improve urban quality. 
ALAN BARBER 
President 

Institute of Leisure arui 
Amenity Management 
Bristol 

Sin Your article on the Hert- 
fordshire green belt housing 
plan and tire responses from the 
Royal Town Planning Institute 
and Hertfordshire County 
Council (Letters. IS October) 
draw attention to the growing 
confusion of interests between 
neighbouring local authorities. 

The proposed housing estate 
will lie underneath the eastern 
flight path from Luton airport. 
Luton Borough Council, the 
owner of the airport, has re- 
cently given planning consent 
for the airport to expand pas- 
senger usage and air traffic. Two 
county councils, three district 
councils and other town and 
parish councils have com- 
mented on the plan, mainly be- 
cause of noise pollution, but 
with mention also of increasing 
pressure on the Green Bek. 

With the larger more im- 
portant plans, is the present sys- 
tem of local planning 
authorities, often with con- 
flicting interests, good enough 
to provide the fairest results for 
the communities affected? 
.ANTHONY FLIND 
King's K olden. Hertfordshire 
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Lords reform 

Sin I am an independent peer. 
In its enthusiasm, your leading 
artide on Lords reform (16 Oc- 
tober) failed to recognise that 
the present House is working 
well, that it is not a party cham- 
ber and should never compete 
with the House of Commons; 
and that it must preserve its 
one-quarter element, of inde- 
pendent or cross-bench peers 
even in a reformed chamber. 

It has long been agreed 
even by Conservatives that 
hereditary peers must go. even 
if some are created life peers. 
There will be. as you say. "ab- 
sorbing debate” about it. next 
year or the year after, but there 
is nothing contentious here. 
The real issue is whether any 
such change can be carried 
out without corresponding con- 
stitutional reform or threat to 
the present composition of Lhe 
House. I hope that it can. tty all- 
party consensus, but many 


peers are wagging their heads 
about available parliamentary 
time even for manifesto com- 
mitments. They have, of course, 
seen it not happen before. 

The Earl of SANDWICH 
Beaminster, Dorset 

Cold handshake 

Sir. The idea that influenza and 
the common cold are spread by 
handshakes followed by rubbing 
of one's eves, rather than by 
coughing and sneezing, has in- 
teresting and far-reaching con- 
sequences if true (report, lb 
October). 

We should see marked dif- 
ferences in the patterns of in- 
cidence of these diseases from 
one social group to another de- 
pending on whether hand- 
shaking was a common mode 
oF greeting. 

Schools and Army barracks 
arc often thought of as places 
where epidemics can explode. 
Yet school children do not rou- 


tinely shake hands with their 
friends when they meet, nor do 
members of the armed forces, 
a salute rather than a hand- 
shake being more common. 
Handshaking is the normal 
mode of greeting in the business 
and financial sectors - if the hy- 
pothesis you report were real- 
ly valid, a winter epidemic 
could decimate the financial 
world. The cheapest way to pre- 
vent such a disaster would be 
to legislate against handshakes 
rather than continue the prac- 
tice of doling out ineffective flu 
vaccines! 

Influenza pandemics in the 
past have led to tens of millions 
of deaths the world over, and 
it is conceivable that a new 
pandemic could be with us any 
day. We need to deal honest- 
ly with all the facts relating to 
flu. 

Professor CHANDRA 
WICKRAMAS1 NGH E 
Professor Sir FRED HOYLE 
Cardiff 


Criminal justice 

Sin It is pleasing to win recog- 
nition for the openness and en- 
thusiasm of the Criminal Cases 
Review Commission, as noted 
in Paul Donovan's article “Still 
no answer to the riddle of ap- 
peals" (15 October). I would, 
however, like to make it clear 
that we have clarified our pol- 
icy with regard to the admissi- 
bility of cases. 

Our mission is to investigate 
suspected miscarriages of crim- 
inal justice. This means that we 
do not operate rigid thresholds 
over which applicants must fust 
pass. It is generally recognised 
that it would be quite inappro- 
priate for the Commission to 
limit its statutory remit. 

Mr Donovan also expresses 
concern that we will "go too 
far", and become inquisitorial 
in our approach to investiga- 
tions. The Commission is de- 
termined to do justice, and at 
the same time to deal with casr 


cs effectively and expeditious- 
ly. In some cases, accordingly, 
the Commission has to conduct 
thorough and searching en- 
quiries. Inevitably, there will be 
occasions when one or other as- 
pect of our investigations will 
prove barren, but as the body 
of last resort our job is to look 
into each case and carry out a 
thorough review, until we are 
satisfied that we can come to an 
informed and fair decision. 
GLENYS STACEY 
Chief Executive, Criminal 
Cases Review Conunission 
Birmingham 

Ungreen trees 

Sir Shell Oils claim that its in- 
dustrial tree plantations are a 
green, renewable energy source 
(report. 17 October) has no 
foundation in fact. 

Recent research has demon- 
strated that such rapid-growth 
plantations. largely muni (cul- 
tural and highly chemical-de- 


A handbagging for Oscar Wilde: the lofty image, the sordid reality 



MILES 

KINGTON 


1 once had a homosexual friend 
who was always great com- 
pany. but whom 1 no longer see, 
mostly because he emigrated to 
Australia years ago. 1 don't 
think he referred to his sexual 
orientation much except once 
when he asked me curiously if 
l had ever had a homosexual 
experience. 

“No." I said, “Apart from 
one or two teenage attractions 
to boys with dimpled looks." 

“Did you ever Icii them that 
you fell attracted?" he said. 

“Of course not. - 1 said. "1 
wasn't that attracted.' 1 

He sighed. 

“Well." he said. “1 really 
think you ought to seriously 
consider having a homo- 
sexual experience before 
it's too late. See what life 


is like on the other side." 

"Before it's too laic? How 
do you mean?" 

“Before your looks all go, 
dear. Won’t" last for ever, you 
know.” 

I ignored this and peered 
back into the past again. 

“I went through a phase of 
great hero-worship of Oscar 
Wilde. Does that mount as a 
homosexual experience?" 

He sighed again. 

“ Everyone does that You 
don't have to be gay to be an 
Oscar fan." 

So it would seem at the 
moment, when everyone is try- 
ing to explain why the memory 
of Oscar Wilde is suddenly 
having a revival and everyone 
is saying how marvellous he was. 

Well, not quite everyone. 


Brian Sewell in the London 
Evening Standard docs not 
think Oscar Wilde is marvel- 
lous. I had always assumed, 
without knowing why. that 

Brian Sewell would he pro- 
Oscar Wilde. Mr Sewell, like 
Wilde, is a slightly mannered, 
extremely effective and amus- 
ing gadfly of the conventional 
and dreary Modernist art es- 
tablishment, and indeed what 
provokes him into print about 
Oscar was a modem art object: 
a proposed memorial to Mr 
Wilde, designed by a painter 
called Maggi Hambling. 

On 12^ June 1997. in the 
Evening Standard, Mr Sewell did 
not spare Ms Hambling. "A 
painter of poor sorts" ..."bare- 
ly competent draughtsman ..." 
making sculptures which are 


“the sort of beastly things a hotel 
might buy to add a little inter- 
est to potted plants and jars of 
gladioli" and which "revealed 
not the slightest talent, intelli- 
gence or skill". This was the 
woman who was invited to de- 
sign a memorial to Oscar. 

Brian Sewell has seen lhe 
design. He does not like it. Not 
at all. "Even a homosexual 
deserves better than thus taste- 
less insult," he says. 

Hmm. When Mr Sewell is in 
a mood like this, nobody 
escapes with ungrazed knuck- 
les. Oscar Wilde himself geLs off 
more lightly than Ms Hambling, 
but not a lot. 

“Why are we so obsessed 
with this man?" asks Mr Sewell. 
“There is a national sense of 
guilt that, for sodomy, or 


fellatio, or mere affection fora 

pretty boy. we sent him to 
prison in 18%. breaking the 
brilliant but pathetic butterfly 
upon the wheel of pretended 
moral outrage ... In threaten- 
ing the family at the highest 
social level by consorting with 
the son of a ferocious Mar- 
quess, and by betraying his 
own wife and children in casual 

relationships with world ng-elavs 
men and buys, Wilde hrokc all 
the rules, rashly, openly, 
brazenly - and paid the price. 
He has ever since been, as it 
were, a hugger’s icon." 

Passing on swiftly from what 
musi be the most unusual use 
so far of that over-used word 
“icon”, I think that what infu- 
riates Mr Sewell Is what would 
infuriate most sensible peo- 


pendent, take a severe toll on 
water tables, biodiversity and lo- 
cal economies. They impover- 
ish soils, ruthlessly suppress 
other growth and are unlikely 
to be sustainable beyond a lim- 
ited number of cutting cycles on 
the same site. The assertion that 
they do not result in a net ad- 
dition of greenhouse gases to 
the atmosphere is unproven. 
LARRY LOHMANN 
Sntnninster Newton, Dorse; 

Family values 

Sin Perhaps we could all ask 
Norman 11-hhit whether his de- 
finition of a family (Column One, 
2«l October) includes "n moth- 
er and her children, abandoned 
by their father, living at the 
same address (bed and breakfast: 
sorry, no council houses left )" or 
the ever-popular "a Tory MP. his 
wife and his mistress living un- 
der the same roof. 

OWA1N MORGAN 
London .SW’rt 


Latin-lover 

Sin "You’ll die," cried my Latin 

teacher with all the conviction 
of a man who smoked 60 a day. : 
“"but this will live on for ever.” - 
Exultantly he waved a copy of 
Vergil’s^CTieid before collaps- 
ing in a paroxysm of coughing. 
Vividtv be expressed and lived 
those "values of gentlemanly 
scholarship which you describe 
in your editorial (18 October). 

I did not buy that at the age of 
15. Fifty years later it is only for 
its usefulness that I value the 
Latin I learnt then. 

Many years later I was to vis- ■ 
it Venezuela on an assignment. 
Most of those with whom I : 
worked spoke no Engl i s h at alL 
Unable even to ask the waiter 
for the bill, I felt humiliated^ 
Back home 1 enrolled to learn 
Spanish. It was like meeting an 
old friend after long separation. r 
“ Liamo . llamas, llama ..." in- 
toned my teacher. Where had 
I heard that before? 

BRIAN LOY 
Mansion, West }brkshire 

Underfunded? 

Sir. “Underfunded scientists . 
sell expertise abroad” (11 Oc- 
tober). It all depends on what 

you mean tty underfunding. The i 

optoelectronics team at 
Southampton have enjoyed^ 
£20m of support over the last 10 
years for their research from the 
UK’s Engineering and Physical • 
Sciences Research Council. 
They have a current grant from 
the Council for £6.4ra. giving two 
more years of existing supporL 
They are then welcome (and are 
indeed being encouraged) to ap- 
ply for future support from the 
council on exactly the same ba- 
sis as everyone else. 

Professor RICHARD BROOK 
Chief Executive 
Engineering and Physical 
Sciences Research Council a. 

Swindon, Wiltshire j; 

Ethical investment 

Sir; Is the Nationwide Building 
Society’s decision (report, 17 
October ) to force carpetbaggers 
to assign their bonus payouts to 
charity the start of a moral re- 
vival amongst financial institu- 
tions? Will the super- 
carpetbaggers in the City assign 
the profits of their speculations 
to charity - the beginning of the 
end for the “fat cals"? 

JOHN EVANS 
Marlow, Buckinghamshire 


pie: namely, that there is such 
a large gap between the way 
Oscar Wilde wrote and the 
way lie behaved, or between the 
wav he portrayed himself and 
the way he was perceived. 
Sometimes it was the same: 
many people who knew him - 
women as well as men - found 
him utterly charming, attentive 
and irresistible. Sometimes it 
was quite different. Oscar 
Wilde claimed to be an aes- 
thete, a lofty quivering poetical 
soul, which did not quite tie in 
with his sordid sexual private 
life. Or, look put it another wav. 

‘‘In his trial. Oscar Wiide 
launched himself into a long 
speech holding up the Move that 
dare not speak its name’ as a 
love that is pure. For all I 
know such love may exist, but 


the time to go on about it is not 
when there has been read out 
in court a list as long as your 
arm of boys you never met 
except in heavily curtained 

rooms in Oxford " 

Those are the words of 
Quentin Crisp, in a wonderful 
book called How to Have a 
Lifestyle, which was published 
in 1975 Ity Cecil Woolf and has 
never been read by anyone I 
have ever met. Quentin Crisp 

is a homosexual and a wit, a styl- 
ist and an aesthete of sorts, but 
he is veiy different from Oscar 
Wilde in most other ways, 
including the fact that he knows 
much more about the ways of 
the world than Oscar Wilde 
ever did. 

More of him and Oscar 
tomorrow. 
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B3,ck in control? Blair and Campbell’s big idea is ... honesty 



ANDREW 

MARR 

TURNING OFF 
THE SPIN 


If politics yields morality plays, 
then this was one. In order to 
choke off a spate of stories 
about British entry into a sin- 
gle currency, caused by off-the- 
record briefing, or “spin", the 
Chancellor gives an interview 
- straightforward, pretty clear, 
up from. And then? To get the 
desired headline, his spin-doc- 
tor, Charlie Whelan, briefs 
journalists off the record about 
the on the record interview. His 
“spin'’ deliberately over-in- 
toaprets Gordon Brown’s 
rather blander words, to rule 
out entry during this parlia- 
ment; and is, in turn, later part- 
ly denied by yet another 
cabinet minister. 

So, to disentangle them- 
selves from sp innin g, they can 
only spin harder and more fu- 
riously, becoming more en- 
tangled. And, since Mr 
Whelan is now going about de- 
nouncing allegations about his 
involvement as “lies", let it be 
duly reported that he was 
overheard doing his latest bout 
of news management in the 
Red Lion public bouse at the 
bottom of Whitehall on a mo- 
tak phone on Friday night. 
Plenty of other people have 
been involved in this strange 
story, including two ministers; 
but Mr Whelan's mobile 
phone and affable bellow have 
been hard at work too, andnot 
for the first time on this story 
or, indeed, in that public 
bouse. 

Why should any of this 
concern you, the reader? First, 
because, the subject under de- 
bate wlU have big implications 
for most people’s prosperity 
and the future government of 
the country. And second, be- 
muse media management by 
Vraks is becoming an embar- 
rassment to parliamentary 
democracy. 

The curious thing about 
this episode is that the Gov- 
ernment is more united, at 
least, about monetary union 
than the previous one, and has 
been struggling with questions 
of timing and presentation, 
rather than principle. If the sin- 
gle currency is established, 
and almost everyone thinks it 
will be, and is a success (more 
dubious) then Britain will join. 


The simple question at the 
heart of tbeyo-yo’ing stock and 
money markets has been - 
shall we go in early or shall we 
go in a little latcT? 

of the Government’s 
problem has been that it has 
wanted different audiences to 
hear different things. From 
the early days of the election 
campaign, Mr Blair has been 
using a tub-lhnmpingly patri- 
otic rhetoric for the Murdoch 
press, particularly the Sun. 
Meanwhile, in other parts of 
the woods - where the audi- 
ence has been the City, or con- 
tinental politicians, or liberal 
Europhiles — the message has 
been markedly more pro-Eu- 
ropean. 

Srories and briefings haw 
been tailored for the prejudices 
of the media outlets being ad- 
dressed. And the trouble is. of 
course, that we live in a small 
country, where Financial 
Times journalists read the Sun 
and vice-versa - this is not a 
game which can be played for 
much longer. If it is, then the 
contradictions will simply pile 
up in the cuttings, month by 
month, year by year, until the 
new Labour government is 
accused of Wllsonism. 

What Blair needs to do is 
not simply to bark at a few 
young ministers and ministe- 
rial minders, but to reassess the 
relationship between tactics 
and strategy - to care less 
about the views of different 
newspapers and proprietors, 
for instance, and lay down a 
hard and vigorous line, which 
is then more dearly explained 
from the start, even to people 


episode, alarmed by the dam- 
age done by junior sources, who 
are then elevated into impor- 
tant voices by journalists, while 
hiding behind anonymity. 

Better still, they have 
turned their minds to the idea 
that Mr Campbell, as the 
Prime Minister’s spokesman, 
should break convention and 
start to conduct his daily brief- 
ings openly, on the record. 

Their early conclusion is 
that it would do little damage 
and quite a lot of good - for gov- 
ernment. not just for them- 
selves. They are absolutely right. 
At the moment, we have a 
wide array of people described 
by journalists as senior 
“sources" and the impression is 
given of a pseudo-democracy of 
rival voices who speak for that 
amorphous, confused being 
known as “the Government". 

So someone from the Trea- 
sury or the Ministry of Defence 
or the Welsh Office can be 
quoted in print as “a senior gov- 
ernment source" If they say 
something Blair regards as 
hooey or bizarre, (ben his de- 
nial via Downing Street mere- 
ly pits another anonymous 
senior source, albeit from Num- 
ber Ten, against the first one. 

So far as the reader is con- 
cerned, they can sound equal- 
ly persuasive. Who really speaks 
for the regime? No-one quite 
knows. That was part of the 
trouble in the Emu story. If 
Blair's spokesmen went on the 
record every day, that would 
make the position, and the 
true hierarchy of power, dear. 

It would provide the pub- 
lic with definitive, checkable re- 


, Blair has turned his mind to the idea 
that his spokesman should break 
convention and conduct his daily 
briefings openly, on the record 


who dislike it. 

In the Emu case, had there 
been one message, one stress, 
the problems wouldn’t have 
arisen so damaguigly. There 
would have been no need or 
reason for briefing or counter- 
briefing. So is this simply about 
hubristic clever-clogs getting 
their inevitable come-up- 
pance? Was this the moment 
when the conflicting messages 
collided in mid-air, crashed, 
and spun, swirling to the 
ground in a trail of cigarette 
smoke and four-letter words? 

Partly - and it would be a 
great thing for this government 
if such a collision never hap- 
pened again. Good govern- 
ments learn lessons 
andcheering to report, Tony 
Blair and Alastair Campbell 
have been discussing the 


Sponses from the core of 
Government, there could be 
no doubt as to which was more 
■‘real” -an off-the-record mut- 
ter from an unnamed individ- 
ual, whether a junior minister 
or a departmental spokesman; 
or the declared position of the 
Prime Minister, conveyed 
openly through his spokesman. 

It would be a great step for- 
ward, and something for which 
The Independent has long ar- 
gued. It is just the kind of thing 
that we were repeatedly told 
was impossible under the Con- 
servatives - even though they 
suffered grievously from 
anonymously-sourced, rival 
stories. It is, in short, a neces- 
sary reform. 

We shouldn't get over-ex- 
cited, however. There would 
still be plenty of anonymous 


briefing, for such is life and pol- 
itics, and always will be - 
though at least we'd knew 
what came from the top and 
what didn’t. The television 
cameras would not be allowed 
in, as I understand It, because 
Mr Campbell doesn't want to 
become any more of a national 
figure than he already is - the 
messenger mustn't be bigger 
than the message. 

What, Anally, about that 
larger criticism, that the Prime 
Minister and other senior min- 
isters must slop trying to ad- 
dress different audiences 
differently? Any Prime Minis- 
ter who wasn't nervous about 
the power of the Murdoch 
press, and sensitive to public 
worry about monetary union 
would be a fool: and yet, if we 
arc going to join Emu at some 
stage, then a confrontation 
with News International and 
the Daily Mail is probably in- 
evitable. With the Conservative 
Euro-sceptics divided and scat- 
tered. this is the moment to 
move the argument decisively 
on. If not. the anti-EU move- 
ment will regroup, recover, 
and be a much bigger problem 
for Blair in one or two years' 
time than it is now. 

So whatever the timing of 
our entry, and the political 
strategy surrounding it, surety 
the time has come for a prop- 
er, detailed expression of its Eu- 
ropean thinking from the 
Government, linking the cur- 
rency question with the con- 
stitution. It would need to start 
from an open acknowledge- 
ment of the full implications of 
Emu. Contrary to some recent 
ministerial efltisions, this con- 
cerns power, and institutions, 
not merely labour markets and 
economic cycles. 

In the end, Blair will choose 
audacious but practical pro- 
Europeanistn. He often takes 
a long time to settle bis mind; 
but when obliged to choose, he 
opts for the radical option. 

So I think that the tri- 
umphalist anti-Europeans in 
the press and elsewhere are tri- 
umphing a little prematurely. 
It is commonly said of Blair 
that, almost whatever your 
view, you leave his company 
thinking he agrees with you. 
Those who say so don’t watch , 
him carefully, or listen intent- 
ty enough. He is not a naturafly 
confrontational or abrasive 
man; his signals of dissent are 
modest but, in time, unmis- 
takeable. 

And from now on, the anti- 
Europeans should watch him 
particularly carefully. For 
forced to choose between 
Murdoch’s favours and Eu- 
rope, he will choose Europe. 
That is the sensible option. For 
Murdoch can harm him; but an 
anti-European policy would 
destroy almost everything be 
wants to achieve in politics. 




Alastair Campbell: emerging into the light 

Photograph: Kevin Coo rubes 


The point is not what causes schizophrenia, but how to control it 



ANDREAS 
WHITTAM 
fMlTH 
CARE. IN THE 
COMMUNITY 


A small minority of mentally ill 
people commit homicides. 
These acts are usually classified 
by the courts as ma ns laughter 
rather than murder on the 
grounds of diminished respon- 
sibility. There seem to be about 
25 such incidents every year. 
Jayne Zito, whose husband 
was killed by a schizophrenic, 
has set up a trust, the Zho Trust, 
which collects these figures. 

After the trial there gener- 
ally follow a report. Often the 
failin gs of hospital staff and so- 
cial workers are the centre- 
piece of the finding. In the case 
of Sarah Benyon. a 22 year-old 
insurance clerk, who was un- 
dergoing treatment for schizo- 
phrenia when she killed her 
father, the recent report argued 
that Benyon 's medication was 
poorly monitored, the risk she 
posed was not properly as- 
sessed and she was foolishty giv- 
en leave from a mental health 
unit in a Bristol hospital 
Actually, “medication” is the 
key word in the account By med- 
ication is meant the use of tran- 
quilliser drugs- They act as 
sedatives and reduce respon- 
siveness to external events and 
may also diminish anxiety. With- 
out the use of these drugs, dis- 
covered in &e 1950s, there could 
have been no closing down two 

decades later of asylums or 
mental hospitals, and sending 
their patients out into the com- 
munity to be cared for there, 
ftor the drugs ® question are 

pharmacological straitjadeets. 


They are not curative. In effect 
they resemble the mechanical 
restraints - locks, bars, chains 
- that were in use up to the mid- 
dle of the nineteenth century. 
When an enlightened superin- 
tendent arrived at the County 
Asylum in Lancashire jn 1840, 
he congratulated himself on re- 
moving 19 tons of iron bars and 
gates and other restraining de- 
vices. In a sense, the staff con- 
cerned in the Bristol case stand 
accused of haring failed to 
turn the chemical key in the 
lock property and thus restrain 
the schizophrenic insurance 
clerk- 

Medication is important in 
another sense. Nowadays giv- 
ing drugs to schizophrenic pa- 
tients is often the sole method 
used to control the illness. The 
prevailing view is that schizo- 
phrenia is organic in nature, a 
disease of the brain and prob- 
ably genetic in origin. The pa- 
tient is disabled and requires a 
sheltered environment plus 
medication. This contrasts with 
the conventional wisdom of 30 
years ago when stressful events 
in early childhood were be- 
lieved to be a major factor. In 
its crudest formulation, it was 
said that famili es caused schiz- 
ophrenia. 1110 appropriate 
treatment, therefore, was psy- 
' chotherapy or what are known 
more graphically as the talking 
therapies. 

This humanistic hypothesis 
lost "grourid partly >1 

failed to provide statistical 


backing for its assertions and 
partly because advances in the 
oeuro sciences, with the help of 
computers and brain scanning, 
seemed to hold out great 
promise of finding a physical ex- 
planation. Families rebelled, 
too, at being blamed and in the 
United States, the National 
Alliance for the Mentally 111 was 
formed to rebut such notions. 

However no organic mark- 
er has been discovered which 
determines whether a patient is 
or is not schizophrenic. Post- 
mortem examinations alone 
have never identified a 
schizophrenic sufferer. TVo 
centuries of work, conducted 
with great intensity over the 
past 15 years, have as yet come 
to nothing. 

The effort will continue, 
but it is unfortunate that re- 
searchers in this field, cut off as 
they are from actual patients, 
adamantly refuse to attribute 
any significance to what suf- 
ferers from schizophrenia 
might say about themselves. 
Their haflucinations, their delu- 
sions, their strange talk, their in- 
explicable silences, their 
thought disorders are all dis- 
missed as the meaningless re- 
sults of convulsive electric team 
storms. Attempts to make sense 
of schizophrenic discourse are 
seen as"a waste of time. 

Yet at a big, international 
symposium for the psy- 
chotherapy of schizophrenia 
held in London last week, am- 
ple evidence of the good results 


of working directly with suf- 
ferers was provided. Professor 
Max Birchwcod from Birm- 
ingham University described his 
direct approach to delusional 
thinking. He argued that it was 
possible to engage people in a 
dialogue about their disor- 
dered beliefs and experiences 
in such a way that the individ- 
ual could stand back and reflect 
on his or her mental life. 

Professor Birchwood does 
not refer to “patients" -whose 
role it is to take expert advice 
- but to “clients", with whom 
you collaborate. The aim is to 
promote a mastery over dis- 
tressing symptoms, such as 
hearing voices. For instance, by 
recognising the cues or triggers 
for the onset of voices, “clients" 
may be able to exert some con- 
trol over them and even switch 

on or oft say, the dead father's 
voice. This is not Freudian 
analysis, in which the attempt 
is made to bring submerged 
memories of childhood traumas 
to the surface but an exercise 
in engaging the sufferer in his 
or her own cure. The results are 
often a substantial diminution 
in the occurrences of schizo- 
phrenic symptoms. 

Competition between the 
two notions of mental illness 
that I have described has been 
a feature of psychiatry for two 
hundred years. Biological psy- 
chiatry was dominant through- 
out most of the nineteenth 
century, peaking at the time of 
Alzheimer. Then Freud took 


the subject in the other direc- 
tion, until the pendulum turned 
again in the 1960s. This is not 
a nuanced argument of fine dis- 
tinctions; if one hypothesis is 
true, the other cannot be. 

Nonetheless, there is a mid- 
dle way which, while it cannot 
possibly resolve the age old 
mind/body dichotomy, can 
facilitate progress in handling 
schizophrenia. The method is 
to combine medication with 
therapy. Neither approach has 
yet been able to provide a 
cure, but both can alleviate the 
distressing symptoms of schiz- 
ophrenia in their different ways. 
Why aot use them together? 

In fact dual treatment has of- 
ten been advocated, but rarely 
put into practice because die cost 
of psychotherapy is significant- 
ty higher than the costs of dru^L 
It is the sheer quantity of psy- 
diotheiapeutic work that cannot 
often be afforded under present 
health budgets. Typically a psy- 
chotherapist may have to work 
with a single sufferer for four ses- 
sions a week ewer a period two 
years and sometimes longer. 

The Department of Health 
is beginning to take this on 
board, lb the extent that it was 
able to promote and finance a 
dual discipline approach, there 
would be beneficial effects, not 
just for the mental health of the 
sufferer but for the communi- 
ty as a whole. And in due 
course, Mrs Zito would see a 
decline in the homicide figures 
which she monitors. 


ANTHONY 

BEVINS 

WHITEHALL 
PRESS OFFICERS 


The whinge from the Whitehall 
information machine, about a 
hapless press officers being 
“purged" by Labour storm- 
troopers, has been extremely 
well-focused over recent 
weeks. If their spin is to be be- 
lieved, they are as fine a body 
of men and women as any to 
be found in any profession in 
the land; they have been pro- 
viding a selfless service to Tory 
Minis ters and the media for 
years and now, out of the blue, 
they are under threat. So far, 
seven heads of departmental 
press offices have gone, and 
others are said to anticipate 
eariy departure. 

The claim being put about 
by some is that Alastair Camp- 
bell the Prime Minister’s chief 
press secretary, wants to turn 
the Government Information 
Service into a pro- Labour pro- 
paganda machine, modelled 
on the highly successful team 
that backed up Labour's elec- 
tion campaign. It would be a 
pity if the separate row over 
Charlie Whelan, the Chancel- 
lor’s garrulous spin -doctor, and 
the European single currency, 
was allowed to obscure the re- 
ality. 

With many honourable ex- 
ceptions, and they know who 
they are, the existing Govern- 
ment Information Service is a 
waste of time, space and cash. 
As a generality, their service to . 
Ministers has been awful, and 
their service to the media has 
been abysmal 

On the off-chance that this 
might be seen as the sort of crit- 
ical assessment you might ex- 
pect from a non-Conservative 
newspaper, Saturday's Daily 
Telegraph provided a corrobo- . 
native perspective from the 
Right. After 18 years of Con- 
servative government, it found 
it easy to understand why 
Labour, and some journalists, 
were exasperated by White- 
hall press officers. “This par- 


ticular brand of civil servant is 
as old-fashioned as a bowler hat, 
and as unyielding as an um- 
brella. He (or she) refuses to 
leak stories, produces turgid 
briefe devoid of catchy sound- 
bites, takes up to a week to an- 
swer phone calls, and feels 
queasy at the thought of any 
spin. Other infuriating habits In- 
clude leaving prom pity at 5pm 
every day. just when news sto- 
ries are breaking, and believing 
that their duty is to their pro- 
fession, rather than the media 
or the politicians." 

Many press officers have 
seen their role as the guardians 
of information, with-holding 
it, rather than as disseminators 
of information the public has a 
right to know. It is, after all the 
public's information, just as 
much as it is the taxpayers’ mon- 
ey these people are dealing 
with. 

The best press officer will al- 
ways anticipate and volunteer 
information. But most of them 
would prefer to let you stab 
around in the dark, and retain 
their precious information 
about their person. That was 
their power, their glory, and 
now, if they face a come-up- 
pance, that is no more than 
many others faced during the 
Thatcher revolution of the 
1980s. 

A problem would arise if 
Alastair Campbell were plan- 
ning to turn these civil servants 
into lapdog Labour propagan- 
dists. But he sees it as his task 
to make the service more pro- 

Most of them would 
prefer to let you stab 
around in the dark, and 
retain their precious 
information about their 
person. That was their 
power, their glory 

fessional, giving better service 
to Ministers,. media and the 
public, not least by getting 
them involved in the initial 
consideration of policy. 

In a letter to all information 
service colleagues, on 26 Sep- 
tember, he said that media 
“handling” of any policy had to 
be built into the decision-mak- 
ing process at the earliest stage: 
“As a policy is devised, how it 
will be explained and commu- 
nicated should be an integral 
part of the process.”. 

Mr Campbell has also told 
colleagues that be sees it as the 
job of a press officer to answer 
factual questions with facts. If 
it works, some reporters would 
see that as an improvement. 
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Collect pounds, 
not points 


A 

Britain's leading 
money back credit card 


There’s no other credit card quite tike it. 
The NEW credit card from 
Alliance & Leicester gives you; 

• money back on every purchase, every year 
I double money back of up to 2% in 1997 

I no annual fee - unlike many other 
credit cards 

I up to 46 days interest-free credit 

I low standard rates of 17.9% APR 
and 12.9% APR on transferred balances* 


Earn money back - 
apply today 


mALL FREE 

0500 83 83 83 

Lines open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year 
Quoting Ref; XZRY 

ALLIANCE 
LEICESTER 
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KPMG and 


Ernst & 
Young plan 
£11 bn merger 


KPMG and Ernst & 
Young jumped on the 
accountancy merger 
bandwagon yesterday, 
proposing a tie-up that 
will create the world’s 
largest audit and 
consultancy firm. Tom 
Stevenson, Financial Editor, 
reports on the concerns 
the deal has raised 
among staff and clients. 


The merger mania sweeping the 
accountancy profession intensi- 
fied yesterday as KPMG and 
Ernst & Young said they were 
planning to join forces. The 
combined finn would leapfrog ri- 
vals Coopers & Lybrand and 
Price Waterhouse, which an~ 
nounced a tie-up only last month. 

The proposed deal will at- 
tract the attention of competi- 
tion watchdogs around the 
world, especially coming so 
soon after the other planned 
accountancy mega -merger be- 
tween Coopers & Lybrand and 
Price Waterhouse. 

KPMG and Ernst & Young 
denied that the announcement 
was only a spoiler to wreck the 
marriage plans of its rivals. 

If it receives regulatory ap- 
proval, the deal will knock 
CoopeiVPW into second place 
and Andersen Worldwide into 
third. It wQl create a firm with 
worldwide revenues of more 
than $18bn (£llbn), 163,000 
staff and almost 13/KX) partners. 

In the UK, the enlarged 
firm would audit almost one in 
four of the companies in the 
FISE 100 index. If both the tie- 
ups announced in the last 
month go ahead, almost 90 per 
cent of the country’s 100 lead- 
ing companies wQl be audited 
by only two firms. 

The arrangement is expect- 
ed to put pressure on Andersen 
Worldwide and Deloitte Touche 
Tobmatsu, the only two of the 
former “Big Six” firms to remain 
as stand-alone businesses, to 
discuss a link. 

Nick Land, senior partner at 
Emst & Young, denied the 
firms had been hurried into an 


announcement by last month’s 
Coopers and PW merger. He 
also refuted ciqfr ns that the 
deal represented a U-turn from 
his position last month when, he 
highlighted the competition 
issues raised by the marriage of 
Coopers and PW 

Cofin Sharman, chairman 
of KPMG International and 
chairman-elect of the enlarged 
business, defended the merger 
yesterday as the inevitable con- 
sequence of the increasingly 
global demands of the firms’ 
clients. “As our clients expand 
into new markets, they expect 
us to have the global abilities 
and resources to provide diem 
with the specialist services they 
need." 

Job losses are not expected 
to be a major feature of the link, 
with both firms Harming to be 
m need of more good. quality 
staff. Mr Land admitted, how- 
ever, that the uncertainty 
caused by the deal would 
probably lead to “a higher than 
usual rate of attrition”. Last 
month, he was quoted as saying 
he was confident of picking up 
staff following his rivals’ merger 

nnnnimcftmw it 

Mr Sharman said he was rea- 
sonably confident the merger 
would dear the regulatory hur- 
dles. If the deal gets a green light 
from the regulators in Europe 
and and US, it would catapult 
the as yet unnamed firm into 
pole position, its revenues 
would outstrip the $13bn that 
Coopers & Lybrand/Price Wa- 
terhouse generate and Ander- 
sen’s Sllbn. 

The planned merger was 
greeted with scepticism by the 
firm's clients, who are worried 
that the reduction of choice im- 
plied by the consolidation will 
outweight any benefits provided 
by the new group’s larger scale. 

The finance director of one 
FTSE 100 company described 
the deal as “a serious restriction 
of choice, particularly in the UK 
both in audit and consulting.” 
He added that the merger 
“does nothing for me as a cus- 
tomer. Any of the firms has suf- 
ficient resource to service us 
adequately on their own.” 

Outlook, page 23 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Gordon Brown, pressed the button to launch the Stock Exchange Electronic Trading Service, the market's new order-driven system, ■ 

yesterday. Teri minutes later; the market was almost 120 points down. Shaky start for SETS, page 27 Photograph: Ana 


Brown Monday sends shares down and the pound higher [ 


The City gave the 
Chancellor a firm 
thumbs-down over the 
confusion generated by 
informal briefings about 
Government policy on 
the single currency. Drone 
Coyfe, Economics Editor, 
describes how "Brown 
Monday" took the pound 
back to levels sure to 
alarm exporters. 


The finan cial markets met this 
weekend's indications that the 
Government had pulled back 
from early British membership of 


EMUbyreversmgmixijofLbetr 
movement in the weeks since the 
earlier reports that the pound 
might join soon after the first 
wave. As widely predicted, the 
pound leapt higher and shares 
and gilts fen sharply in price. 

Within 10 minutes of the 
opening of the new Stock Ex- 
change trading system by 
Gordon Brown, the FTSE- 100 
index had plunged more than 
118 points. It recovered to end 
60 points down, at 5,211, in light 
trading on the inaugural day of 
the system. 

On the other hand, the sig- 
nals that the Government has 
all but ruled out single currency 
membership during the cur- 


rent parliament took the pound 
up nearly four pfennigs to 
DM2J59. Its index against a 
range of currencies gained a full 
point to reach 101.5. 

This jump coincided with a 
new survey showing that confi- 
dence among exporters has 
fallen to a five-year low while 
the proportion of businesses 
favouring UK membership of 
the single currency has climbed 
to two-thirds from just aver a 
half a year ago. 

Nick Butcher of DHL In- 
ternational, which carries out the 
quarterly survey, said: “This 
latest move in the exchange rate 
will leave exporters dissatisfied. 
They want to see stability in the 


currency markets and a weaker 
pound.” One in five of the 1,000 
firms surveyed said they would 
lay off employees if the pound 
stayed at its current leveL 

Mr Brown, emphasised the 
need for aperiod of stability and 
repeated bis five economic rests 
for UK membership of EMU: 
the impact on jobs, investment 
and financial services, the flex- 
ibility of labour markets and the 
convergence with member 
economies. 

. He said an announcement 
about the Government’s ap- 
proach would be made- first fo 
Parliament. 

But City analysts were criti- 
calof what was widely seen as (he 


Chancellor's mishandling of the 
policy pronouncements. James 
Barty at Deutsche Moq^n Gren- 
fell said: M lL is sensible to rule out 
joining the angle currency until 
after the election, but this has 
been a very odd way to do it" 

Mkhad Saunders at Salomon 
Brothers had even more succinct 
advice for the Government. 
“They should shut up. The more 
they say. the more confusion 
they sow,” he .said. 

Some City experts warned 
that thq. .pound could move . 
even higher if figures due^ later 
this week showed that the econ- ' 
bmy expanded too. fast for. the . 
Bank of England's comfort in 
die third quarter. If the official 


growth figures are as strong 
many fear, they would Increase 
the chance of a further, in- 
crease in interest rates, which 
could in turn boost the pouncj. 
However, yesterday brought 
a sign that the economy could 
be starting to come off the bon 
with figures showing a (tip, in 
consumer confidence., j 
T he level of confidence rt? 
mains as hi gh as it was in Oc- 
tober 1987 but respondent^ fg 
the October survey for the 
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Asian tigers in retreat as stocks tumble 
and currencies slump to new low 


STOCK MARKETS 


^dto take over 


FTSE 10D 


Dow Jonas 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Win a set of MGM Westerns 
and a “Magnificent Seven” 
days in Arizona 


The tenth anniversary of 
the 1987 Black Monday 
stock market collapse 
hung heavily over East 
Asian markets as share 
prices tumbled again 
yesterd a y providing an 
unpleasant reminder of 
how bad things may get 
If the sell off of Asian 
equities and currencies 
continues. Stephen Vines 
reports from Hong Kong. 



While most market makers said 
that the Black Monday an- 
niversary and yesterday's sharp 
fall in Asian markets was little 
more than a coincidence, they 
were quick to pull down their 
charts to reassure themselves 
that the nightmare was not re- 
oc earring. 

In Hong Kong, the blue 
chip Hang Seng Index fell 630 


points, the eight largest angle 
day fall on record. However, in 
percentage terms the damage 
does not look so bad as the mar- 
ket was down less than 5 per 
cent, compared with the disas- 
trous 33 per cent fall after the 
Black Monday collapse. 

The problems in Hong Kong 
stem largely from two factors. 
On the one band, a rise in mort- 
gage rates, leading to a pre- 
dicted interest-rate hike, has 
taken its predictable toll on 
share prices, while on the oth- 
er hand the territory’s market 
is perversely suffering from its 
high degree of liquidity. 

“The real problem”, says 
James Osborn, director of sales* 
at ING Barings Securities in 
Hong Kong, “is the collapse of 
other Asian markets” which 
has forced fund managers to 
turn to the territory to raise 
funds for redemptions as fund 
investors bail out of the Asian 
markets and head elsewhere. 

No other market is more liq- 


uid, nor easier to use for ob- 
taining quick cash infusions. 
Hong Kong's liquidity was un- 
derlined yesterday as turnover 
in the stock market rose to 
HK$17.2bn (£1.4bn). 

In Thailand, the heavily bat- 
tered baht slumped to a new low 
on news that Thanong Bidya, 
the finance minister, was re- 
signing in protest against his in- 
ability to get the government to 
implement measures to secure 
the International Monetary 
Fund and World Bank $17-2bu 

(£l0.6bn) bail-out. 

His resignation, the seventh 
of a finance minister in the 
space of two years, fuelled a 
demonstration in Bangkok yes- 
terday calling for an end to the 
shaky coalition government 
headed by the former military 
chief Chavalit Yongchaiyudh. 
The baht slid below 38 against 
the dollar as share prices fell al- 
most 3 per cent. 

There was a bigger curren- 
cy shakeout in Taiwan where in- 


vestors are bracing themselves 
for a fall scale devaluation af- . 
ter the Central Bank an- 
nounced late last Friday that it 
would no longer be intervening 
in the market to support the lo- 
cal currency. The New Taiwan 
dollar fell over 3 per cent, to a 
10-year low against the US dol- 
lar while blue chip share prices 
plunged by almost 4 per cent. 

In Malaysia, where Anwar 
Ibrahim, the finance minister 
and deputy prime minister, had 
delivered a supposedly mar- 
ket-pleasing budget on Friday, 
investors responded yesterday 
by following the decline of the 
Thai stock market and reduc- 
ing the value of the local cur- 
rency by some 1.5 per cent. 

International investors arc 
dearly unsettled by the prospect 
of leaving funds in a country 
whose prime minister abuses 
them and has now decided that 
an international Jewish con- 
spiracy is at work to undermine 
the Malaysian economy. 
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MAIN PR ICE CHANCES 


The MGM Westerns 
collection includes the 
very best in western 
movie history. 


Unforgettable scenes 
from these classics will 
tempt eveiy western 
movie buff to own this 
invaluable collection; The 
Good, The Bad and The 
Ugly; For a Few Dollars 
More; The Magnificent 
Seven; The Horse 
Soldiers; The Alamo; 
Hang 'em High; How The 
West Was One; The 
Kentuckians; Red River; 
The ScalphoDfers; Pat 
Garrett and Billy The 
Kid and The Big 
Country. 


Funway Holidays, will be 
in Scottsdale, Arizona 
“the west’s most western 
town” for 2 adults, 
staying at the Hospitality 
Suite Resort, including a 
weeks car rental and 
return non-stop 

scheduled ■ flights to 
Phoenix. 


Tb enter this competition 
simply dial 0930 567 717, 1 
answer the following 1 
question on lina leaving! 
your name and full | 
address : i 


Unilever, the Persil detergents 
and WaJb ice-cream giant, has 
made Its first big acquisition 
since the £5bn sale of its 
speciality chemicals business in 
May. It is paying £573m lor 
Brazil's largest ice-cream 
company in a deal that will make 
it the market leader in South 
America. Nigel Cope, City 
Correspondent, discovers that 
analysts expect more “bolt-on” 
deals from Unilever, rather than 
one huge takeover. 


In which Califo rnia n 
town did Clint Eastwood 
serve as Mayor? 


The MWws W be taken between 
} Nowmbcr & 31 December 


The magnificent seven 
days holiday, with 


466 0222- subject 10 avaflabOtt^. 


Cafe cast SQp par mKMte a al IXnes. Winner pitted at random after Ikies dosa 
29 October 1997. Usual Newspaper Pufctehng niw appy Editor's dacsMi s fmai 


Unilever is acquiring Ebon, which con- 
trols 60 per c^t of the Brazilian icecream 

market with brands such as Frutiare, Ki- 
bqnbon and AoLehe.fr is bujmg the busi- 
ness from Philip Morris, the American 
tobacco and food group, a month after it 
acquired Philip Morris’s ice-cream busi- 
ness in Argentina. Unilever plans to in- 
troduce brands such as Magnum, Cometio 


and Viennctta in Brazil, where the ice- 
cream market is growing rapidly. 

Ice-cream consumption there k only 
one litre per head This compares with 
three to five litres per head in neighbor- 
ing countries such as Chile and Argenti- 
na. five to eight litres per head in Western 
Europe and 20 litres in the United States. 
The Brazilian ice-cream market doubled 
between 1994 and 1996. It is now worth 
£ibn a year and Unilever predicts it will 
double again over the next decade. “If they 
drink Coca-Cola, I have no doubt they will 
buy Magnums,” one analyst said. 

The acquisition is in line with the strat- 
egy announced by Unilever's chairman. Nxall 
FitzGerald, at the beginning of the year. He 
said then the company would concentrate 
on growing its “starred” product cate- 
gories such as margarines, detergents and 
beverages with particular emphasis on 
emerging markets. Yesterday he said: ‘This 
is an important acquisition for Unilever. It 
opens up good growth opportunities that 
will lead to sustained value growth.” 

Unilever was Jcft wilh a warchest of over 
£3bn following the sale of its speciality 
chemicals business to 1CI in May. Though 


there has been speculation that the An- 
glo-Dutch group might use the firepow- 
er to acquire a major US food company, 
analysts said smaller deals like this were 
more welcome. 

Td sooner 10 deals like this than one 
hulk,” said David Laing. food analyst at 
brokers Henderson Crostbwuitc. “It is ex- 
actly what one had hoped they might do. 
This business is a collector's item.” 

Kibon achieved operating profits of 
£46m on sales of £204m in the year to Oc- 
tober 1996. The deal includes Philip Mor- 
ris’s half share in the Sorvane business in 
North -eas: Brazil which recorded sales of 
£42m that year. 

Unilever has been in Brazil since 1 929 
but pulled out of the ice-cream market sev- 
eral years ago. Us 60 per cent share there 
will dwarf the size of the next largest play- 
er, Nestle, which has 20 per ccnL Unilever 
has been competing around the world with 
Nestle as well as Mars for dominance of 
the market. Unilever has been expanding 
fast in Latin America. It entered the 
Chilean market in 1993 and since then has 
entered markets such as Venezuela, 
Uruguay and Mexico. 
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Brown comes close to ruling out EMU for good 


OUTLOOK 

:C>N MONETARY 
‘UNION, KPMG'S 
^^ARRIAGE PLANS AND 
UNILEVER'S BRAZILIAN 
EXPANSION 


Gordon Brown's honeymoon with the fi- 
nancial markets has ended in an entirely 
PredKjabfc manner - impaled on the 2,000 

year old issue of Britain’s relationship wilh 
“f" 51 of Europe. The last Government 
tailed to come up with a credible policy 
on monetary union; this one looks like be- 
ing no better at iL 

Furthermore, in trying to prepare the 

markets and the electorate for a more pro- 
angle currency stance, the Government 
seems to have slipped on a well sign post- 
ed banana skin. You cannot tell the mar- 
kets one thing f>oe day, then quite another 

the next; they just won’t take you seriously. 
Nor will the rest of Europe, where 
Labour’s honeymoon seems to have been 
ended as completely by the events of the 
past few days as it has in the Gty. 

As it happens, Mr Brown not been 
as severely punished by financial markets 
as he might have been, or not yet in any 
case. Sterling has regained some of its for- 
mer strength and the long term costs of 
Government borrowing have gone back 
to where they were before the FTs now 
infamous “scoop". But there is not much 
sense of crisis out there, and if the City’s 
faith in the Government's news manage- 
ment skills has been, punctured, its broad- 
er belief in the underlying strengths of the 
UK economy has not. 

Nor should it be. Mooetaxy policy is 
now in the very capable hands of an in- 
dependent Bank of England, while the 
Government finances haven’t been in bet- 
ter shape since the mid to late 1980s. There 


is a sense, therefore, in which Labour's in- 
ability to agree a stance on the single cur- 
rency doesn't really matter. The economy 
should keep chuggipg along as nicely with 
the same old wait and see policy Britain 
has always had on the single currency as 
with the more committed approach float- 
ed In the FT 

Even so, it is possible that the markets 
haven’t yet fully taken on board the ex- 
tent of the policy shift that Gordon 
Brown has signalled here. In ruling out 
British membership in the first wave and 
encouraging the suggestion that no deci- 
sion will be taken in the life time of this 
parliament, Mr Brown has in effect ruled 
out membership in 2002 too, when single 
currency notes and coin are scheduled to 
be Introduced, lb stand any practical 
c hanc e of joining in 2002, the decision has 
to be taken at least three years previous- 
ly, so as lo allow adequate preparation by 
business and government. 

By stipulating five pre-conditions, Mr 
Brown also came very dose yesterday to 
ruling us out for good, for it seems unlikely 
that the business cycles of European 
economies are going to converge much 
more than they have already. Even in the 
US, with 200 years of monetary and political 
union behind it, economic performance can 
vary greatly between states. Conditions for 
monetary union in Europe are never go- 
ing to be perfect Economically, Europe 
cannot ever expect to be in complete har- 
mony. If that is Labour’s pre-condition, then 
we will never be a part of ft. That may be 


what the electorate wants, but there is a you lose. The upshot is much more like- 
real danger of the markets seeing it far wbai ly to be that neither of these two deals hap- 
it is, an act of political cowardice. pens that both of them do. Clients 

c * . £ are by the increasing^ of ebesce 

dIX into four and the conflicts of interest thrown up by 

, the mergers. Staffi ft now appears, are also 

won't go underwhelmed by the prospect of work- 

ing for these grant, homogenous nxmbKths. 
There are two passible explanations for The only good thing about these pro- 
yesterday’s hurried engagement notice posals is that the merged entities are so 
from Ernst & Young and KPMG. Tire first enormous that they qualify for auLomat- 
is that the bean-counters at the two firms ic reference to the European Commission, 
were sent into a blind panic by the nup- as wefl as the watchdogs in all the domestic 

tials announced last month by Price Wi- markets they operate in. Regulators only 
terhouse and Coopers & Lybrand. If -need to take one look at the prospect of 
regulators are going to allow the Big Six 87 per cent of Britain's leading companies 
becoming the Big Five, then KPMG" had being audited by just two firms of ac- 
jolly well better be in on the act too. coun tarns to know wbaz to do. 

Getting the marriage plans out within ■ ■ • 

weeks of the other lot has the merit of beat- Unil6V6rS 

ing Arthur Andersen and Deloitte Touche -- 

to the altar. The other theory, strictly forcon- MeX-glHHTI fOf"C6 

spirarisis, says that yesterday's announce-. 

meat was a sham. KPMG and Ernst & The ice cream map of Latin America is 
Young have no intention of linkin g up at all beginning to resemble one of those domi- 
but they think that by throwing another anti- no-effect models that the Cold War plan- 
competitive mega-merger into the regula- nets of the CIA so used to enjoy 
tor’s in-tray they can ensure its rivals’ deal frightening us with. Instead of being 
is blocked. The lack of any flesh on the bare overrun by Communism, the region is be- 
bones of yesterday's announcement rather ing overrun by Comet tos. 
backs this latter theoxy. Yesterday’s acquisition of Kibon, 

KPMG is putting itself in a position Brazil's largest ice-cream business, from 
where ft has nothing to lose. Either it Philip Morris, not only catapults Unflever 
leapfrogs the other global behemoth be- into number one slot in Brazil but also 
ing created by Coopers and Price Water- gives it overall leadership across the en- 
house, or ft ensures that the rival get lire Latin American market. From a 
together never happens. Heads I win, tails standing start in 1 993, it now occupies first 


or second place in 12 South and Central 
American countries in its con tinuing ice- 
cream war with Nestle. 

Admittedly, this is hardly front-page 
stuff. Even a deal costing close on £600m 
is still only a bolt-on acquisition In the 
Unilever scale of things How much more 
thrilling ft would have been had Niall 
FitzGerald joined in the merger mama over 
running the world and used the £3bn from 
the sale of the group's speciality chemicals 
business lo help finan c e a tilt at Heinz, 

Ice cream, yellow fats, lea and mass skin 
products - what Unilever rails its “star” 

brands -may never set the wnriH alight Rut 
for shareholders, the strategy of organic 
growth and small scale acquisitions in de- 
veloping markets in these product areas will 
almost certainly prove more rewarding. 

Unilever’s promise to turn Kibon into 
“an international ice cream innovation 
centre" admittedly doesn't augur well, but 
leaving aside the management jargon and 
concentrating instead on the cold facts, 
this looks an excellent deaL Kibon ’s op- 
erating margins are already 50 per above 
those Unilever achieves in Europe, and 
the scope for growth is enormous in a 
country where ice-cream consumption per 
head is a third of that in Argentian and 
a quarter of that in Chile. 

Given that Brazilian ice cream sales 
have doubled in the last two years ft is 
hardly fanciful to suppose that the mar- 
ket can double again over the next decade. 
Prosaic as it Mr FitzGerald’s strategy may 
be, it is undoubtedly the right one. 
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Newcastle Utd to set up 
own television channel 

Newcastle United yesterday confirmed (dans to set up its own 

TV channel. The Premier League football dub is in talks with a 
number of broadcasters and has received a joint offer from BSkyB 
and Gr an ada. It plans to finalise a deal by early next year. New- 
castle is also pl annin g a merchandising drive to revitalise its mail 
gder business. It has just signed a contract to sell replica foot- 
ball team shirts and its fashion ranges, which have been devel- 
oped with ex-Next boss George Davies, throughout Scandinavia 
in a home shopping catalogue. It is also in discussions with high 
street retailers in Hong Kong to establish a business in the Far 
East Newcastle announced a 37 per cent rise in operating prof- 
its to £8. 1 m and a pre-tax profit of £83m after player transfers 
for the year fa July, compared to a loss of £23.6m in the previ- 
ous season. It stands to make an extra £3 .5m in TV revenues if 
it progresses to the semi-final of the European Champions Cup. 

. . Investment cohnnn, page 24 

Starwood to take over ITT 

ITT the US hotel group which owns the Sheraton chain, yesterday 
agreed to a $133bn takeover bid from Starwood Lodging in a 
deal which could create the largest bonny hotel group in the world. 

C *" : move is designed to thwart rival US hotel group Hilton, which 
launched a $1 l.lbn hostile bid for ITT The news is a blow 
to Ladbroke, whidi has formed an alliance with Hilton. It has 
already held preliminary talks with Hilton about taking control 
of some of the Sheraton chain around the world. Starwood’s sur- 
prise offer comes just weeks before ITT was due to face a share- 
holders’ vote on HUtoa’s bid after an increasingly bitter battle 
between the two sides. The merger will create a group with 650 
hotels in 70 countries, and many i l l’s Sheraton and Caesars 
hotels with Starwood’s Westin, Ritz and Marriott chains. 

Pay-per-view film deal signed 

Four cable cooqnnies yesterday confirmed they bad signed an agree- 
ment with Warner Brothers to launch pay-per-view film services. 
NTL. Telewest Communications, General Cable and Diamond Ca- 
^jle Communications have secured the film rights from Warner on 
■ft non-exdusrve basis. BSkyB confinned ft had signed a similar deal 
with Mfezner at the end of last week. Hie cable companies were 
also dose to signing deals with Sony and Paramount, sources said. 

Energis could be worth £1 .3 bn 

The planned flotation of Energis, the telecommunications group 
owned by National Grid, could value the company at £13 bn, ac- 
cording to a leading industry analyst James Dodd, from Dres- 
dner Kleinwort Benson, predicted Energis would take 10 per cent 
of the UK business phone market in 10 years and would see its 
revenues rise to £323m in 2000, compared with £97m last year. 
Mr Dodd added that his valuation was “modest,” if compared 
with counterparts in the US, though the final price would also 
reflect UK stock market conditions. National Grid is expected 
to sell off between 25 and 30 percent of Energis in December. 

GA in £272m Canadian buy 

general Accident; the insurance company, announced it was pay- 
ing CS600m (£272m) to buy Canadian composite insurer Cana- 
dian General- Investors, however, marked down its shares by 33 
per cent to £1LQ5 as many judged that GA was overpaying for 
its acquisition. Fallowing the deal GAIs solvency ratio, currently 

78 per cent, will fall to 70 per cenL 

France Telecom shares soar 

Shares in Fiance Tslecom soared by 15 per cent on the Paris 
stock market yesterday as the telephones giaDt made its long- 
awaited debut as a public company. Some ^imlboo small, in- 
vestors joined in the windfall, including 1*3,000 ftance^le«m 
staff. The shares opened at Er2I5, valuing the group at Fttlpbn, 
compared with the Fr 187 paid by institutional imrestors and the 
discounted Erl82 price for small shareholders. Though foe price 
slipped back in later trading, the debut makes France Tetecom 
the country’s largest company by market value, ahead o 
group Ett Aquitaine. 

Hambros break-up more likely 

A possible break-up:of Hambros, the 

ance and estate agency group, appeared more 

aflerthe company, admitted it had 

advise it on way in which it could improve “I* „ 

turns to shareholders” 1 . Rebel Hambros 

dfic, smtfyesterd^ ft hoped life nibs I" rea ^‘^P 

it has been tailing for over the past year. 
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PC WORLD BUSINESS DIRECT 

HAS ARRIVED, PROVIDING YOUR 
BUSINESS WITH:- 

• : Unrivalled choice of over 9,500 

business products In the user-friendly 
' Definitive Buyers Guide 

• - Prices that ensure you get unbeatable 

value ■ 

r PC WORLD ^ 

. Business , 
k- 1 " dived — — A 

THE UNIQUE BUSINESS SERVICE 
THAT OFFERS TWO WAYS 

TO ORDER 

1 . Call in to any of the 40 Business 
Centres in PC World Superstores 
nationwide, open 7 days a week 

2. Phone, fax or e-mail for delivery direct 
to your office 

• Comprehensive range of support services 
including pre-sales advice, on-site 1 

installation, configuration and networking 

T CALL NOW TO REQUEST YOUR CATALOGUED 

i 0870 60 777 60 

L. PLEASE QUOTE A AC 0405 A 

CAli TODAY TO MAKE SURE OF 
YOUR COPY OF THE 

mniimin: diivedc nunc 

Outener Information PC World Business Direct customers must be VAT registered and have traded for at least 1 2 months and operate 3 PCS or more. 
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T HE INVESTMEN T COLUMN . 

EdTtED BY SAMEENA AHMAD - '" 


i Newcastle has 
a lot to prove 

I Wildly fluctuating revenues, spiralling 
, wage custs, rising losses and falling share 
i prices. Welcome to the world of foot- 
ball. 

The relationship between football 
Clubs and the City has been turbulent. 
Attracted by the promise of huge TV 
revenues and a rapid rise in receipts 
fom selling dub strips and memorabilia 
as clubs clamoured to exploit their 
brands, investors rushed to buy football 
shares. But the sector ran away with it- 
self and the football bubble has now 
' burst. 

Since Newcastle, the biggest of the 
recent flood of flotations, came to the 
market last April, football share prices 
have plunged by almost one-fiftb. 

But to shun the whole sector would 
be a mistake. True, investors have to re- 
member that football is not a conven- 
tional, predictable business. Star players 
come and go and physical injuries can 
leave share prices ailing . Given the 
caveats, though, there are gems in the 
football sector. 

Manchester United is one. The dub 
has already shown it is the best in the 
business at exploiting its brand. New- 
castle, too, looks attractive. The com- 
pany, which yesterday announced a 42 
per cent jump in turnover to £41m for 
the year to July, due to a sharp rise in 
TV and merchandising revenues, still 
has a lot to prove after a disappointing 
flotation. But it has huge potential to 
follow in the footsteps of Man Utd. 
Similarly Caspian, which owns Leeds, 
has good opportunities to increase rev- 
enues. selling its brand to a Large sup- 
ported base. 

Where it becomes difficult, however, 
is assessing the fortunes of dubs in real 
danger of relegation. Southampton, for 
example, is stuck between a rock and 
a hard place. Facing the drop from the 
Premier League, it could try and spend 
its way out of trouble. However if it foils, 
it faces a potentially crippling cost 
base in the First Division. 

Investors should also be waiy of dubs 
that tend to yo-yo between the Premier 
League and the First Division such as 
Nottingham Forest or Sunderland. 

Big clubs can make money. The fi- 
nancial exploitation of the game is still 
in its infancy and TV revenues could rise 
to dizzying heights. Potential gains are 
huge and the most successful dubs will 
be able to ensure revenues grow com- 
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fortably faster than players' wages. 
However the gap between success 
and failure is widening all the Lime. 
Choose carefully and be prepared to 
stick it out for the long term. 

Seton looks a 
healthy bet 

Seton Healthcare will be in rude 
health if the Labour Government suc- 
ceeds in making us pay to see our doc- 
tors. The prospect of GP consultation 
fees, which could be a reality by the end 
of next year, will have us running to our 
pharmacist, not our doctor, with 
coughs and colds. That is just what Se- 
ton wants. The company sells some of 
the UK's best-known over-the-counter 
pharmacy brands, such as Woodwards 
gripe water and Ralgex for pain relief, 
and makes two-thirds of its sales 
through pharmaries- 

Meanwhile the company's strategy 
of acquiring brands, using its market- 
ing muscle to negotiate better pricing 
and pushing the lot through its tightly 


run distribution pipeline, continues to 
pay off. Seton is cutting around £5ra 
of stock in each half year to 1999 to fo- 
cus on higher value products, which 
with operational efficiencies from the 
process will improve margins. Oper- 
ating margins in the half year to Au- 
gust rose from 19.2 per cent to 23 per 
cent before exceptionals. Seton’s cash 
flow, which had been troubling some 
observers, also improved as a result of 
the stock changes, from a negative £2m 
in the half year last year to a positive 
£3m free cash flow this time. Less stock 
meant a slip in sales of consumer prod- 
ucts to wholesalers, but retail sales con- 
tinued to grow at a steady 8 per cent. 

The group is maintaining its strong 
record on acquisitions. Buying Tback- 
rayCare for £22m in June builds on.Se- 
ton’s position in continence care. With 
£90m of banking facilities, Seton can con- 
tinue spending without issuing paper. 

Seton has seen no fall in its head- 
lice treatment sales since World in Ac- 
tion found oiganophosphates in such 
products could make children ilL The 
company has several phosphate-free 
treatments anyway. The introduction 
of Smith & Nephew’s Dermagrafl 


wound healing product in the UK 
also poses no real threat 

Brokets forecast around £24m for 
the year. The shares, up 8p to 4fr5.5p, 
trade on 15 times. Decent value. 

Harvey Nash 
rides the IT wave 

Harvey Nash, the IT recruitment com- 
pany, timed its stock market flotation 
well-. It came to the market in April 
when the recruitment market was 
booming and its shares took off. Priced 
at 175p, they soared to a high of 
292.5 p in a couple of months. 

Like ot her IT recruitment special- 
ists such as CKE Delphi and MSB, Har- 
vey Nash has benefited from the trend 
towards temporary IT staff that the mil- 
lennium timebomb and growing use of 
IT in industry has created. 

Harvey Nash specialises solely in IT 
recruitment with its main two divisions 
handling search and contract services 
with most jobs in the £30,000 to 
£60.000-a-year salary band. 

But yesterday's half-year an- 
nouncement - Nash's first figures 
since flotation - also bore its first real 
setback. 

Though interim profits were up by 
more than one-third to £2.4m, the 
strong pound knocked £93,000 off the 
operating line. 

This was due to profits translation 
from the group's European offices m 
Germany and Switzerland, some 18 per 
cent of group sales. This news seemed 
to catch the City offguard and the 
group’s shares fell 13-5p to 273 
though the company’s joint managing 
director said the impact should be less 
severe in the second half. 

Going forward, Harvey Nash feels 
the IT market will remain strong even 
after the mille nnium as it moves to 
place candidates in Internet, intranet 
and other new media positions within 
organisations. 

Also, millennium-related work ac- 
counts for only 5 to 10 per cent of its 
business, the company says. Harvey 
Nash is looking at acquisitions, possi- 
bly in continental Europe. 

With £3m in cash it has the re- 
sources, but says if a deal is for more 
than £Sm it may need to issue new 
shares. 

On full-year forecasts of £5,lm, the 
shares trade on a forward multiple of 
22. High enough for new. 
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Redland ‘white knights’ rule themselves out 


Two leading building materials 
companies, Holderbank and 
Wienerberger, yesterday count- 
ed themselves out as while 
knights to rescue Redland, un- 
der siege from a £1.7bn bid 
from French group Lafarge. 

Holderbank, based in Jona, 
Switzerland, and Vienna-based 
Wienerberger had been lipped 
as suitors, but both said they 
were not interested in buying all 


or part of Redlands aggregates 
or roof tiles operations. Mi- 
norco also yesterday dismissed 
weekend press reports that it 
was a likely white knighL These 
join RMC, Thrmuc. Pioneer 
and Hanson, who have ail in- 
dicated they would not be in- 
terested in making a full bid. 

The news suggests propos- 
als for a break up is Rcdland's 
best defence. Interest in Red- 


land's aggregates business is 
likely to be greater than for the 
whole group while the German 
Brass family, which owns 43.5 
per cent of RBB Redland s roof 
tiles business, is understood to 
be considering an offer for 
Redland's stake. 

Lafarge bas taken a 39 per 
cent shareholding in a Spanish 
cement company. 

- Sameena Ahmad 


British shops prepare 
to accept the euro 


The euro could become 
a "secondary currency” 
in Britain even if we stay 
out of the system. Barrie 
dement reports on 
predictions that many 
stores wilt accept the 
new notes and coins as a 
alternative to sterling. 


The new European currency 
wUl be in widespread use in the 
main British shopping centres 
before it is legal tender in this 
country, retailers have told the 
TTeasury. 

Senior figures in the British 
Retail Consortium said it would 
“not be unusual" for the euro 
to be accepted as legitimate ten- 
der in areas which receive vis- 
itors from the Continent ahead 
of any decision by the Gov- 
ernment to become part of the 
currency system. 

Directors of some of the 
most influential stores groups 
have told ministers that the 
euro could become a “sec- 
ondary currency" in Britain 
and key curophile Treasury of- 
ficials believe it could smooth 


the path to full membership of 
the system. 

Marks & Spencer, one of the 

UK’s leading retailers, is 
q^duc^nw tills to accept all 
foreign currencies, but parttc- 

ufariy the euro when the system 

is launched in 1999. The notes 

and coins will be accepted at all 
286 Marta stores throughout 
Britain and sterling will be giv- 
en as change. 

Elizabeth Stanton Jones, di- 
rector of financial services ax the 
British Retail Consortium, said 
yesterday that by 2002 cheap 
software would exist whereby 
rills could accept euros and 
give ch ang e in starting. It would 
be much easier to produce a 
check-out system to deal with 
pounds and euros than with 
sterling and the current prolif- 
eration of European currencies. 

The best guesss of the Gov- 
ernment’s position is that Gor- 
. don Brown, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, has decided to stay 
out of the currency in the first 

wave, but will consider joining 
at a later date. However there 
seems to have been an attempt 
by the Government to soften up 
opposition to the principle of 
the euro. 


Some Tteasury officials ar- 

that general ac^tanceof 

he currency in «£*■"* 

hopping areas could lead to a 
v . . . II »Minvrk its SO- 


stance as legal tender and 
entuai full membership of the 

stem- , , 

Self ridges, one of Loudon s 
ost famous stores, said it was - 
head of the game". Its shop* 
ready accepts 10 foreign cur- 
acies and the arrival of the 
ao will make its life easier 
ther than more complicated, 
peter Williams, finance di- 

ctor at the store, said the euro 

juld be common currency in 
tits of Britain whatever the 
rision of the Government. 
ie minimum standard in a 
ace like Oxford Street in 
>ndon, which attracts mfl- 
ins of continental visitors, 
mid be the Malta & Spencer 
ition with the acceptance of 
s euro with change in sterling. 
The London Chamber of 
immerce applauded the pre- 
ience of Marks & Spencer 
id said that smaller retailers 
>h» nrenarina for the new cur- 


lead by the Government befbr 
co mmi tting themselves. 


Capel rapped for 
Maxwell dealings 


Framatome 
says merger 
with GEC is off 


The ghost of Robert 
Maxwell returned to 
haunt Capel Cure Myers 
yesterday as the 
investment firm was 
reprimanded and fined 
£150,000 for serious 
failings in its mishandling 
of Mirror Group pension 
money. Mike Jones, 
Capel*; chief executive, 
claims the punishment 
does not fit the crime. 
Andrew Verity reports. 

Capel yesterday protested 
against being severely repri- 
manded, fined and ordered to 
pay costs after an independent 
tribunal upheld a decision by 
City regulators over its handling 
of Mirror Group pension funds. 

Making its first public attack 
on the actions of Capel in the 
Maxwell affair, the Securities 
and Futures Authority (SFA) 
slammed the company for 
switching millions of pounds 
away from the pension funds 
without instructions from its 
client, the pension fund trustees. 

The SFA accused the firm of 
allowing the massive transfers 
from the fond purely on oral in- 
structions when these did not 


even come from its client - the 
trustees. The SFA. which de- 
clined to name who gave the in- 
structions, said the transfers 
were often made without writ- 
ten records or proper authority. 

Two Capel directors, Tony 
Pattison and Richard Nead, 
were singled out for criticism by 
the SFA. Mr Nead, Capel’s 
compliance officer, had unin- 
tentionally given false and mis- 
leading information when the 
SFA investigated the affair. 

Mr Pattison was in charge of 
Mirror Group funds at Capel 
when money had been trans- 
ferred without instructions. He 
also failed to keep track of 
where it went, the SFA said. 

Stock lending arrangements 
were used to transfer pension 
money between two Maxwell- 
backed investment companies, 
Bishopsgage Investment Man- 
agement and London & Bish- 
opsgage Investments. It was 
then used as security for loans 
to Maxwell's private empire. 

Mike Jones, chief executive 
of Capel . said: “Wc never en- 
gaged in stock- lending but were 
persuaded to by other SFA 
counterparts. Lehman Brothers 
and Credit Suisse. We believed 
it was temporary which was why 
better records weren't kept. This 
punishment doesn't fit the crime 
by any manner of means.’’ 


The planned £lbn takeover of 
Framatome, France’s nuclear 
power station builder, by GEC 
Alsthom was abandoned yes- 
terday, renewing speculation 
that the Anglo-french group 
was on course for flotation, gg 

In an interview with tht; 
French newspaper Le Monde , 
the chairman of Framatome, 
Do mini que Vignon, said: “The 
merger with GEC Alsthom is 
no longeron the agenda." The 
apparent collapse of the deal 
comes just days after Siemens 
and British Nuclear Fuels an- 
nounced plans to combine their 
nuclear expertise. 

GEC and Alcatel each own 
50 per cent of GEC Alsthom 
which began talks with Fram- 
atome a year ago. However, for 
the past three months GEC and 
Alcatel have been examining a ^ 
£4bn flotation of theirjoint ven- V.- 
rare since George Simpson, 
GEC's managing director, said 
that was his preferred option. 

Alcatel Alsthom owns a 44 
per cent stake in Framatome. 
Asked what it would do with the 
stake, Mr Vignon said: “Every- 
thing will depend on Alcatel's 
strategy concerning GEC Al- 
s thorn.” A GEC spokesman 
yesterday refused to comment 
on the talks with Alcatel.. 

- Michad Harrison 
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You'll find Posthouse hotels conveniently situated 
around the UK and Ireland, including city 
centres, London and all major airports. Just one 
of the many reasons to choose a Posthouse 
hotel. Here are a few more: 

Leisure and Health Clubs 

available at over 40 locations nationwide. 

Your partner stays for FREE 
when you book our business room rate. 

FREE weekend accommodation 
with our rewards scheme. 

Upgrade to "Executive Class" 


: : = ”• 
;i »: rj ;;w 

-- Vl ^ 




Wl 


#.i 






\ 


% 

**» 


25/SHARES 


THE INDEPENDENT 
TUESDAY 
21 OCTOBER 1997 


j 

■-■■S' 

i 

nj. J 


4 « I 

: i V 


Brown s EMU confusion clouds first day of order-driven trading 



MARKET REPORf 

as the widely signalled crash 
jailed to occur and Chancel- 
lor Gordon Brown’s muddle 
over EMU douded the launch 
of the Stock Exchange's order- 
driven trading system. 

In a quiet, uneasy session 
trading was light with many 
dealers reluctant to get too 
deeply involved in the new or- 
der. After the often chan*«< re- 
hearsals many adopted a 
g en dy, gently approach and 
kept trading to the minimum. 

There was still considerable 
Fbotae dealing outride the or- 
der book with traders contin- 

oing to use the traditional 

market-makeis whose spread, 
in the main, was in line with 
order prices. 

Mr Brown's confusion over 
EMU was seen in some quar- 
ters as something of a blessing 
in disguise. The threatened 
Black Monday scenario actu- 


derek pain 

STOCK 
MARKET 
REPORTER 
OF THE YEAR 


ally prompted institutions, suf- 
fering acute discomfort over 
the Government's somersault, 
to stay on the sidelines r ath er 
than run the risk of getting 
caught up in frenzied activity 
in an unfamiliar market. 

Even so, in the first few 
minutes after Mr Brawn 
Launched the new order, there 
were very real fears the stock 
market freed another Black 
Monday on the 10 th anniver- 
sary of the great crash. 

In the event it was a Brown 
Monday; Footsie ended 60.1 

points down at 5,211. It was at 

one time off 118.8. 

New York's recent weak- 
ness, tribulations in the Far 
East, with Hong Kong show- 
ing distinct signs of a bear run, 
and anniversary jitters indi- 
cated the market would face 
a tricky session with or with- 
out Mr Brown and order-dri- 
ven trading. 


“Under the old system 
New York and the Far East 
would have given the market- 
makers a chance to bash hen 
out of the market - and they 
would have done so," ob- 
served one trader. 

A few blue chips were sus- 
pended (for 10 minutes); they 
included Imperial Chemical 
Industries andRailtrack, But 
there were no spaghetti-finger 
inputs. 

After the careful start the 
order book sh o ul d , if its insti- 
gators have read the scene cor- 
rectly, gradually gather up 
much of the Footsie trade 
still going through market- 
makers. But it seems old-style 
trading wiD.be a significant part 
of the market for some con- 
siderable time. 

Yesterday’s moderate trad- 
ing means the system has yet 
to free a severe test It has still 
to contend with a determined 


bull, or bear, run and frantic 
trading in a single share. 

ICI could provide the sin- 
gle stock examination. Third- 
quarter figures on Thursday 
may present a problem. The 
shares slipped a further 3 p to 
946 J>p. Stockbroker Suther- 
lands is looking for £95 m, be- 
low many other forecasts. But 
analyst Martin Evans rates 
the shares a buy. 


Kacal Electronic was little 
changed at 236 p. Henderson 
Crosthwaite suggest a break- 
up value of 320 p. Racal’s tele- 
com arm is known to be up for 


727 p, were among others sin- 
gled ool. B£T Industries, on 
a UBS buy, added 4 p to 589 p. 

Sterling's bounce hit ex- 
porters. Halma, an environ- 


sale and there is talk it would ' mental engineer, is the latest 
listen to offers for its data to complain about the pound. 


Share spotlight 

share price, pence 
300 
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products division. 

After Friday’s cacrixement 
financiaLs had a more subdued 

session although Commercial 
Union stretched to yet anoth- 
er peak, up 7 p to 883 p. Bam- 
bros, the merchant bank, 
gained 12 p to 270 . 3 p. It sup- 
ported break-up rumours by 
appointing Schrodeis to review 
the group. The Hong Kong 
setback hit HSBC 43 p to 
1 , 9 16 p. 

Some retailers were 


The shares faded &5p to 129p 


retail consultant Verdict Re- 
search. J Sainsbuiy led the 
blue-chip leader board, np 
I 0 - 5 p to 476 p. Dixons, 145 p 
to 694 p, and Next, lip to 


would be around £ 2 m in the 
first half year. 

FarniT y-cootrollcd PteeL the 

property group, fell 55 p to 
675p after efismissing weekend 
talk of takeover action. Scotch 
whisky distiller Burn Stewart 
weakened 5 p to 4 & 5 p as bid 

talk evaporated. 

Middlesex, the metal group 
with extensive interests in the 
former Soviet Union, hard- 
ened to 8 L 25 p after Russian 
group Rao Gazprom said it 
pla nned to spend $ 25 m buy- 
ing into the group. Its long- 
term intention is a 25 per 
cent interest 


TAKING STOCK 

Freeport Leisure, naming . 
shopping and leisure villages, 
could be on the verge of get- 
ting a 20-acre site near Leeds 
which already has outline 
consent for retailing. It runs 
three centres and has a site 
awaiting planning permis- 
sion. The shares rose 5p to 
19&5p, a peak. 

Dean Corporation, the 
builder and property manag- 
er; held at 15p- A groop con- 
trolled by First Shanghai 
Investments of Hong Kong is 

taking a 2032 per cent stake 
as part of .a £L4m cash-rais- 
ing exercise which includes 
an open often The company 
plans a hill listing. 

WPP, the advertising giant, 
continues to build its stake at 
CIA, the media buyer. It has 
gathered In another 40M00 
shares, taking its bolding to 
13.46 per cent CIA held at 
171.5p. 
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The drawbacks of a one-size-fits-all 
monetary policy become clearer 


PEOPLE & 
BUSINESS 



HAMISH 

McRAE 

ON THE 
LESSONS OF 
LABOUR’S EMU 
CONFUSION 


It has been an interesting few 
days for anyone watching 
British economic policy, but Tm 
not sure it has been an impor- 
tant few days. 

The interest comes of course 
from the toing and froing over 
British policy towards EMU. 
What have we learnt? 

The most obvious lesson is 
perhaps the leasi important: 
that the extraordinarily sure 
touch that this Government 
has had in its handling of the 
media can disappear in a flash. 

A story about EMU entry in 
the Financial Times, which was 
probably wrong, is not tackled 
quickly enough: then it is cack- 
handedly corrected in an in- 
terview in the Times , with lots 
of off-the-record briefing 
appended to the formal words. 
The result is predictable con- 
fusion and memories of the last 
Labour government’s financial 
incompetence being resurrect- 
ed in the press. 

In political terms this 
episode is interesting because 
it gives the first real taste of 
what life will be like after the 
honeymoon. But I really do not 
think it is important in eco- 
nomic terms, because some- 
thing like this was always going 
to happen. 


If you have an inexperi- 
enced (but self-confident) 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
surrounded by inexperienced . 
(but self-confident) advisers, 
you are bound to have screw- 
ups. But in economics, unlike 
politics, policy matters for more 
than public relations, and there 
is no evidence yet of any seri- 
ous policy mistake in the 
Treasury. 

The second thing which we 
have learnt is extremely im- 
portant in economic terms. 
The need to think about pos- 
sible dates for UK membership 
of EMU has focused attention 
on the economic cycle. Sever- 
al commentators have pointed 
out that the UK cycles mirror 
the US, Canadian and Aus- 
tralian ones - that there seems 
to be some sort of Anglo- 
Saxon cycle which is quite dif- 
ferent to the continental 
European and Japanese ones. 
Just why there should be such 
a phenomenon is a bit of 
mystery, but it does seem to 
happen. 

However, until the last three 
or four weeks, when for a mo- 
ment British membership of 
EMU in 1999 seemed an albeit 
remote possibility, very few 
people appreciated that early 
membership would either re- 
quire dramatic action to curb 
the UK cycle, or inappropriate 
monetary policy being imposed 
on the UK. People could see 
that there was a theoretical 
problem but they had not 
focused on the fact that there 
was a practical one. 

This is enormously impor- 
tant and not just from a UK 
standpoint Viewed from 
Britain, whenever the issue of 
EMU membership comes up. 
there will not only be a debate 
about the need for converging 
inflation rates, sustainable fis- 
cal deficits and the like. There, 
will also have to be a debate as 
to whether the interest rates of 
the euro (assuming it does in- 
deed come into being) are ap- 
propriate for the UK. 

Equally important, this will 
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also become a much more dis- 
cussed issue within the EMU 
region. People will ask whether 
the interest rales appropriate 
for, say, the Netherlands, are 
also the appropriate rates for 
Germany. 

I have chosen those two 
countries because, actually, this 
debate has just begun. A cou- 
ple of City firms - Goldman 
Sachs and Kleinwort Benson - 
have noted that though the 
Netherlands and Germany 
have had a de facto currency 
union for about 15 years, their 
cycles have diverged dramati- 
cally. 

You can see that in the top 
graph, which shows output gaps 
(as good a measure of the po- 
sition in the cycle as any) for the 
main EMU candidates. The 
Netherlands. Finland and Ire- 
land are all heading towards a 


period of overheating, while 
most of the rest of Europe still 
has considerable slack. In Italy 
the slack is actually increasing. 

For Ireland and Finland 
this is not too much of a prob- 
lem, for though the output gap 
will disappear next year at least 
there is slack in the labour mar- 
ket. In the Netherlands, how- 
ever, labour is quite UghL So 
the Netherlands ideally needs 
higher interest rates to choke 
off demand, while Germany 
doesn’t. Yet this divergence in 
the economic cycle has oc- 
curred despite the currency 
union. 

There is a practical moral 
here. If you can get divergent 
cycles in the currency union be- 
tween the Netherlands and 
Germany, you will get divergent 
cycles within the currency 
union of EMU. At any one 


point of time, though monetary 
policy might be right for 
Europe as a whole, it will be 
wrong for different bits of it too 
tight for some, too loose for 
others. 

People who fear that EMU 
might exaggerate the trend to- 
wards there being pockets of 
boom and pockets of slump 
within Europe have evidence on 
their side. 

In fact, though this cannot 
be tied directly to the efforts of 
financial convergence in the 
1980s, you can pick up just such 
an alarming trend in Europe 
during that period The bottom 
graph comes from Centre Piece, 
the magazine of the London 
School of Economics’ Centre 
for Economic Performance. 

As you can see, the EU has 
been successful at narrowing 
down inequality between coun- 
tries and given the size of pay- 
ments to countries like Ireland 
it would be pretty odd if it 
hadn’t: transfer 5 per cent of 
GDP across the exchanges year 
after year and you ought to get 
some narrowing. But within 
countries there was a steady 
tendency for differentials be- 
tween different regions to grow. 
Rich regions got richer; poor 
got poorer. 

Now note this is noL diver- 
gence of income between 
people, it is divergence be- 
tween regions. It is particular- 
ly alarming because there were 
through the 1980s considerable 
efforts, both at a national and 
EU level, to encourage devel- 
opment in poorer regions. 

U may be that those efforts 
were 01 -taigeted and/or id-con- 
ceived. But it also suggests 
that “one size fits all” monetary 
policy within countries puts 
pressure on weaker regions, 
and it raises the question as to 
how much more pressure 
would result from a “one see 
fits all” monetary policy across 
Europe. 

If the last few days have 
made us all think more about 
that problem, then maybe that 
have been useful after all. 


)OHN 

WILLCOCK 
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Sir Christopher Lewxngton was in typically 
pugnacious form yesterday as be announced 

the appointment of a new chief executive for 
T1 Group, Bill La ole. Sir Christopher has 
spent the last nine years combining the roles 
of chief executive and chairman at the engi- 
neering group, in contravention of the Cad- 
bury code, but be insists there was not even 
a hint of institutional pressure on him to split 
the jobs. 

“Its always been the mind of the board to 
do it - there was no shareholder pressure,” 
the chairman said yesterday. He’s delighted 
that Mr Laule is an internal appointment, 
because “I wanted to keep the team which 
rebuilt this company together”. 

One of Mr La ule’s main jobs when he takes 
over next year will be to decide where to spend 
TTs £5 00m war chest. The chairman says: 
“We’re currently looking at around six to eight 
acquisitions. These are likely to focused on 
the John Crane sealing systems.” 

Mr Laule, 49, an American, joined H as 
president of Bundy North America in 1993. 
Sir Christopher points out that nearly half of 
the group’s business comes from the Slates 
- and admits to being a big fan of American 
corporate culture. 

“They encourage risk and growth and re- 
ward excellence.” he enthuses. In contrast the 
current dithering over European Monetary 
Union does not amuse him: “I probably 
have the same degree of clarity on EMU as 
Gordon Brown.” 

In fact, the chairman sounds like a bit of 
a Eurosceptic: “I hope we don’t become so 
besotted with Europe that we forget there’s 
a great big world out there.” In fact. Sir 
Christopher isn’t sure why we need to fink up 
with the Continentals in the first place: 
“This country is in great shape.” 


Djaeue oi — . 

evemif it’s 10 years since the last crash. 

“I don’t think a major correction is going 
to cause severe pain and grief in teSty"* 
Mile. But I might be like Michael Fish say 
jug there won’t be a hurricane ... 

Coventry is about to go bananas. Dr Jack Cun- 
ningham, the Agriculture Minister, will open 
Geest’s shiny new £ 6 tn banana ripening 
centre in Coventry this Thursday, accompa- 
nied by Prime Ministers from four Caribbean 

countries. . , c . 

Dr James Mitchell. Prune Minister of St 

Vincent and the Grenadines. E ^ i f 0 “ { a ™ e . ! ; 
Prime Minister of Dominica, Keith Mitchell. 
Prime Minister Grenada and Dr Kenny 
Anthony, Prime Minister of St Lucia, whose 
economies are heavily dependent on the 
banana trade, are coming to the Midlands es- 
pecially for the event. 

The centre, at Cross Paint Business Park, 
employs 50 people and will have the capacity 
to ripen six million bananas a week using “stale- 
of-the-art pressure ripening equipment 

1 like Paul Mortimer-Lee's approach to the 
UK economy in Paribas’s latest global eco- 
nomics briefing circular. Pondering the great 
European Monetary* Union debate (snore), 
Mr Mortimer- Lee writes: “A referendum (in 
the UK) will not be held before 1999 since 
it would end up boiling down to the question 
*EMU a good thing?’, which (right or wrong) 
is a bit like asking an England football sup- 
porter whether he thinks the Italian police are 
wonderful.” Mind that baton, perfovore. 
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Jimmy Herbert isn't terribly impressed by 
horror stories from the 1987 crash. He had 


David Miles, a veteran of the UK pharma- 
ceutical industry for 17 years, has popped up 
at Wokingham-based company Cerebrus as 
their new director of sales and marketing, 
neuroscience services. Mr Miles, whose most 
recent job was at Biogen UK. will be mar- 
keting Cercbrus’s p re -clinical evaluation ser- 
vices to other companies. 

Another small pharmaceutical company, 
London-based Prolifix, has appointed Dr 
Sarah Ecdes as head of business development. 
Dr Ecdes joins from Therexsys where she was 
responsible for business development. 
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Radio firms may bid to 
fun national digital service 


Emap Radio, Capita] Radio and 

DMG Radio are i n talks with NTL 

the cable operator, about forming 

a consortium to bid for the right 

to rim national digital radio 
services. Cathy Newman looks at 
what dIgtaU radio has to offer ^ 
assesses its chances of success. 

* 

+ Tb ^f have signed an agreement 
to explore the possibilities of bidding for 

COTnxnera 'al licence when it is 
advertised next spring. The licence, or mul- 
nplex wjUraxry between six and nine chan- 
nels and will begin broadcasting in 1999 . 
TTie three national commercial Stations - 
Virgin Radio, Classic FM and Talk Radio 
-are guaranteed space on the multiplex, 
but roughly ax channels will be available 
for new services. 

A source .at one of the companies in- 
volved in the potential consortium said: “Vfc 
bdieve the best way to progress digital ra- 
dio is to put our shoulders to the wheel to- 
gether ” Ernap, Capital and DMG, which 

s part ofthe Daily Mafl and General Thia, 

could be keea to get involved in digital broad- 
casting as none of their stations is guaran- 
teed any space on the national multiplex. 

Tun Schoomnaker, chief executive of 
9pap Radio, would not comment on the 
talks, but said: “Emap is looking at di gital 
radio both nationally and locally.” 


NTU which earlier this year failed u> win 
. lcen f e to run digital terrestrial televi- 
sion services, is already running a trial die- 
rtai radio service m London. Classic FM has 
also secured a trial licence In the capital, 
“ d B bought likely to pitch against the 
™ap consortium for the national multi- 
plex. Other interested bidders could indude 
CasUe Transmission, and even supermar- 
kets and banks, which would use the digi- 
tal radio spectrum to transmit data. 

The BBC, which has been t rialling dig- 
ital radio services for some time; will be 
awarded the only other national licence, 
which it will use to broadcast its five radio 
stations using digital technology. It will also 
develop some new services. 

The two national multiplexes are to be 
advertised by the Radio Authority next 
spring and bids will be due in June. A se- 
ries of local licences, each carrying np lo 
nine channels, will also be on offer next year. 

Up to 30 local licences may be up for grabs, 
with major centres such as London getting 
two or more licences. 

Digital radio could see the launch of 
around 500 channels in total. There are cur- 
rently 230 radio stations in the UK Apol- 
ogists for the new medium wax lyrical about 
digital radio’s CD quality sound, which will 
make a huge difference for stations broad- 
casting on AM at the moment. 

But for Neil Blackley, media analyst at 
Merrill Lynch, CD quality sound is only ooe 
element of digital radio’s appeaL “It's not 
just going to be digital radio; it's going to 


be a communications package,” he said. A 

paging capability could, for example, be 
built into digital receivers, so users could 
pick up messages in their car or whenev- 
er they switched on the radio. 

Digital receivers will have a five-inch 
colour screen, which will allow transmis- 
sion of data and, mainly static, imagr? . 
Scheduling information could be provid- 
ed, for example, or pictures of the musi- 
cian whose music is being played. 

Some observers such as Bnice Fi reman, 
a director of Guinness Mahon who spe- 
cialises in media, say digital technology will 
eventually enable radio operators to make 
money not only from advertising but also 
from subscriptions. Special interest stations 
or programmes, which are at the moment 
refused space on the analogue spectrum, 
could be funded entirely by subscription rev- 
enues. “YOU could Subscribe, for examp le, 
to The Fishing Programme,” Mr Fireman 
said. “Digital liberates die broadcaster from 
a reliance on advertising sales.” 

Although broadcasters may get excited 
by the opportunities digital radio affords, 
the cost of receivers is sobering and could 
limit the success of the new medium. The 
first receivers went on sale in Kingston over 
a year ago with a price-tag of £2^00. The 
price has now come down to around £500, 
but receivers are stQl not readily available 
over the counter. Major high-street retailers 
are thought likely to start selling the sets 
in time for Christmas 1999. 

The Radio Authority believes receivers 
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Wired for sound: First it was AM, then it was FM and now it is digital. Radios have some a long way in a few decades 


will eventually be available for £200 - the 
same price as a sec-top box for digital tele- 
vision services. 

Despite the views of digital evangelists 
such as Mr Fireman and Mr Blackley, some 
radio operators are distinctly more cautious. 
Richard Hunlingford, chief executive of 


Chrysalis Radio, says: "What everyone is 
still searching for is what’s going to be the 
driver of this new technology." 

Mr Huntingfad dams digital radio does 
not have a unique selling point, unlik e oth- 
er new technologies of the past few 
decades, such as compact discs. 


The investment incentives are also lim- 
ited. Although the Radio Authority has 
promised local and regional stations an ex- 
tension of their eight-year licences if they 
invest in digital, broadcasting a single ana- 
logue service on digital could cost in the 
region of £2m. 


Watchdogs to investigate 
competing US bids for MCI 


British Telecom’s hopes 
of salvaging a place in a 
three-way US alliance 
could lace a six-month 
<^(lay following 
intervention by 
competition regulators, 
lawyers warned 
yesterday. As Chris : 
Godsmark , Business. . 
Correspondent, reports, 
rival phones groups have 
voiced complaints to 
competition watchdogs 
about the two 
competing US bids for 
MCI, BTs American, 
merger partner. 


It emerged last night that the 
US Department of Justice 
(DoJ), the main anti-trust reg- 
ulator, had amassed a substan- 
tial team of experts to 
investigate the two rival bids for 
MCL The DoJ has already be- 
gun probes into WorldCom’s 
$30bn (£18Jbn) all-share ap- 
proach for M Q and last week’s 
$28bn cash offer from GTE. 
They have leapfrogged BTs re- 
vised $24bh bid, which was re- 
cently cleared by US regulators. 

. US competition lawyers yes- 

terday cast serious doubt on 


claims by both US bidders that 
they would complete any regu- 
latory hurdles by next spring. 
Launching his offer for MCI, 
Bernard Ebbers, WorldCom’s 
president, said he was confident 
the merger could be complet- 
ed “no later than the first quar- 
ter of 1998”. ‘ 

Qmdt Lee, GTE chairman, 
followed suit last week, daimn^ 

. the company could “ajngfjmmate , 
this transaction in die same time 
frame as contemplated in the 
WorldCom proposal”. 

However lawyers acting for 
companies hostile .to the two 
merger plans said they expect- 
ed the DoJ to take at least six 
months, and up to a year, to 
reach a decision on the bids. 
The delay would further com- 
plicate matters for BT which is 
this week expected to start talks 
with GTE and WorldCom, 
which analysts predicted could 
lead to a three-way link-up. 

B T is kn own to prefer a deal 
with GTE rather than World- 
Com, but lawyers also warned 
the D oJ was likely to find the 
GTE merger plan harder to ap- 
prove. Bob Bmfca, a competi- 
tion expert with attorneys Raley 
& Lardner in Washington, said: 
“Both transactions are ex- 
tremely complicated. The GTE 
proposal creates more issues 
than the WorldCom one and is 
probably more difficult.” 


The DoJ investigation is 
likely to focus on concerns that 
GTE and WorldCom, which 
have extensive local networks, 
would route all their long-dis- 
tance traffic across MCI's 
phone lines alter a merger. 

Rival companies will argue 
that the DoJ should force the 
bidders to send calls across the 
cheapest long-distance network, 
.. regardless of ownership issues. 

Separately yesterday specu- 
lation Intensified that AT&T 
would consider launc hing a bid 
for GTE when the phones giant 
confirmed the appointment of 
Michael Armstrong, the chair- 
- man of Hughes Electronics, as 
chairman and chief executive. 

AT&T had been hunting 
for a chairman since the surprise 
departure in July of John Whi- 
ter, chief executive and chair- 
man designate. 

Mr Wdter parted company 
with AT&T after just nine 
months in the job when be was 
told the company’s board did 
not want him to succeed Robert 
ADen as chairman. 

Mr Armstrong gave no hints 
yesterday about his strategy, in- 
sisting it would be “several 
months” before he got used the 
job. 

However analysts said the 
appointment would end a three- 
month period of uncertainty at 
AT&T 
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Volatility the 
order of the day 
as Sets gets off 
to shaky start 


Technical hitches and 
market nerves about 
EMU and the 10th 
anniversary of Black 
Monday meant the Stock 
Exchange’s new order- 
driven trading system 
‘ got off to a bumpy start 
yesterday. As Lea Paterson 
reports, some in the City 
believe market volatility 
may be here to stay. 

Gordon Brown, Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, pressed the but- 
ton to launch the Stock Ex- 
change Electronic "Hading 
Service (Sets), at 8 30am yes- | 
terday only to see the FISE 100 
index drop by 40 points imme- 
diately. Tfen minutes latex it was 
languishing almost 120 points 
down, before dosing at 5,21 1, a 
fall of 60 points on the day. 

“Volatility is going to be a 
feature of this market from 
now on,” said Martin Lupton of 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson. 

The launch of Sets, known 
as Big Bang n, means that, for 
most trades in FTSE 100 stocks, 
market-makers do not quote a 
spread of prices over the tele- 
phone, but rather input prices 
on buy and sell transactions into 
an electronic order book. 

The move was essentia] “to 
keep ahead of the competition”, 
according to Gavin Casey, the 
Stock Exchange’s chief execu- 
tive. 

Technical glitches, though, 
marred the move to Sets for 
some dealers. A few firms were 
unable to use the new system 
for short periods during the 
morning, being forced instead 
to rely on other information 
providers, such as Reuters. 
However, tire Stock Exchange 
insisted that its members had 
made “a very smooto transition” 
to Sets. 

Increased volatility in the 
FTSE 100, a feature of recent 


Landhurst chiefs jailed for corruption 


terday. Many market-makers 
believed that speculation over 
EMU was not the only factor, 
attributing at least some of the 
volatility to the relatively thin or- 
der book. “Volatility will de- 
crease the deeper and the more 
liquid the order book becomes,” 
said Richard Balarkas of BZW. 

Same believe that market 
volatility is here to stay. One : 
reason, according to Mr Laptop, 
is that dealers can now trade 
“baskets” of all FTSE 100 
stocks simultaneously, a move 
that can cause large swings in 
the index. During Mr Brown’s 
speech as he launched Sets, the 
market dropped by 76 points in 
only a few seconds, a fall at- 
tributed to a basket trade. 

Market report, page 25 


Tfed Ball, founder and former 

ri l pfrman nf T jmdhugt T aumg, 

was sentenced to three years in 
jail at the Old Bailey yesterday 
for his part m a £50m fraud. His 
deputy, David Ashworth, got 18 
months in jail, and the duo 
were disqualified as company di- 
rectors for eight years and six 
years respectively . 

Sentencing them, Mr Justice 
Henry Faftvnall said the pair had 
“dSmagedfhe name of the leas- 

Bafl^^and Ashworth, 45, 


built up a successful leasing op- 
eration in the 1980s but start- 
ed deceiving their bankers when 
they bought the Brabham For- 
mula One racing team in 1990 
for flm. "IWo years later Ball’s 
“obsession” with motor racing 
had led them to pump millions 
more into Brabham, in return 
for corrupt cash payments. 

Landhurst Leasing's banks 
sent investigating accountants 
into the company in 1992 and 
the web of deceit was discov- 
ered. The company was put into 


liquidation and three years lat- 
er the Serious Fraud Office ar- 
rested and charged the two 
with corruption. Ball and Ash- 
worth changed their pleas to 
guilty last month, admitting 
they had taken thousands of 
pounds as kickbacks between 
March and September 1990. 

* The banks were entitled to 
trust the information they were 
given, Mr Justice Fownall said 
yesterday, a reference to the 
duo’s extensive habit of “cook- 
ing the books” when Land- 


hurst ran short of cash. Just by 
buying Brabham they had bro- 
ken banking covenants. 

The judge told the pair: 
“You have ruined your reputa- 
tions and deeply hurt those 
nearest and dearest to you.” 

Hm Langdale QC. prose- 
cuting for the SFO, said: “Ball 
and Ashworth took full, dis- 
honest advantage of their con- 
trolling positions at Landhurst 
for personal gain... it was sim- 
ple old-fashioned greed.” 

-John Waicock 
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All-rounder Ogea reels in Marlins’ lead 


The battle for 
supremacy in basebaJPs 
World Series is just two 
games old, but, as Rupert 
ComweB reports, a 
fascinating duel is 
developing nicely. 


Thus far, mission accomplished 
for the Cleveland Indians. Mas- 
terly hitting by Marquise Gris- 
som, and the clinically efficient 
Indians bullpen dispatched the 
Florida Marlins in Miami on 
Sunday night, to send the 
Worid Series bade to Cleveland 
tonight perfectly poised at one 
game apiece. 

The Indians of Game Two 
were unrecognisable from the 
team drubbed 7-4 in the Series ■ 
opener. The Marlins had their 
chances, including four doubles, 
but could not cash in: “We just 
couldn't get the big hit,” the 
Florida manager, Jim Leylaud, 
said of his team's 6-1 defeat. 

As be also acknowledged, 
though, tbe Marlins could not 
Gnd a way round Cleveland 
starter Chad Ogea. wbo gave up 
seven hits but just a single run 
at the bottom of the first, in 6 
2/3 innings. Then it was over 
and out as the Indians bullpen 
wrapped up matters. Jose Mesa 
and company have held first 
Baltimore and now Florida 
scoreless over the their last 10 
innings. Of such statistics are 
world championships made. 

But it was a bellweathcr 
night for the Indians hitters too 
- 14 hits in all and a decisive 
five-run explosion in the mid- 
dle innings. The big blast was 
a two-run homer by Sandy 
Alomar in the sixth. In the fifth, 
however, Ogea proved he could 
bat as well as pitch. 

Only in the batting line-up 
because of the no-designated 
hitter rule applying for World 
Series games, Ogea laid down 



AMERI CAN FOOTBA LL 

Broncos rushed 
off their feet 
by Napoleon 
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The Oakland Raiders upset 
the AFC powerhouse Denver 
Broncos 2S-25, dashing tbeir 
hopes of a seventh successive 
win at the start of a season for 
the first time in their histoiy. 

Oakland took the lead for 
good in the third quarter of 
Sunday's game when the 
Raiders defender Lance John- 
stone rammed the Denver 
quarterback John Elway from 
behind, forcing him to ftunble. 
Eric Turner picked the ball up 

and dashed 65 yards to the end- 

zone to gain a 21-17 advantage. 

Then Napoleon Kaufman, 
wbo rushed for 217 yards, burst 
through the Denver line for an 
83-yard touchdown late in the 
fourth quarter. The Broncos 
replied with Elway hitting the 
wide receiver Ed McAflrey for 
a 29-yard touchdown, and Ter- 
rell Davis ran in the two-point 
conversion, but Denver failed 
to stop Oakland on their next 
possession and time ran out. 


This New Yotk Jets coach. 

Bill Parcel^, called up his res^ve 
quarterback Glenn Foley, who 

ted the dub to a 24-19 upset of 
the AFC East leaders. New 
England, as parcells gained re- 
venge against the team he took 
to the Super Bowl last season. , 
In Tfcs* Heischel Vfelkerf 

caught a late 64-yard touchdown 
K«togi«Dalbsa26-22winorer 

AFC Central leaders. Jadsonvflle 
Jaguars, wbo now drop into a tie 

forfirst place with FiU^urgh, who 

hammered Cincinnati 26-10. 

Philadelphia beat Arizona 
13-10 in an NFC East clash, 
with Chris Boniol driving in a 
38-yard field goal to send the 
game into overtime, then hit- 
ting a 24-yarder to win it. 

Tbe San Francisco 49ers 
continued their mastery of the 
NFC West with a 35-28 victo- 
ry in Atlanta, while Carolina 
^ave the New Orleans Saints 
their first shut-out in 14 years 
with a 13-0 win in Louisiana. 
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Kevm Brawn, the Martins pitcher, can only watch as a hit from Bip Roberts secures two runs for the victorious Indians on Sunday Photograph: Reuter 


a deft bunt to move two runners 
over. One out later, both scored 
on Bip Robert's dribbled single 
into centre field. “I was lucky, 
1 was just trying to get a bit of 
the bat on the ball," Roberts 
confessed later. “It was like the 
bail had eyes." 

No such flukiness clouded 
rbe Marquis Grissom show. 
On Sunday, baseball's current 


“Mr October" hit safely in 
three of four at-bals, bringing 
his World Series average to .441 
(26 for 59)- a mark unmatched 
by any batter in World Series 
history with at least SO at-bats. 

Grissom is also riding a 14- 
game hitting streak in the Se- 
ries, stretching back to his 1 995 
and 199 6 appearances with the 
Atlanta Braves. Only Hank 


Bauer of the New York Yan- 
kees, with a 17-game streak 
stands ahead of him in. 

In a best-of-seven series, of 
course, it ain't over till it's 
over. But such as they are. the 
omens are starting to accumu- 
late in Cleveland’s favour. 
Without a world championship 
since 1948, the Tribe feels its 
hour has come. As in over- 


coming' New York and Balti- 
more on their way to the Amer- 
ican League pennant, the 
Indians lost the first game, 
only to bounce bade at once. 

Now the Marlins must fight 
the elements too. They face the 
50-degree chill of the Great 
Lakes in autumn, and the “wall 
of sound" that is Jacob's Field. 

The first two games in Mi- 


ami each drew 67,000-plus 
. spectators, ‘the largest World 
Series crowds in 34 years, and 
half ns many a gain as the 42,000 
who will gather in the “The 
Jake.” But, Lhe Indians slugger 
Matt Williams confessed, “I 
don't know the difference be- 
tween the decibels. 1 think the 
Cleveland crowd is fonder and 
I hope that helps." 


NFL: Atlanta 2B San Fhwdaco 35; pa*» 
26 JacfcBOfMfe 22; Ndw Oteans 0 Caro*- 
na tJ; Naw W* Jots 3* New England 19; 
tt* B ***fa 13 Arizona BW;a LouteS 

S^iTrTbonaWBBMiiWahinoBn^M- 
Umore 13 « TOsttAtfl 

26; Detroit 20 Navr'ityk Santa 26 fottiOsfc- 
lond 28 Denver 2S 

AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
EASTERN DIVISION 

W L T PF PA 

Hand S 2 0 M3 

Mm England .—5 2 0 OS 104 

NY Jots 5 3 0 201 66 

BufMo 3 3 0 122 159 

IndhnapoUa— -0 6 0 88 65 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

W L T PF PA 

JKkeowflta — £ 2 0 191 145 

Pittsburgh 5 2 0 171 170 

BMWimm 3 4 0 W 158 

HmwmM 3 4 0 142 147 

andnfwU 1 6 0 98 BO 

WESTERN DIVISION 

W L T PF PA 

Damw JO 3 0 215 10 

Kansas City 5 Z 0 63 TO 


OaV*nO — 
San Diego 


3 0 124 143 

4 0 179 173 

4 0 KB 67 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
EASTERN DIVISION 

W L T PF PA 

NY Giants 5 3 0 67 63 

DMIu— — — 4 3 0 68 1* 

Washington 4 3 0 «S T17 

PtiBwttpMa 3 4 0 O* 147 

Arizona 1 8 0 1® 144 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

W L T PF PA 

Green Bay 5 2 0 68 149 

Mtanosota 5 2 0 TO 65 

Drops Bay 5 2 0 MO SH 

□otrott 4 4, 0 60 65 

Chicago 0 7 0 «1 ®9 

WESTERN DIVISION 

W L T PF PA 

San Frandaon —8 1 0 187 98 

Carafe* 3 4 a ®7 127 

St Loots ___2 5 0 1® 69 

Now Ortnaro 6 0 t® T7S 

Attmta 1 6 0 133 68 
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Today we publish the latest results of The 
Independent Fantasy Football League. The 
player scores are for all games played up to 
19 October, while the league table includes 
all scores up to 12 October. Also today we 
publish this month’s winner. Mr P Nicol of 
Solihull with his team Rotor Blossomfield 
scored 229 points and wins a pair of tickets 
to England’s next international at Wembley. 


Every time one of yuur playere score you get four points. There 
are four points for a keeper or a defender every time their team 
keeps a clean sheet If a player scores the winning goal, Le.: if 
there is a one goal difference in the scoreline, the player scor- 
ing the final goal for the winning team isawaided I bonus point 
awarded in addition to standard goal related points. Each suc- 
cessful Assist, a pass judged by our experts to lead directly to 
a goal, will give a player 3 points. The opinion of our experts 
on the matter is final Each player selected and starting a game 
will be awarded one point 


Ifa playerisgfvena Yellow Card they lose 1 point if a play- 
er is given a Red Card they lose 3 points. Own goals, either 
scored or conceded, do nor count 

The Premiership Manager that you choose will be award- 
ed 3 points if their zeal-life team wins, 1 point is awarded if they 
draw and no points are given if they lose. 

Updated player scores and league tables will be published 
every Tuesday in The Independent and repeated the following 
Sunday in the Independent cm Sunday. 


HOW TO SCORE 

Dtyu stunts 

wtmUo Boal 

sucoasM ZBKJ ■■■■■ 
■i frsaraj wfcnnard 

ngnaoo's team wns BHHHI 


INDEPENDENT FANTASY FOOTBALL 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST - 19 OCTOBER 


LEAGUE TABLE 

ros 

NAME 

TEAM 

POINTS 

1 

Mr Chris Ring 

Seeking Victory 

439 

1 

Mr PM Tufler 

Pin Ups 4 

439 

l 

Mr David Evans 

Boothen Old Boys 

439 

1 

Mr John Cox 

SouthviUe FC 

439 

5 

Mr B Srai 

Simply the Best 

433 

6 

Mr B Sral 

The Untouchables 

427 

6 

Mr Stewart Score 

The Dream Team 

427 

6 

Mr David Aston 

Bill Boys 2nd \\ 

427 

9 

Mr Stewart Scoct 

Unbeatable 

426 

10 

Mr David Baker 

Dead Beat 

425 

11 

Mr Martin Pawky 

Roberts Rovers 

424 

11 

Mr Cbm Thomas 

Scunthorpe Extras 

424 

0 

Mr Arch«r 

No Wrigjn 

423 

M 

Miss Lisa Wild 

Amereuo 

421 

15 

Mr Michael Rickard 

Alter Lamberg 

420 

16 

Mr Mike Mitchell 

Enduring Image 

418 

K 

Mr G Whitehead 

The Treen Team 

4tB 

18 

Mr P Green 

Powis Rangers 

416 

18 

Mr Ken Boyle 

dogseon Rovers 

416 

IS 

Mr G Ben 

Stunning Stuns 

416 


Mr K Brady 

The Final Selection 

415 

21 

Mr Brady 

Look Lively 

■flS 

23 

Mr E Gromley 

Celtic Warriors 

4G 

23 

Mr Trevor Russ 

SamrrVs Soccer Scorchers 413 j 

25 

Mr Kiflerby 

Kilter Bees 

4a 

25 

Mr J McCJoddon 

Waihed Up Army 

4C 

25 

Mr David 

Botham Borham United 

40 

3 

Mr Abdul Cheudi 

Nkkws9th H 

410 

29 

Mr AReynalds 

The HedgfKJjp 

409 


Mr Tom Lyons 

Tom’s Pocket Battle Ships 

408 

31 

Mr J McQwscr 

Washed Up Army 

407 

31 

Mr A Cunntnghaiti 

The Zebra 

407 

33 

Mr A Stcrmctt 

Beep Barp Poop 

406 

34 

Mr Steven Man 

Rebecca Rovers 

405 

34 

Mr David Biker 


405 

36 

Mr Chris Thomas 

Scunthorpe Special Res 

404 

37 

Mr bn Bode 

WfemWy Bundicrs 

403 

37 

Mr A Wiugiuve 

Tory 1 * Brace 

403 

37 

Mr Tom Lyons 

Dlanals Demons 

403 

37 

Mr Tony Braziw 

Wow For Short 

403 

At 

Mr Robin Johnson 

Golden Moons 

402 


GOALKEEPERS 


300 Seaman 

303 Luktc 

304 Mannin&er 
3115 Bound) 

306 Oakes 
3H7 Willson 
.VX Lessc 
.W Flowers 
330 Fibn 

333 Brampm 

334 DcGocj 

335 Owift 
JJb Opw™ 

337 HcJman 
,\Vi Nash 
3.w Daj 

.W0 ftwtn 
343 Hwitt 
.344 Sunhan 
34S Gtnard 
34h Mjnjti 
347 Beetles 
.348 KdkT 
.349 Punic 
3Si Janet 

353 Warner 

354 Sehmeidari 

355 Van Der Oram 

356 Given 

357 HrJi'p 
J5S Pressman 
35V Taylor 
.Wl Bcjeun 
363 WjILcj 
3M Bankeo 

365 Mddovko 

366 Sullivan 


5 .31 4.0 

0 Q IJ) 

0 0 3.0 

1 31 40 


P II 1.0 

f) .3 1.0 

5 13 51 

D 13 IS 


5 30 14) 

0 0 IJ) 

•I. 3ft 12 

0 0 14) 

11 n in 
n 0 i.n 
11 15 12 
n n jj 6 
5 14 ,\u 

n 4 i5 

1 13 3.3 

n n u 

0 30 15 

fi 0 15 

J )* 33 
11 1 * iji 

1 W 53 

0 11 11 

1 14 15 

U U 13 

1 17 .in 

(i 11 l* 

n it i.u 


0 » 1A 

0 in 13 

1 17 17 


DEFENDERS 


40U Dixon 
403 Upson 
4tM ftaa 

405 Gfimemh 

406 W'uuurtHim 
-817 Bould 

■»JS AUanc. 

409 Kcum 
430 ScnmH'n 

433 Suolbgak- 

434 Ek&igu 

435 Nelson 

436 Wnphi 

437 Scumxa 
4.3S Gnysan 
439 Moses 
■W0 ApptePy 

443 Thompson 

444 Knnm 

445 Bern 
44b LnSaux 

447 Cokman 

448 Heodiy 

449 Knua 

450 Hendnw 

453 Vaki> 

454 AmJk«Bs>n 


(I IS 15 
(I U 10 
5 36 

4 II 17 

5 36 15 

5 S 15 
5 17 4 S 

0 n 45 

1 15 .VO 

I 2) 5-2 

I 2b 34) 

0 24 II 
(I 3) 341 

1 II 12 
I 11 12 
U 1.3 IJ 
[) W ID 
0 0 10 
il .3 lfl 

I 32 3.4 
5 3b .Ml 
n 0 in 
5 35 4.4 
5 34 Ifl 
5 33 ill 

II 20 3 0 

0 4 15 


455 Cm 

456 Elboi 

457 Faircfcnigh 

458 Iippan 

459 Bvi?wn 
MO Doherty 
J63 Rettcxii 
JM Lunhiunk 
465 LcNvuf 
4o6 Sindaa 

467 [hush 

468 Shaw 
46Q Burn ms 
4TH ttwnh 
47.1 Eihvonbv 
474 finnlm ’ 
47? \Uocjj 
47b liilile 

477 Lmiflun 

478 Rnhen:- 

47*i Hrcultvs*.wi 

48R Sam* 

45.3 CPintell 
484 Lnuncn 
4S5 Enuiiiv 

486 Phelan 

487 Sbotl 
4/tt 33-jLM>n 
4)vi Umsinh 
Wli HmctelilTc 
4b3 BOie 

494 kdlv 

495 WvUieTall 
■W6 Mulmuar 

497 J>inpt 

498 Rnlvnud 
4W WiKb 
soil WhtthNi 
-W EDiuci 
504 Warn 
SUS Wnghl 
506 Riuhloet 
5H7 Hazkaess 
SIX Kv-annc 
509 Bkihv^i: 
5.3 n MaJleu 

533 McAlver 

534 C Nevifk 

535 T Noilfc 

536 Irsnti 

537 Pallr-lci 
53S Mjj 
53» JoJnuen 
540 Shu 

54.3 AHvtt 
544 Hrast 
54J Ptuil 

546 Bari on 

547 Urtramd 
54W Rl.'WdeJi; 
544 Ntilao 
5fO Albcnun 

553 Walker 

554 Sicfjnora: 

555 Ncwvinne 
5.V, Monk™ 

557 Paid 
55s Bouli 

559 Van CIoNkM 

560 Umdekwim 


0 6 15 

11 12 341 

11 II 111 

-.1 15 15 

1 20 IJ 

0 15 3jl 

5 38 30 


111 30 50 

4 ” 15 

lin 2 7 
» 15 12 


5 14 IJ 

5 .111 111 

0 (4 IJI 

11 n m 

4 13 2J| 

5 21 .30 

5 13 [0 

il 14 .IJ 


563 Scales 

564 CompMl 
5b5 CalJerroutf 

566 Ain in 

567 Erimbut^h 
JbS Carr 

569 MoMmll 
530 Dicks 

573 R leper 

574 h5T 

575 Rhls 
57h PenJnud 

577 luqim 

578 Tome* 

574 iL-ny 

580 Cmsmn^huiu 
.W TJuuda.7 
5K4 McAlliMcr 
585 KJrnMc 


MIDFJELDER5 


II IS 15 
Il 2S 25 
Il 9 1.4 

5 12 5J* 

5 jn 17 

4 11 30 

5 13 35 

0 6 40 

4 3h 3ji 


I 9 IJ 

I 47 }J 

0 1» 1A 

II 111 3J> 


U HI IJ 

II 1.3 15 

I 11 15 

H I 30 


4 .32 62 

n 22 42 

l .3.3 15 

I 3« in 

II II 35 

0 15 35 

II II 35 

0 3) 4.1 

1 10 .3.7 

I 17 3.0 

0 2S 3.3 

4 .31 22 

II 4 12 

1 19 1.4 

11 12 1 4 

1 14 15 

I .3 I h 


I 21 15 

I 15 15 

0 I 15 

1 « JJ 


ton Plan 
1413 Parlour 
MM Pereira 
b05 Vadn 
UKi Ovcimar; 

MI7 Mender Rinlfigow 
UK Thybw 

UN TiwnsetMl 

630 Unfff 
h.3.3 Marcdlc 

634 Ball otds 

635 Redftuni 
6.36 Eadcn 
m37 Tinkler 
63N Draw 

639 W2cr« 

640 MdGnljj 

64.3 Sbittwuod 

644 FhhTilll 

645 FraDdMi 
64b Thnmpvrai 
647 PUIuck 

frW Sdla r- 

hi* Coital 
b5fl Di Mancu 

653 Wise- 
ly Newton 

655 PHufhm 
(■5i< Babeyaiu 
057 tlfcr 
ft5X fcdemkm 

654 McAJliMur 
uUI Sabko 

66.3 JiVh3B4KI 
6| i4 Smtpvor 

1*5 Avmow 

666 D |3w»ell 

667 Van fter L’lan 
1*8 [>jill» 

t*4 Hum 
6711 IhrkiDH'ii 
ft73 (iriini 
b74 Rnrelh 
675 Sown 
«>7h SfMiJ 
n77 Dh»tci 
678 Wjfljft' 
ft 79 Sharpe 
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TOT 

0 

J 

1.* 

.1.4 

4(1 

TUT 

0 

u 
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TUT 

II 

n 

? — 

TOT 

1 

14 

1.6 

TOT 

1 

26 

IJ 

TOT 

il 

lb 

15 

WH 

|i 

il 

.15 

WH 

II 

12 

17 

33'lf 

II 

11 

.».« 

WTI 

5 

R 

15 

3111 

4 

IJ 

25 

WH 

11 



WH 

n 

(1 

20 

WIM 

0 

16 

4.11 

WIM 

l 

17 

15 

WIN 

1 

1 

1M 

WIM 
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1 

15 

WIM 

0 

17 

15 





■MLS 

11 

III 

25 

ARS 

1 

l» 

14 

AR5 

t) 

II 

27 

ARS 

u 

14 

45 

ARS 

ANS 

u 

29 

64) 

i) 

0 


AV 

AV 

5 

21 

1.9 

n 

3 

3J 

AV 

1 ? 

19 

4.1 

BAR 

n 


211 

BAR 

a 

4 


BAR 

il 

36 

15 

BAR 

u 


1.2, 

BAR 

u 

15 

14) 

BLA 

0 

n 

J.0 

BLA 

0 

17 

-.U) 

BLA 

0 

4 


BLA 

b 

8 

.1.4 

BLA 

0 

7 

All 

BOl. 

| 

7 

15 

BOL 

1 

lh 

IK 

BOI 

i 

R 

IJ 

BOL 

0 

14 

15 

CHE 

n 

0 

4.4 

CHE 

1 

15 

541 

CHE 

0 

14 

.1.7 

CHE 

1 

| 

14 

CHE 

0 

.1 

1.(1 

CHE 

1 

1 

.HI 

env 

i> 

12 

Ut 

SOU 

] 

S 

14 

COV 

11 

IU 

AH 

cav 

11 

11 

24 

COV 

0 

0 

111 

DER 

a 

1 

12 

PER 

0 

4 

3.(1 

DER 

n 

n 

IJ 

DER 

0 

b 

lb 


amt 

rutyfM 

nui 


m 
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itai 

rtf) 

68.3 

Ri helix 

ILuLind 

UEE 

\£E 

4 

ji 

6 

15 

15 

6 M 

ftrkcr 

LEI 

0 

7 

IS 

hKS 

Tavlnr 

LEI 

0 

II 

1.6 

68n 

U/CII 

l£I 

ll 

lb 

11 

1417 

Ununo 

LEI 

1 

8 

,3J 

6KK 

Oupp) 

LEl 

1 

21 

1.7 

689 

Home- 

NE33 

1 

ll 

3JI 

6*1 

RiMkn-tpp 

UV 

■J 

n 

SJ 



LIV 

I 

34 

5.9 

h-M 

Th-Mun> 

I XV 

a 

1 : 

3.1' 

69> 

lomli-inhvn 

LIV 

11 

n 

4 1) 

WHi 

Kfbnm 

man 

1 

14 

74 

69/ 

MAN 

1 ) 

13 

7.11 

wm 

Keane 

MAN 

n 

14 


«w 

Bull 

MAN 

ti 

1.3 

711 

71*) 

JWvtrJa 

MAN 

n 


,1_« 

711.3 

law 

NEW 

l 

111 

.3.6 

7!« 

Batty 

NEW 

i) 

1 

IX 

7115 

7th 

rnllvnK 

Ucauntev 

NEW 

BCIL 

4 

l 

15 

15 

10 

nn 

kvuKim 

NEW- 

i 

.3 


7IW 

Blinker 

SHEF 

r» 

n 

15 

71W 

Hyde 

Whiilnmti.im 

SHEF 

u 

6 

15 

7311 

SHEF 

11 

17 


7.3.3 

Lathi me 

SHEF 

11 

34 

,3J) 

7.34 

Maplion 

SHEF 

1 

ID 

14 


.Slater 

SOU 

1 

.1 


7.36 

(fcikky 

SOL' 

ii 

6 

| *1 

7.37 

Anilertim 

TOT 

(1 

(1 


73H 

Ra 

TUT 

l 

17 

34 

7.W 

1 fi well'. 

TUl 

1 

7 

3.2 

7411 

Cum 4a 

TOT 

6 


.35 

74.3 

Siniim 

TOT 

1 

IU 

744 

Nichen 

TUT 

1) 


■■5 

745 

Williams hi 

EVE 




746 

Mi Huelicv 

WH 


4 


747 

Mimcur 

WH 

4 

7 

25 

7« 

nidrnp 

WH 

II 

•> 


749 

llcrkovic 

WH 

5 

in 

25 

7Sl 

lawn*. . 

WH 

l 

X 

3.11 

75.3 

Jones 

3«M 

1 


2,5 

754 

Lark 

WIM 

5 

14 

75S 

Anilcr 

WIM 

0 

15 


756 

Fear 

WIM 

D 

n 

1X1 

7S7 

C Hughes 

WIM 

4 

ll 

2JI 

STRIKERS 






1 6 12 

0 9 111 


0 I) 1.8 
U 2 22 


3 38 IJI 
0 0 35 


.*13 Wtluhi 
»M BoaiDiinc rervira 

805 Yuriev 
*Jb Jiadnra 
K07 Cnl^mnre 
SR WiikJttM.nl 
»n llendne 
! H.lQ Hnstuv 
1 83.3 Suliun 
8.34 rijflachtT 
815 Hohlin 
I 8 .V 1 McHinLav 
I 837 Blake ' 

*38 Zula 
8.34 Via lli 
MU MaHuRtas 
/U3 TJirv Andie Fki 
844 Dublin 
W5 Wludnn 
W6 Hudicrtw 


11 61 75 

« 50 7J 

n n m 
I 26 6.7 
0 5 14 

0 14 K.1 

0 6 JJ 

0 4 15 

U 7 |j 

1 49 45 

4 J5 xn 
n 13 4ji 
n 3 u 

« 26 27 

I IS 9JI 
3 25 3.5 
» 17 4.4 

I II 331 
n 29 35 
n 11 3.11 

n m 35 


847 Sol twill 
MX Ljgjnhournt: 

849 Dyer 
R 50 Freolman 
653 Ndati 

854 Shipnerlcy 

855 Ward 

856 Siumdjn; 

857 W.ineh>ipe 
85s Fereuum 
854 ILrmhy 
■SNi Deane 
■V>3 Li Iky 

864 Hasslehank 

865 ClaroJge 
** I loltey 
867 Tmler 
*■8 Ik-rjer 

864 (kin 

87(1 Sdwles 
S-73 Cnle 

874 Soivkper 
X75 Shenneham 

876 Nevlarul 

877 Shearer 

875 AspnUa 
STO Ferdinand 
880 TittuxMm 

88.1 Gui^owstwi 
*34 Humphrim 
SS5 Braith ' 

S86 Hiru 

887 UTtwier 

888 Evans 

889 Oacnsud 

890 /Vmslmng 

89.1 henen 
894 iionsoti 
W 5 Kiuan 
89b HbUsaonb 

897 Ekuku 

898 Gayle 

m EucB 

MANAGERS 

>i*i Ci ££ 

103 Link 

904 WOMB 

905 Hothun 
«» Todd 
«n Guiim 
918 Siradtatn 
9»« Gtppell 
930 Smith 
433 tafclal] 

S3* Craftam 
S35 O’Neill 
436 Evans 
9.37 Pl-TCOMWI 
93K Dakjish 
9.39 Plcal 
940 Jones 
9*3 Prancfa 

944 Retflounp 

945 Khmcar 
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1 

25 

55 

1 

16 

95 

1 

19 
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IS 

25 

11 

17 
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4 

14 
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13 
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35 
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II 

b 

15 

n 

9 
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5 

II 
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s re *gn looks unassailable 


T. 


- ...... _ Po *t 

trophy is the last of the 
important 
examinations for 

as Hkhanf 
MnyKtop reflects, it is 
g&g to take a truly 
woceptionai performance 
the winner to have 

^ Chance of dislodging 
3Giar as the season's top 
two-year-old. 


There have been times, such as 

the yeaxs of Apalachee, Refer- 
ence Point and Celtic Swing, 
when the victor of fee Racing 
Ptet Tfrophy could look down 
rather snifSy at the winner of 
Britain's other great defining 
two-year-old contest, the De- 
ltas Stakes. If that situation 


is to repeat itself this jOitumn 

jnen racing aficionados will 
snow they have finally relocat- 
edthe Shangri-la of the early 
1970s, when Brigadier Gerard 
a™ Mill Reef were submitted 
nrnnantly in the same crop. 

Jn truth, though, whatever 
succeeds at Doncaster on Sat- 
urday will need the assistance 
of rocketry to compare with the 
achievement posted by Xaar 
down Newmarket’s straight at 
the weekend. 

After two days in laborato- * 
ry conditions, Matthew Tester, 
the British Horseracing Board’s 
handicapper of two-year-olds, 
yesterday emerged with a rat- 
ing of 127 for Xaar, which of- 
ficially makes him the best 
winner of the Dewhust since B 
Gran Senor in 1983. Since then, 
the only two-year-olds to be rat- 
ed higher are Arad and Celtic 
Swing, and even the memory of 


their subsequent disappoint- 
ment cannot draw from the ex- 
citement Xaar has generated. 

It is assumed that those con- 
nected to the French colt mere- 
ly have to practise their public 
speaking ibis winter in prepa- 
ration for the microphone on 
the 2,000 Guineas podium and 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Bandbox 
(Folkestone 3.30) 

NB: Swino 
(Folkestone 430) 

there is even talk of a Derby, for 
which Xaar is genetically un- 
suited. Yet there is a precedent 
of another outstanding two- 
year-old who lost his potency Lo 
the winter months. “I was cured 
of looking into a crystal ball to 
predict the future by Troroos,” 
Tester said yesterday. “He was 
head and shoulders the best 


two-year-old of 1978, but was 
beaten in the Craven the fol- 
lowing year and then retired." 

If an empowering display is 
to be evidenced at Tbwn Moor 
on Saturday it is likely to come 
from Second Empire, the 2,000 
Guineas ante-post second fav- 
ourite. Aidan O’Brien's colt 
has yet to be confirmed as a def- 
inite runner however, and is me 
of three inmates from Bally- 
doyle among the 12 acceptors 
left in yesterday. O'Brien, who 
also has the Dewhuret third. Im- 
pressionist, in the field, has al- 
ready indicated that Saturday’s 
Curragh winner Saratoga 
Springs is an intended runner 
at Doncaster. 

One colt who has to perform 
with distinction to justify his in- 
clusion is Mudeer, who has 
been supplemented into the 
race at a cost of £15,000. His 
owners, Godolphin, won the 


contest last year with another 
late entry, Mcdaafy. Henry Co- 
ca, who has won tbcRadngftjst 
Trophy nine times, reties on 
Craigsteel this time rad Ws fal- 
low Newmarket' . lrajaas 
Michael Stoote and Alec Stew- 
art are represestcxF by Kili- 
manjaro and GMatanram. 
respectively. Mtrtamam had; 
boenacons^eraikmiirthoDb- 
whurst, but was removed from 
that assignment when Stewart 
gauged the 'strength Of the op- 
position. 

James TbDer too wffl scan the 
possible rivals to Dock Row be- 
fore committing the Duke of 
Devonshire’s colt to battle. If 
Tbdcr does not Hce what be sees 
on the team sheet he will 
reroute Duck Row to Friday’s 
Horns HQ] Stakes at Newbury. 
More definited noises have 
been emanating from Sean 
Woods, who intends to partid- 



- Racing ’s futures market 


his seven-length vic- 
torjjrtn Saturday’s Group One 
. Dewhuist Stakes over seven fur- 
Newmarket on Satur- 

JlOfoisndw 

^:f^idced64 
-■/^wquiite with 
the 
2,0^0 Gui- 


Last week's futures market 
h i ghlig hted Ttonpole “ looks 
overpriced at 40-1 with 
Ladbrokes* in the 
Cesarewitch at Newmarket 


Dewhuist disappointment 
Daggers Drawn is out to 25-1 
with Ladbrokes. 

Xaar, whose pedigree and 
pace suggest he 


the Dewbuisi run- 
'i&atpp-priced 20-1 with 

' . Coral offer just 

,000 Guineas. 


would be a re- 
markable colt 
indeed were he 
to prove as ef- 
fective at a mile 
and a half as he is at seven fur- 
longs, is a top-priced 10-1 with 
Coral for the Deify. 

-Ian Davies. 


been working wdismee in 


from Woods's La Granges 
in Newmarket . . s 

HACMG POST TROPHY 
Doncaatot; Srtorday): Eauim: QM| : 
atMl (HCkJX Hook RapfJJ'MBi> ta - 
prarc taUat (A P OBri«V>rtLK M i ■ l» n|ti <M 
Stouf*i LUa Mbe pWbod* MOinMB 
Soon (3r Mark Pnraa*& Mud«T p— rt 
bta Suroof). Mufttrtbir (J Goedent Mi*»- 
mma {AStamttatat Aarteaflw|£ Dura 
kip). Saratoga Springe {It P OBrianW 
Seoaad (A P OBrianArg 


FOLKESTONE 


FORM GUIDE 

Mu'* Double cruind In on aSwaather In Jify and abo ran wad In Mcsnd to Thortb 

■J MJWwrhampton Suva outing* late Ha was expected to oops with Iheaoft 


1-30 Stone Of Destiny 
2.00 Courage Under Fire 
230 Davis Rock 
3*00 Homestead 


HYPERION 

330 Bandbox (nb) 

4-00 Critical Air 

430 Broadstalrs Beauty 

5.00 VERONICA FRANCO (nap) 


Nottingham last week and Ns i 
feiBBtnrou 







‘r'yPr. 
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GOING: Good to Soft. 

&DU1& Straight - stands stela: round causa - murtfa 

Gl 1**™* ***** TQi*nB-1» 

s s " ld “ T ^ <™i 


O' totHBimsxp^Bd to oops with Ihe soft grauvltf hrtiptarft sand. That *«gerte he Mae to got Hatton 
. . jMyfcg-onftatrttitPMtollsEssthtloBBtlhsintftdo^wl iltittewoafcsprtat Bwprwfarancate to WHALING, » 
_ «wtNssawnthfutangThagreurt'M«toetefrtNawmariiM In August when n Juhr and a docent ti*d ki ter IfcsHima bfctas to Gee 
&Bvmr« Glory (thH to La Dotes VHe) was thrss lengths In front of Mtak DnSs over 
ths try* Gunners Qtory has dons nothing « * visor vn snd IM Double has ■ tins 
cranes on flfc bitter terms. CMB Concerto tea tha inNdo pHch for this tumbgHMn- 
ftstana trip. Hsr oppsamnea In s safer confirms shs his regmssd but ata wodU hws 
ate^jg cranes on hw sseond to BrarUs Bear m Windsor m May: Lstnoma has dons 
hsr wtoning on tsstar around and SHARP RETURN, who could not got In s btaw aoNnat 

oidsr nvais (raco mnUy Scahebvy) si Laicastor osvon c 

tart had gmn stgrm afbstter to turns 4Mtwn ssvsnth ol 1 
hsm and hsr win last year was at tots fittum 


FORM GUIDE 

OttM Air ran hia bast race tan flnw «hsn s tour-isngth sodh of 14 to Arturtg on WotaP- 
- - - . nnohoooUd baaBWStlothwn 

sseond to Usd SWWi st Mhrwh* 
July and a decant thW is hsr thsHnw UWm to Ganonua Embrace at UngflaU las: 
tkns whan shs rsosd on 4ha opposite tide of tha count anjiiSslus Dadrton tot 
out of pu« whan mh to Mari-Ba in ■ Nownartojt sslar tal ussak. Tils should ba i 

ad by (Ns six bstongs with soma cut judged on aaiisr stsying-on aftorts on • tsstar w- 
toes Oo u rtnsy Gym'S seconds haws Ben basin on tot promt! hut thsttoap to dess 
aflBrisistrydrtMtosMhaipRMM'Ibwar. who ran wain data* (second to Colonsl 
Oustsr) on sand hsfcxshsna flslsctlon: PEWJNfl 


3.00 


HARDRES HANDICAP 
1m If 149yds Penalty V 


1301 WESTENHANGER MAIDEN AUCTION STAKES (CLASS 
° VM D) (Dtvl) £4^00 added 2YD 6f1 89yds Penalty VWua £3,1 68 


JCMkn7 


"B ISKgSpaEL^ u ^" l ^ ,, -- J ".Sgi 

49 HOBART JUNCTION (M) fbm Ford 4 "SiyFiBgBn) SC Wfcrs 8 3 PBoomMd5 

00 MS DEUBWnESpq JP DSn* UbkiSJ DQggs4 

BH THE HASSfRATE p7) (JAOhn) M Ehra&d B 5 PPHwpte^2 

Offi ZEROTHSFFTSitinntakOaaMMIMiSS :_GDdsid3 

JR Hnneii (3] I 


(CLASS F) £4.000 added 3YO 
due £3^470 

.CfluHsrS 


4.30 


0900B ARDENT (8) (R LsrM C BansMd 9 7 

333330 INCUNATUMfl6)(D JCBRMDAWARBUtaKQUEbnradBB JtUsill 

803408 TABASCO JAZZ ft3) (Usd fcrtmsrt) B Uashon S a JITUfauKB 

058068 HfflK TO HOWIE {15 P) (Ths Brsea Uppaa) R limn 9 5 WJCCavwS 

04400 SIDNEY THE nDNEV (111) (UJ Ryan) U RysnS 3 A CMS 

133200 ROYAL ROULETTE (7) (WJPJtotoon) SVitoda 9 2 ■ NDsv4V 

4SM8 STAR BURY (34) (i H VAddoMQ D Chappel 9 2 XNmII 

043522 ROtf3ROWC(J1^(Bf)p>»*OCO«yw91 JFEg»7 

42BES TYCOON TINA (8) (A N Bnxtto RaiMi) W U Mxuna 9 1 .._. RCodmsisa 

-Dsns DIM 13 
.Tlktal 


0« ZERO THREE nFTBipffldMOtoft^MItata 83 

433080 BREQOOOESS{41)(MniUct3nsGoodnan) J S Uxm712- 


BETUNttM Stans Of Dsslfafc 3-1 Tbs Boy Jolla 114 Umto DrH, B-1 PnDs Usnaims,ia-T 
Hrs Goddess, Algebra, Tin Mi 
1998: Hango285WRyan 8-1 1 


Rrs Goddess, Algebra, 7l» Maginrate. 1« Hatattadhn, 18-1 Zsm Tlsw RRsm 

rtpHamon, 1 


I Humtyi} tasn p) B 
FORM GUID 


DDE. 

Ths Boy John, sseond st Brighton to Cosmic Couttoss Isat tim now tries an ttdm tor- 
lono on softsr around. With sw thrs^tongth sewerdh to IworyV Joy si Newbury in soft- 
iah gtami to hia name, ho coUti go waL STONE OF DESTWr ran In bUnkars (Wt off 
totfc^) whan outotosaad behind Daggera Drawn at DaraMStsr last fima Ha has tha prousn 
ferm ar this dstance with kxrths to Saffron Lana at Newbury and to Mama Of Love at 


or of note. 


SetocMon; STONE OF 


nSnSv 3.30 


WESTENHANGER AMiDEN AUCTION STAKES (CLASS 


087130 HOMESTEAD (3) (OecftwC Qsanmod)R Hawn 8 U . 

520003 JOLUf JACKSON (31) (FNar Wtandn^ R AWant B TJ. 

0000S2 UM5BTS LAD m <f) (Qackcrea Srthwra PUtodr^ J Jtrtfts 0 72 J Saidn 14 

MOO AFTER HOURS p5) (After Hart Pairwrfrrt D Branch Daw B 77 JIFartnS 

343340 WlAGEnB(FR) (2l)(AJHChBd4KCunnhaiTvBRNn89 JMmC 

600002 CHURCHLL'S SHADOW (18) (Actant J Gr^iJ SPaaBaS 7 TSpntslO 

-Udsdarsd- 

BErnn:5-1 Hareestaad,8-1St» Entry; 7-1 1 VcTOTM 1 WJciltYJ**aaivB -1 OascMteStal- 
0 * 4 , 10-1 Lindtst tsd, 12-1 Ardad Ro»M RMdM, Route Round, tadtoadoa 14-1 Umoo Jazz, 
Hsnte Hi Howto, Stony The KHnoft 18-1 Vfflsgo Putu 20-1 Alte Hows 
199ft Mono Lady 3 8 B U Anton 28-1 (D^^^^b^smi (V) fi m 

to an amasauar mca In soft gromd at Sotaury in Junto Joty Jackson would haw caught 
Highly Ho with a bit further to trawl. He tries the longer trip today on rirdnr groutf for 
the first time since so has dams and hss Rtohard Qulm on boeud In this bw grade 30 
has Ardent, who shaped vwl last weak to sixth to AHdhaal at Lnkastac But the drop to 
tr(p tooks right for STAR ENTRY, an to The Wings ny sura to As the (pound. Fourth of 
* to TtaptoatEMh and baeian only two bngdra when sixth to Vtenonica Banco at Ssndown 
Star Entry oan wto (Ms with lass amphasto on stsnta. Homaataad, a iwnsr at Wtaiva^ 
hampton on Stourdni is a dual whnar over shorter trips at Brighton. Ho w* not ba far 
away to this league If he copes with tha softer ground Thia drop to trip may ha(p Royal 
Rouatta, who wes sswnth to Swan Hunter at Leicester (%n 4fl last week, and Tycoon 
Tina, a winner m the soft at Mussetourgh SsIsctfoiK STAR &ITHY 

CLIFF MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS' F) 
£3,300 added 2Y05f Penalty VMue £2^77 . . 

UWighemS 

JICothnK 


HERSTMONCEUX LIMITED STAKES (CLASS E) £4,025 
added Gf Penatty Value £3^2S 

000300 H)flQNGflC(J)(D) (HRItazfOM2|&MftBSCO(t393 GOteMdB 

S83300 MBIERJOLSON(31)(Qp]||Bobnecne(Rltomw89t RCodswalSB 

4CD02 0(iTUIC(20|(P)(MiBDMQHr4Ulftdg*ricl5B1 ARMsy(7]S 

12002 MYSTICAL (29} (D) (lias RUArr)4hsL Stubbs 3 90 __JtAta«V 

BOM S WNO p( (SvtaartantaaportUit) PBensa Bd JFEgwIO 

250823 BROADSlAmS BEAUTY M(D)(ttiJudyHrt}DShw78l2.-.C T*gn MB 

541404 KBRUCKY FALL {B}(D9IM>EtrajDyo8 teen) Lady Ham 48 fi ACMtS 

OBOOO SHAH* W SMART {M) (C0}(KH Rita) B Start 5 8 12 U WifauOlfi 

-00005 BflAVBSART(2mWHPeraort4)MChsiinen3Btl TOtal 

00*02 BUBBUrp3)(C)(LonJ3*«ylltaJ JDurtcpaan 3 Sanders 12 

232B3 NOHUElLmlTJNumTJNHniaill TSptas 

jJii»trNaM2 


1U006 nOPFEYSHNIffiYfrn P) (MraDFCai) nHamonSBII. 
3062 TDPTDN(3l)(GsoigsScwfaridgi}IBaUng38ll. 


-SWMbnribSV 


038002 HAUWNG(USA)f4) (D){AnrapGM JGSrrvtvOdxunaBS-DSsntoisy (Q4 
ixzm TTTHCAR (17) lAbdMM) 8 Hartley 383 : ^ MRtasnr7 


43* WAffiMG EMPRESS (31) (DrGWWWoi)RArmiaig 388. 
-16i 


._F Norton 8 


BETTING: 7-2 SMtod 92 Mstsr Jotwn, 6-1 Mysticto, 8-1 Forctog BM, Bubbly, Hntaky Al, 10-1 
B a w M ie a rt, 12-1 B tn s rM alni BaartK RoBey Sphney; Rxdag Hd, 14-1 dim 
199ft nipta Ftog 5 8 V. R Codsane 4-1 tar (L Cotsal) dmn (I) 13 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SWINO Idaaly wants thia sbe turionas with cut in the ground so ha did wsl to win over 
fite mlntoun trip on feet grouid st Redcar on Satuid^ He e««oopad We to beet Royal 
Dorns, end on his previous start ha was body dawn wtoan ■ credtabiB fcxrth of 22 to 
AtomisiyBh at Haydoch (six Erlangs to the mud). Swfcn can be landed to make a quick 
falow up with MyeOcal hte Holy chiaf rival vritti Kieran Fslon muifiad tor toe Eat lima 
since their wti at Ekighlon n Au^rat Mister Jolaon has won on thto type of pound and 
htetetaet victory tom WlowDNaMKairpton in Mkwb with todq^partoac (toy Cochm 
This oldtinw looks a oound aachway bat wHh Kentucky Ml probably mow eHecth* 
on a faster sirte* Forctog Bid and Roffay Spinney (in Irani of Swno at Ndtingham 
tear ltoie}aeam better an tha aa-weathoc Saiacdon: SWNO 

LEEDS HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3£00 added 1m 4f 
Penalty Value £2/115 

FOUROANB) (II) (John Fahey} S Dow 49V RPertwmS 


034222 RAN060X(14) (BF) (TheBartto* 0r*jpde)SMrtr9O. 
5 DOUBLE BRAMDY (95) (Queen Szabed^ I Bbktog 9 0, 


6 DANCWG _ 

06 RRSTMASlBI(2q 


m OAn Avmi Bakings 
tIMttarArtartU^KataayB7^LJ1 

ipCCVtordDChappelBB 

-(17) (Fw* ARKart U Bel 8B__. 

COURAGE UNDER HIE 9*i Adta Wantfl DArtxi(rel83 

6 TWSANGBLS(W1)(BatnMdBtoan)U , fcmpMB83 

00 08«BiADINUBE(FH) (42) (CJBmadC James7B 

5088 PS1SIAN SABRE (•) Mte FtoctogJ V Some 7 12 — 

8 RU88IA»DHJGHT(11) (KwnetVMByThQKwgbedsI) RH*ron7B JCteta8 

' ' -Sdectond- 

BETTWtt MDeneinfl Dsrvteh, 4-1 Roestoa Defight, 5-1 PrtocsBashooLB-1 FtaMestotS-ITlne 
Angta PkiIw Srtre, 14 Oooaga Under Ffcs, 20 Onfan Dl Nrta, Casual Ms^c 
199ft Ornboug 2 6 UT Sprtn 4-1 (J DtriopJ dewi W 12 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

DANCING DERVISH and Rueeta DeBgMwl not haw to be snyttww epadal aftorlhair 
dabut runs to batter lacas at Ybrk and Ascot mpacGvaly DanctogDarvteh had bt 


RCodns4 
Whita&l 
Jl Adams 9 
M Amoa3 


3 54502 atPBKJRNAHffiB (31) fftoShna Meehan) BUsshan 90 KAtaZ 

oo iflllGBLAiopq (tear Btoodwod^H Hwmia o — : Danaomeis 


TSprakaa 

Dffigga7 

RAsodi(3}2 
.C RulterS 


05 ROYAL BLUE 
03 1HRD 


ndgawmFtemirtU I 

(17) f G Umb) M fertnOi 90 


(Thai 


M Usher 90, 


46 ATLANTA (f : ; (EUnof ItortxnMBh) JDu«Dp88» 

BATCHWORTH BBLE (Ms Dtart lltafl E WhMbrB9. 


333 DOVGRSOUL(B1)(RPMadnn6PNtelin09.. 


JManMIO 

SDraans4 

Tfita 7 

A My (3) 11 

S SaitanS 

JWnarl 


tor his introduction behind Iffnah and tooka to wtonar in INs l 
can do bettor atftar probably naadng the tun whan eighth to the < 
N uttti ol ai n- three months after his dabut at Newmarket Ffratf 


hod bad ground 
Pifnca Batsftoof 
Rochet at 
to Dr 

ifurtohgaaflarhis 
ootid no t 


Fbng to a waim race atNewbuy may be eufted by this retumjo i 
sitwaquant sixth of 13 to Courteous at SeOsbury omV Permian Sabre cotid aho ba ten- 
ded on Ms abeth of S Aeque Lady at Wtodeor and was not dsgracedbehtod Hekeam 
hare afterwards Satodlom DANCWG DBWISH 

| 0 on | BIDDEN DEN SELLING STAKES (CLASS F) £3^00 added 
3YO BH89yda Penally Value £2^77 

DHS* MOSS DOUBLE (IQ (BF) (The Money Mon) Gw KMosayB 5 

2 -00800 CLASS OBTINCHONpaj pin Ell APariifflsl^p)R 

3 380 GLBI OOL (35) (W A , ; U Channco 9 0 

4 223050 GUNNERS GLORY (28) (tan BUsy) Ms L Stott* 90 

5 408520 ITALIAN SYMPHONY M U E Abbsy) P Evans 90 — 

8 0230® LAMORNAnB^P) (WH ftennib)4 M Chsmon 9 0 

7 
B 
9' 

B 
11 
12 
B 
14 
« 

* 


5 
8 

7 

8 
8 

« 05 GAMEHnD(3Q(togftfertltahoan}JSpeemgaB. 

It MYSTICAL SONG (JStnr^RGuwt 8 9 MrttaDnywS 

V 5 OKBAHE(1^JOKPa«Sta^JAhal«fStB9 D Biggs 3 

® 0 TOUGH NELL(g® (GcdapMRta^ Art nBnUBBobJcwsBB NDsyB 

BETTING: S3 Emparar Habesra, 7-2 Doable Handy; 94 Dowr Sad, 8-1 Baadbra.7-1 ASsnts, 
10-1 Long Wand. MysOcal Seng, 14-1 Royal Btos, Gsmo Bird, Thfad Couski,20-1 olhscs 
1998: Unshaken 2 9 0 D Rental 4-1 (J Antfnm) drawn ft tt ran 
FORM GUIDE 

DOUBLE BRANDY is talon to ba the first winner id emerge ftom Ariantb race at New- 
bury h July. Tha race looked decant at the ttom and Doubts Brandy* thrae-iangth fifth 
of toi after being squeezed far mom, was a promi si ng effort This oppoaMon la nothing 
spatial, with the luddees Bandbox (to font of OK Baba and tha aeoy-to-back Aftanla 
on tost gnound last dma) agsto Body to Bid eomattitog too good far Mm. Em peror No- 
hsanimnvMltolhesaftaajndatNBwburylBsttimawfMn boaton a rnek by hraryte 
Joy to a misery (W) with artmoquont wtonar Mama lemoe in thktt Ha tooka tha one Dou- 
bto Brandy fas to ovarcoma Dover Sotri hse bean consMent on the tost graisid and 
sha has an obvious chanca on her totoeilhird of 17 to Bermuda Boy at ~ 

Island can totpraw. Satoctlon: DOUBLE 



FORUM (17) (□} ptaj 0AratM& Anna] Llfcxtausrti89 ®KAta7 

~ (35) (IQ (Dr A t-inbar) K Comarfoid 899 WJOOtmrlSB 

DANZIG (20) p cook) JBrktarA 87 N Adam 12 


(8)(Bangu<an ftotog Artnanfl Rlngam397~ 
BLUE (48) (G S 9icp*M RHanren 398- 


FRANCO(f7)(CD}(JJV»wtan(PHadgv4B8- 

FTMpAggs4»UPraKoB3B8_^__ 

000030:^81 SPBajIATOR (17) (D) frhoSpoata*i)J Barts 49 4_ 
03340 DAUPtW (11)(D)(l*sRta Bnmi)W Uusnn 493- 


JtMcGksoiS 

_ 0 sns 0 YMI 18 


RAaoctl(3}13 

GDo8Md4 

-G P radasHBV 

~M WolmnS 


005 BOB KNOWS (13) (Anthony Hatrjnn)RjQhnaantfi»ghlDn383. ACM9 

500038 iraiHJR (T7) (The Mags Ftectoa Parrmhlp) Lacty Herrin 3 8 3_R Cochran* M 

55088 AIMRALS SECHET (USA) (iq<0}(MsCA\M)CYIM 893 SSsndnl 

OflW UABYJO (15) P) (R Kieman) G L Moore B 9 2 Candy Mnrla 11 

OaSBO HEHB9HANDANCHt(1S)(KhglKd Aifamht4BRMkmn880_AWhslM(lj)ia 

600 MY ROiAlf) (2^(Ms 0 R HanhetQ J FTkft-HByes 3 B B J¥hawr17 

022034 WU3FWE PWT) (31) (D) psSbByBbodSndiLteORAWustBB'tZ TOitaB 

2054 VfflLWfUM(6)(Lsnrtoi»7iVWByRac*ifl)AFMnr38Tt Ttaahi2 

-181 


000000 SHARP RETURN (OK? [Us Tima Ban^URpn B0. 
-08500 BEVELHJ CHYSTAL (95) (Ua JEM Ftowol) C Jamas 8 3 
Q20000 CHRJ C0NCSTT0 (TTJffcfl Hnseposar) P lAftin B9. 

00 COPEMiAGBI p*)V)B Sharp) 

32204 GAVE HOCK (15) (J jhmawy) W Mir 8 9 . 



-A CMS 


-Marita Dwyer 5 


00060 DON'T FORGET SHOKA (J60) (UsVctariaQcxxinar^ JS IAm» 8S — J QrtmlS B 
-00000' FORWARD WSS (20) (JS B Hnfcfl C Bentad B 9 GWtolda 


-04030 GB«YWQSSBWAllEp5)mPAC«y)WGMtowB9 Dftsasnnr(3}8B 

8 MADAIE MAXI P0){PRHBdga)P Hedger B 9 SftosmeS 

000306 WHgZHD (18) LJJ arfctgat)J E HdgarflB ^GBwtalia ■ 

- 18 declared - 

BETTMGe 7-2 Hfef* Dootakt, 84 LHXXIta, SI CM9 Concerto, 7-1 CtaonBCsGtain^-IGtaoyWosS^ 
10-1 JMs Rock, Sharp (Mum, IM Dont Arjat Stwka, Ckn Diafticflam44 Hadaps 

Utad.16-1 Glen Ogl, 204 tohsrs 

iflBftCoriilrta Quests 90 ft Rartani 3-1 (MChanncri) dean Bran , J. 


LEVY BOARD RATING RELATED MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3^00 added 2YD6f Penalty Value £2,808 

509600 CORSECAN PQ (Ken Butts) S Dow9 0 P Dow (7) 7 


4.00 


0022 COUTTIEY GYM (719 (BT) (The Qsslcstane Artnsrdfa) M Onvacn 9 0 -T Ouion 11 

008 CRmCALAIR(T7) (NgICIraySirMnescottBO GDtAMI 

0402(0 RJGETOWapg)(UtataAiau«i9RHnni90 DsnsOYtoiU 

050 GOLDMASTBT(28) (IhomaRCapahan) WOGaman90.—AmO'GarnHH8 B 

0656 XANTDNE (17) ftoJ Kan) J Ettas 8 0 JThta WV 

04U5B0 UTESBnB4CE(3»ftlopitiodRBdndJGBnqrtOtaoune90. .TBpnia13B 

803300 BLARNEY PARK (23) paray Adi AongCM))CDw)WB 11 D CDonotoa 8 V 

04330 BVULSIVE DECBUN |S) BjdMsnod Racing CUi) M llaads B II KABonS 

02000 KRTHBPErm»sEATi£fe)RHot(3B81l R Cochrane 4 


BETTI NO: 5-1 Manta ftacp.8-1 CkwpMi.8-1 WUke,0-1 Atamlk Sacral, 10-1 Drift. IMBms, 
W Pnskn Btos, Gtos Fonsn, Sea OutzlB, VS»rnwB, 14-1 Bob Knows, Mr Speota* Jmficay; 
18-1 Herttahaa Dnncm, M n y) n , My Hotaod, 20-1 ollien 
109ft SnraTwrte SpecM S ® 6 U K Grtta Q 20-1 (UsP Duttked) drawn (7) ® ran 
FORM GUIDE 

A Chepstow soft-fyuundTMtoner and Bduaisoorer on Southwelfa sand, WILDBREshoUd 
ba to Me etomanL Ha is 7b lower compared to Me Ueet tUkwaather runs and tooks iha 
bat with only Vfeumum below Mm h Ihe handicap VWdflra was hearty bached on Ms 
bsnurtnftBmpt but hs ftatod to give his true running behind Arit Ha Is cepsktoutbrt- 
ler than IhM and can morse that form with Adntirtfs Secret (ftfthX who Is mors sited 
to atastaurtooe. Douphia. only 4ta higher tor Hs win from New tonto an atnetaura^ taoe 
on the mud at Aaoot has a ieadhg chance with Me staying ablty Veronica Franco stays 
farther than W end Is only 3to higher tar her Sandown win from Gelapno, and off tha 
seme mark as her subsaquatri third to Chlckanb Choice at htofttogham (MaBtour a ptoaa- 
Ing sixth). If she copes with the grcuxl she wN take some bertha See Danzig tries a 
longer after Ms second to Abeoiuto Utopia at Safetxsy Drift showed nothing to the 
soft ground st Crttsrich tost time, but Glow Forum wortd not be tor ewwy on Ms sixth to 
Shoadng Light rt Swidown In August JunBaqr has bean showtog some obftty ta the 
step up ta dstanceb and M softer ground could bring some improvement fram Persian 

S ele ct ion: WLDFWE 


ArtsdratBII- 


PET(f7)Ms) 

0400 MBtCtWYFAIlfliG (17) phfa BanfiBi? D Art»i 

00650 USSSXYEflitlEjftotaqTJNultaSn 

55408 UOUNTAHUA01C(18) (htogaodUita) DAendi Draft 811- 
002603 PESAUNGMfltonst vita ThoicualifeadEB MBshan BH _ 

00800 soerr PMK (1 q 9*3 DG MU Ushers 71 

■ 0800 WRJ) Lily (17) (Wfcni E Dixon) M Ryen 8 71 

-ISdsdsrad- 


-SWMtoorftS 

_S Sudan 12 
— JWsaw15 


JUnhMwttBB 
,_JFo«to(7)1 
GCartarZ 


BETTING: 3-1 Hsmslbww, M CriDod Ak. B-1 bspotain DacWon, 8-1 Pstalng, Yfld Lffi^ 10-1 
Curtesy Gm B-1 GoUssstsi; Krtte AL *4-1 Itartsta Magic, Kartma, Slant Prkfn 18-1 
HMSkya,(fli8ialN^ao-1 tf l imn 
UttStaipfMwn 290 A CM 7-1 (U Rptf dun 0) tttan 


• The former smart Flat-racer Suplizi warms up for a hurdling 
campaign at Newbury on Saturday. The six-year-old will line up 
for the Group Ttiree Si Simon Stakes, his first outing since he 
finished fourth in a Listed event on the same course in May last 
- year. Suplizi won a Listed race for Luca Cumani in 1994 and 
was also a close third behind King’s Theatre in the Craven Stakes 
at Newmarket the same year. Bat jumping will be on the horse's 
agenda soon, according to his new trainer Peter Bowen. 




CHEPSTOW 


HYPERION 

2.10 Cominanctia Creek 2.40 El Don 3.10 Fte- 
ef Island 3.40 Ja tape no 4.10 Indian Run. 4.40 
Sofyan 


FW nmOMTpflHnRAkwT-Dfi A Thornton 

404TO- KBNOiALCAKAUBRfnQ BRMfcnen7t}C.IISiltar(5) 


GOiNB: Good (Good to Soft In plac«). 

• Lafthand uncUating coma with ruMt a 04Oyaa. 

• Suraato«jSoJ Chepstow station (DatH. GMaator fne) 

" ADMISSKJft CUJ CVM5L & 

rswnfl pa inniv coon aicsrttfn dtfeA CAR PARK, Free 

• LEADMG TRAttSIS: P*po 

an%\ N IWetofUtosto* PM*! p Wcholle ' VS8 

• L&WWG JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 2&G4 pTTN), 

22-U4 (0014 c UeiwRyn 14-83 R Johnson 12-56 pWDt) 
#FAVtXBtn^ 14M48 (407N* 

BLPBCBtBlfWST TIME: Ncxm __ 



2VC-U MRSWDMGGALEnmE^PNdtabe'D-B-TJIkqfty 

7 02US-' ZAMBI(t87)(C) N’MstaivDBitesS'OS CUmByn 

. : . -7dsctond- 

BEritkGS'MZmfaglMMraiing Gab, 5-1 CoaeaahdM Creak, B-1 
nubia*, 9-tGoktan finwvftM Kent* CewSw, 18-1 CtataaOtaar 

fROLDB) HANDICAP HURDLE 
D) £4,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

few BAUAPOOR (IQ (D) (Bf) MPfeoTCO A P McCoy B 

18H2- rtAflANPB Q UC F7S)(P)Pkto|diy5'H 12 jIBNrt en sflh 
vm LAMDB)G9IIRYp(E|nJ0Bas8ll 8 Jtaadtanaift) 

1355-1 B. DON (1* (CD) M Aan 5 11 6 i JRywi 

5Z3H- LOUQtfTllLLY £30) F Jordan 7 71 2 RJahnxn 

5482F- M0VW6 OUT (S Q (D) Vta H 9 11 1 JCUMy 

U3F34 JCWALUAN (30) (D) ROSltana Dfl DOSnMven 

005471 TRIAL FORCE (17) (CD) PHrtfasS«4 H Diraoody 

W3 MYSTIC *1. (22) n Fred B1J0 CUsastlyn 


3.10 


SOUIH41ESTRACMG CLUB HCNP CHASE 
(CLASS C) £6^00 added 3m 3f 110yds 

1 E2LM- FRAZER ELAND (174) fl Flow 8 120 DOSuMmi 

2 3UF0- PWUEBaX(178)(iqPCharnlngi71111 ARnmton 

3 SPM COOLRS(t7)(D) JKhgBIT B MAFtbgtad 

4 PP3222 YftWSTOSAY (11) Dr P PriUhatl 11 106— DrPPitotatl 

G 1»22 BAKBB} (tO}(Q) JOShM 6 1)4 MMBntafi) 

6 4832-5 BTr OF A TOUCH (22) (D) R Rod 11 CO JRnrt 

-BdMtaed- 

Mhhun mlgbt MSt Tn» tmScap waigtt B Of A Tbucft Art Wl 
BETTH h 7-4 Fwar Wend, ll-ABeyerd, 4-1 Cookes. IM WWteTo Sty, 
81 Prate Bon, 14-1 Bt Of Alta* 


513 


3.40 


2 . 1 & 


WYE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS P) £5,000 

added. 3m 


1 - • 

2 
3 




E-AP McCoy V 
7UT2 PHtay 


0QQO- ADIffiULrVWAy(«9)aat(7wrtc»11 UD DoabtM 

E4PR- DRESS DANCE pBQNWdiei 7 VOJSaftmmti*® 
■r (-ndeetored- 

Mifatairtfett /OSt Surtiatap 

OnsMirafti.r. - ■ \ . - i j>- 

5ETT1NQ: 8-139M Fbn*. 1* HOqo, 5-1 tam^UMjk Rta 
7-1 Lavtod Gm^R, MQifag cw, 8-1 Ikegwawf i«, 12-1 MytatoWt Jp«U 

Man, 33-1 othera i xfe- . . ..'T- .. 


SIMON'S GOTH BIRTHDAY NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 
2m4f110yas 

4254-1 GAHAY (115) N MteM 7 11 2 RDuraaoody 

04OA- BRASS8MLL(t»RR]WB6Htl UOSUtan 

FFP2D- COUNTRY MBBTnH- pm) SDcurtB 10 Ret (7) 

P31FP- CRftFTV O UW B31 (1W)Sa«taai»7t)tl->aWynaa 
»BSa*n80tL 


00336 DRAKBTOME(1SJ1 


-A P McCoy 


04&B- JALAPBIOp8l)N1iateiavDariss610D CUeaelyn 

QRRFV ItYLEUABDpfT) FJbrtfcn5URL-, PMda 


SWIfUW 


lSBreotohw510 i n. 
nMMWMBnae««» 
MaJMEehatTYT. 

(103} M Sapped 4 1)8. 


12 8 MARGNERftBQ DIMnBa71)5^ 

-ttdactorad- 

BEmHGs 82 Jstogano, 4-1 Gsraf, 83 Woo, 81 Lrts Harm*, 81 
Brass* HnL 10-1 Drafteatooa, 12-1 Mr BopnglSB, OafanaM, 14-1 Coun- 
tiy blnetial, CraAy Gusier, 20-1 odm 

SEVERN SELLING HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS G) £3,000 added 2m 3f 110yds 

0UQ80 M BEAN (91) (BG K Burta 7 12 0 MA 

6PP44I KUAN RUN (IQ R HodgesB 11 13 T 

P32Q2 GRAND APPLAUSE (10) Mgrtaran 7714_ 

12233- SBAHAWC RETR®/51 BSgj P Hdt* S B8_T J Hwphy 

-04F9B TOTAL ASSET pa A Forbst 7-02 tayLyme 

31585 POOH SUCK (8)0 Rut 7 BO Jftart 

-SdedHMf- 

BEmwG: 84 todba Ron, 11-4 Ssahawk Rrtrtm; 7-2 Gmd ApplHtM, 
82 Mr Base, 7-1 TUN Aasat 18-1 PaofaSSdc 

THAMES HURDLE (CLASS C) £5,000 
added 2m HOyde 

1 SOPAANftY) (Cn-LadyHaitn4ll fi RDooaooc* 

PF- UACM0RKS (US<) D Mchctai 4 H fl__R Jofanro 

BOLD OfBBfDU. pS) C Bracks 3 » McNrtl 

. 1 MBS ONDEE ft- '12) ff»UPt»3 104 _,AP McCoy 

ALB4BUAM (P148) fj Bafabageao 1, „TJ toapby 


4.40 


BEnwe: mas SofyMn, *4 U3/m OadM, Srt Bold Orfarttf, 7-1 Meo- 
Btortls, 281 ABras^ear ir s 




* 



H:®ffNGDON 



HYPERION 

House 2-50 Forest Feeflier 
3^0 Cats Rub 4-20 CtobnN 


5 MP28-.GttteOBBD( 

6 60004 MARSH'S | 
J ••aowi-; 

8 ’flWAAr; 

BErtjHBi/HC 


SSSsesm 

#BUFOUW|BSr WMP4 (43fl1ft. _ 




-«wK!E3K2a 




NWtaDrtnSUU-J Qdkhtabvff 

pi)QltoW»B0 OJKoranagh 

JUpSOnSJJfl J ifoM 

■ “ : s 

m£Me MMhte lam tor m, Roto 

igMgto,4-1BMtayHBua;« 
184 UarahteUtoifato Pony. ' 


rial novice 

(CLASS E) £4^75 


1 

2 

a- 

4' 

5 ‘ 

"8 

V>' 

'8 

D 

fi 

V 


004. 

30- 


J KEMBLE E9E ‘NH’, NO VICE HUR- 
E) £2^25 added 2m 11 Oyds 

mnmCDwjarBtiu llawrane/ 1 

S MctagSn 0 Bftaati.i 2 

.*j 3 

4 

iMJWyktfno MrHiiMMrfi) S.s, 

(HE^pBQDNditaan5fiOJtltagriai y fl ; 

- ■ ‘ ;\7.v 
in - 

B . 


4^0 


8U23- PRO THEWS (2xniA^M Jones 8 B & ^J)Bims 

UOOC KEY«P(«|Af*SS!ab$li-(l 1~HGWM 

r 04 UFEOraBDMMJWteM^nO Hr H YfthM* (5) 


OLDHURST NOVICE HURDLE /CLASS 
E) £2,9ZEedc^d 2m 4f 110yd» 

PGMJlies (11)J(a>« Hfcbbartfi 11 6 -^k- RCtoral 

^RFanaok 


fi DIEGO (39) M Pt frtn 4 11 4 


. . ... 

2340)0 SWW i' iD PHBie^11}(B) JflrtiartDn 5 ft D J LaNiy p) 
THE HALtoOHIYO ao<*»541' 0 __G Btadtoy 


S'cVradonBizo— aa«*Y 
_ VIWamsBUe-AINjii" 

KMcigai6tl5 ASSralh 

JlmsBB 3 R Supple 

aiioooutnte — di 


jtTboenlin(3) 

WMntoa 

jCWnwna 


BETTWatH 

mMUnn* 

•SmArtiMrt N fl tf h 


« PF} F idnfys no_PGrt«iy 


Asm, 5-1 Hawn lAtaej 1W 
Led, 14-1 Fteloo, Orchard Ktog, 


aOOPB MEQ BDH P E IAlJFtta4t) G JtF MM 

5& -»ME^(180)irSBol»rte5nB^H«%CT 
W& WFURCCVH^v ^DtSivJ 5 « 9J( WMmm 
- ■ (^WilflHK^^S , ^^ , 4^H ) .HobBSai5 1)9 JM Rfetadl 

BBTHGlieteHnAtlU^^jtoyGdp, 8-1 Dm Rdl Hafiy, 13-2 . 
WnTbeWib, 8-lGobdNne.aeam. 12-1 Swynfnd PrVto, 1B<1 CMw- - 
tag Tto Ma^204 BHfltolinawU;nia For Cont 25-1 oAm 

HOLWELL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
D) £4^50 added 3m 

122*4- U0HYM0S3pi3)lteSSr*hS7itf JtGoast 

■B3IU2 TTff GOnSt(171(C5 DWntoBT 7 WHandoo 

7UA- O0SOJNpri)fojijp8ai9Tifl n Supple 


3.50 


W4- 




telWA ^ aea«nHa^a«ILDa>»eV 
PRHnWEPBMYpt4(P)lfaDraheei)3 -DBiUgarter 
« ■-.5ttaciead- 

BEmH fctH-JheGrybecM Cat Rub, 3-1 Magana, 8-1 Mmihe 
Pngcw RtoHiln 


DmG?CHALL£HQ9l(lH-JJarMto7lQi2_^GBndtay 

■■r DMBOWUVUOBIitetDatnrtSeC—, Bltota 

' 95- MACS SUPREME fczi) FM>irty3'B’t2 _PC«fany 

02333- PHYSICAL HJ*t<^(BnABtadiira»6t>C^HBM9yW 
‘«6 CHABROL (CANto A Bmy4 D ft__ — AHagrta 

- T1GB)LAKE(F7I)8Uort4 i l01l i3f Manana 

' IKBKtsnyjS^^CDinw'Atill -Jiawmca 

P CflUSHGFRBEpDI. Montague Hal 8 1)7 J) Morin 

50004- NOTTOPWM?P2^KftilB7107 .JlSuppla 

-iiftaclnd- 

^WObM Ptofings, 9-2 Dtogo,tI4 Chabrol, 81 MacfaSaprara^M 
Ph)rtctaFm,81 Lligeal Reply, 1(M HgnrLrte, 181 NonbPHic,2S-1 
Deeeit O u Binfle r , 33-1 ottos 

» ej > | CHURCH END HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2,925 added 2m 110yds 

OHO WABtEMER(l7)nitaMlfaital7B1U>H^HV 

•0*021 WAMDHA(TI)(CD)Kttigai7lI3 AS I 

650D- BBLMAMnfT ~ 

(YIP- MY MAN IN 
2H38 CUHJJN 
BR3- OUALTTJUR 



BETTMQ: 2-1 Yfarmton, 1V4 Baksarita, 82 fti'A Drenmta; 6-1 My Mm 
In Dundaflt, 7-1 Quefter Pride, 9-1 OuflBnOpir 





1998 2,000 Guineas Stakes (Im) 

Com Man HB Lartrokw 

tan- 


64 

son 

54 

owns 

jaurfCrtriiAPOBlfanW 

4-1 

4-1 

4-1 

5-1 

tavor KfaoefiiPOWaiM 

U-1 

0-1 

12-1 

*M 


20-1 

B-1 

14-1 

26-1 

VBarariikfilCtrtftta) 

B-1 

M-1 

20-1 

B-1 

magus DnfcB peed) 

8-1 

B-1 

25-1 

20-1 

ltartRaM9TfatoO 

20-1 

33-1 

25-1 

25-1 

:fiKbMya(Mna'M<rttota«i l 23(Nte«iKtotSnta]{2Mtf | 


j 1998 1,000 Guineas Stakes (Im) 


HUM (Debar) 

Coral 

Vffiteffl HR 

Ledbrata 

tali 

&taNy (Bead fib Sura) 

8-1 

SI 

SI 

4-1 

Lmtag Cfabn (Mrt C HbkI/H) 

61 

SI 

7-1 

SI 

cmVtapomUfyMfi 

12-1 

SI 

B1 

SI 

•BetHGK* . 

0-1 

141 

0-1 

141. 

jtafBrtMtfOrtri 

20-1 

B-1 

2S1 

141 

8KlHiw>Qmmrteodd(ptaoa%T,23ptaei>raS^3M|4 j 


1998 Derby Stakes (Im 4f 10yds) 


Hone (Baba) 

Coral 

Mnlfl 

Ledbnkee 

tali 

Second Baplra (A F OftfanM 

W-1 

SI 

SI 

10-1' 

»er(M Start* 

10-1 

Si 

SI 

SI 

Or Hoom (8aeed bh Sum) 

20-1 

20-1 

B-1 

2S1. 

KtadfBO (M State) 

20-1 

B-1 

B-1 

B-1 

taaprtitowUlbta) 

20-1 

»1 

2S1 

B-1 

Ftotaoad(HCBc9 

28-1 ' 

2S1 

2S1 

2S1 


Eachwey a qtentar (he att. pbcet, 1, Z 3 (Epson SKtoig 8 Junel 


RESULTS 

PLUMPTON 

220b 1. REACH THE CLOUDS (R Sup- 
pie) B-1;2. Global Dancer c-i;3. Docfc- 
laada Courier 12-1 12 ran. 8-2 tou Color 
Cauneeitar. ’A, K (J Upson). TWec E7BO; 
£290 £34Q B48a DF: G4Z00. CSF: E7B5& 
Tricast E79B8L Trio: £11UQ 
2JD: L STEAM ON (J R Knanatfi) 50-1; 
2. AJbemtoe M tew; a Most WMcoma 
News 7-l 7iaa Hd, ft Ms L Jewef^lMa: 
68220; £BOQ £ua DR £24aa CSFt SBGM 
3JKfc 1. SNOWDON Lll^ (J A Mc- 
Carthy) 12-1; 2. Jnc Del Prince B-1; 3. Cley- 
more Ladi 5-L 13 ran. 7-2 tew Laughing 
Fontotae&a (PMfabe4.1bto:£«S0;fi430 
£290 E2JXL DR ES44U CSF: £7834 TM> 
eat £88307. Trte E8&BQ 
aaoci. NATIVE SHORE (MrKROFtyai) 
13^ 2. Mfteto Maafc 132; 3. LMokn Atoos 

7- L 18 ran. B-4fav Mschief Star, ft, 3. (C 
Manri). UUa: 6BX7D; G8JG 6230) £23a DR 
£4250. CSF: £5123. Trio: £2000 M=t Chi- 
na Gem 

«JM:1. BLACK CHURCH p OGAan) 
12-1; 2. Nortnaranga 7-1;3 l Amber Spark 
lODGOtav. 11 ran. 3’A, 4 (R Rowe). Ibtac 
CQJ90; £3.10. E31U ElflQ DF: £3560 CSF: 
£83BB THcast E325D4 Trio: £S09Q 
450: 1. NAHRAWAU (A P McCoy) 7-2 
Jt fan 2. Sorttaa 9-1; «. Rhytom And Btoaa 
ft-t 11 ran. 7-Gttta Paratan EMa. 4 Me- (G 
L MoanD-DMee EM.70; EMO E230 £180 DF: 
£1300 CSR E3&SSL THcast £B22& trio: 
tvwpn 

Ptacapob £325BO Quadpot £2720 
Place ft £30200 Place & B«afl7 

PONTEFRACT 

23): 1.9HARP CRACXBI p MCKSOM^ 

8- 11 tov; 2. Btoaa Ym 15-2; 3. Scene 81 
13 m l ’A. (M Johnston, UdMerri). Dta 
CVBOl £UO BOX E220 DR £WO CSP. E584. 
Trier £1450 NR: Barite Gift. 

3.00: 1. RUTLAND CHANTRY (K Der- 
fay) 11-2; 2. Bonanza Itoak 4-1 tar, 3. TT|>- 
porary Sunset B-1 IB ran. X 2. (Lord 
Lkrtingdan. Wart tatayyTbtK £330; £ 280 . 
£150 £200 £130 DR £2050 CSF: £2457 
THcaab £21383. Trio: E37XU 

3-30: 1. GULLAND {M His) tLTJ fw:2. 
Rambling Rota 82; 3. Ctaptam Common 
20-1 8 ran. 2^, 7. (G Wragg, Newmarhef). 
Ttta £180: CHO £tn £280 DR £33Q CSR 
£467. 

400: 1.SB*OWnZ(J Wham) II -2 Jt tov; 
2. HtoMMd Fta 9-1 -, 3. Al On 11 -2 Jt tov; 
4 Sad Ntod Bad 8-118 rwv 1 'A. 14 (C Cy»- 
oc Horsham). IMk £580; £1BG £tB0 £160 
£220 DR £1430 CSF: £5166. Tricast 
£27683. Trio: £4000 

430E 1. AFAAN (TG McUurtM 33-1; 
2. Bowtom Boy B-21w; 3. RoMHaa 28-1 ; 
4 umalla «-l 17 ran. I '/t (R Manrin, 
Doncaster). Thte £5120; E1M0 £230. £840 
QUO DR £17760 CSF: £18902 Tricast 
£305788. Wo: fitoaoa NR: Tteotato. 

5-00: 1. PREMtUM QUEST (F Norton) 
l4-l;tLIAentaliacNM-D-1;auPoloVten- 
fura B-1 IB ran. B2farBawsfan (Btfi) Me, 
y«. (R FUwy, Mefaan) IMac £2260; B450 
£260, £41) £250 DF: EB09O CSF: £13486 
Tricant £L26tBL Wo: £57881 NR Alaton. 

580: 1. ITCH (Doan McKaown) 40-1; 2. 
Premium Prtncaaa 7-2:3. Raoogntlon 92. 
12 ran. W30 tov n Oaattno loMd up) Nk, 
7. (R Bastiman. Ufatf»rt»)>fe: £4440; 
£000 £U0k £210 DR £14620 CSR £16036 
Trio: EB9.TU NR: Uckrtysplt 
Jec kp o f: Not wen Pool of £5l877Bi car- 
riad torwenl to Fohartona today. 

Plac a p ot : £3200 Quadput: E28.7Q 
Ptaca B: £8284 Place 5: ££726 

SOUTHWELL 

2.10: 1. SANTA FAYE (T Sprake) 5-2 to* 
2. na Ttef 50-1 ; 3 l Laaham B-t 10 ran. 'A, 
3?h. (B Ftoftig CowbridgnLlbaK S4AO; £00, 
£690 £260 DR U220 CSF: £0420 Tri- 
cast £71732. Trio: £0700 


280:1. DAUaNG MYSTERY (A Daly) 
16-1; 2. Mozambique 5-1; 3. Drtntrael4-L 

14 ran 54 tov Nobalno (4th). 2 Vh. (E 
Wheeiei; Pangboume) Data: £2780; £840 
■ £150 <*«i DR £9160 CSR £9647. Trio: 
£8870 

3.10: 1. MOWTECraSTO pLowthor) 4-6 
fair. 2. Amrt Blue B-1; 8. WBdmoor 8-2 
9 ran. Vh, 0 (R Guest. Newmarket) TMk 
E 150: CtJO £200 £L7& DR £940 CSR £OB 
Trio: £BBO m: H^aYte Kstoah. 

340: l-NEHAMOOD EPIC (SWrtunrfi) 
M-1 ; 2. Trooper 8-1 ; 3. 1)ab 12-1 IS ran. 
54tovkicfigoDBwn7,1 , A.pMoigBnBur- 
tonGb-Tteni) IMk £2180; B43Q £330 £330 
DF: £3300 CSF: EHB3BL Tricaot £131165. 
Trier. £34050. 

410: L SMOOTH PRINCESS (Bane- 
dteMeHalvoraen) 11-1; 2. Percy 9-1;3. FB- 
grave B-l 16 ran. 3-1 tov Htfi Moray, a 
Vh- (J FitzGerald, MNton) Tbie: £2060; 
» £540 £270 E320 DR £8370. CSF: £10111 
THo: £11460 

440; 1. JONA HOLLEY (G Parkin) 
100-30 tov; 2. Bendco 14-1 ; 3. ZatoOo 9- 
1 ; 4 Yfatman OBvwr KM, 16 ran. 2% % 
(G L Moors, Brighton) Tbte: £300; £O0 
£320 £260 £330 DR £3700 CSF; ES60B 
THcast £69470 Trio: 2mB0. 

Ptocapot £133460 Quadpot £20800 
Ptooa 6c E2649M. Ptaca 5: £89357. 


• Officials at Wmcanton will 
begin watering the track today 
in an attempt to take the jar out 
of the ground in time for Thurs- 
day’s meeting which could see 
Mr M ulligan in action for the 
first time since winning the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup in 
March. The gelding's trainer, 
Noel Chance, will walk the 
course this morning before de- 
ciding whether to run his charge 
in the Desert Orchid South 
West Pattern Chase. The train- 
er will not risk his stable star if 
the ground is too firm. Thurs- 
day’s card will also feature 
Lester Piggott riding Desert Or- 
chid prior to the feature event 
and John Francome, Peter Scu- 
damore and Glare Balding con- 
testing a charity Flat race. 


THE INDEPENDENT! 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 

LIVE CftHMEHTAHIESHEtHlfS 


CHEPSTOW 


HUNTINGDON 


FOLKESTONE 


971 


972 


973 


981 


982 


983 


ALL COURSES RESULTS 

0891 261 970 


JlbMi 


*m.rfc 


atcuay 



Jackie Stewart, Paul Stewart, 
Jan-Magnussen, Rubens Rarrichello 
■will be at Harrods on Wednesday. 

,*■ Signing copies of 

Racing Stewart The Birth of a 
Grand Prix Team 

in ihe Book Department, Second Floor, 
on Wednesday 22nd October 1997 at 230pm, 
Published, by Macmillan, price £ 20 L 00. 

If you are unable to attend please telephone 
on 0181 479 5100 to reserve your signed copy. 
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European trip finds 
Villa at crossroads 


Brian Little needs his 
next big buy, whether it 
is Paul Gascoigne or not, 
to make an impact to 
match his fee. Aston 
Villa need success in 
Europe to keep their 
season alive. 

Phfl Show reflects on a 
dub desperately trying 
to rediscover its winning 
formula- 


in jeopardy. Villa’s players re- 
spect him and the fairs identify 


pessimists say that if you can see 
a tight at the end of the tunnel, 
it probably means there is an ex- 
press hurtling towards you. Just 
when it seemed Aston Villa and 
Brian Little were emerging 
from the darkest of starts to the 
season, they find make-or-break 
time approaching fast. 

Capitulation in the Coca- 
Cola Cup at West Ham, fol- 
lowed by a Premiership home 
defeat against Wimbledon, 
means one of the pre-season 
favourites have only two com- 
petitions left in which to fulfil 
their manager's promise to 
win a trophy. But Villa have 
□ot lifted the FA Cup for 40 
years, and in the Uefa Cup 
they face a torrid test in Bil- 
bao tonight. 

Meanwhile. Little still hopes 
to sign Paul Gascoigne, yet the 
element of risk extends be- 
yond whether a flawed genius 
in his 31st year is worth £4m- 
plus. Little has not enjoyed con- 
spicuous success with his 
previous big-money recruits 
and may not survive another 
dubious buy. 

At the moment, his job is not 


dub he first joined 30 years ago 
as a 15-year-old. Even that se- 
rial sacker of managers, “Dead- 
ly” Doug Ellis, has said the job 
is his “until turn my toes up”. 

Although toe-curling trib- 
utes from the chairman did not 
save several predecessors from 
the swing of Ellis’s axe, little 
went into the campaign look- 
ing as secure as anyone in his 
profession. After replacing Ron 
Atkinson, he led Villa to suc- 
cessive top-five finishes and 
the Coca-Cola Cup in his first 
two years. 

Stan Collymore was identi- 
fied as the missing ingredient, 
and £7m did not seem excessive 
for a catalyst to turn them into 
title contenders. The portents 
were so promising thqt Little as- 
sured shareholders concerned by 
early setbacks that Villa would 
win some silverware this time. 

When they had lost four in 
a row- the worst start in their 
history - he described the sit- 
uation as “worse than my worst 
nightmare”. So the bold idea 
of fielding a front three of Gol- 
Jymore, Dwight Yorke and 
Savo Milosevic was ditched. 
Villa reverted to the 3-5-2 sys- 
tem that Tferry Vbnabies once 
hailed as “a bridge between the 
English and Continental 
games” and results picked up 
briefly. 

They have now lost six 
League games, however, and 
there are stm 27 to go. Over the 
past decade the average num- 
ber of defeats for the champi- 
ons has been 4 A Concentrating 
on the cups is all very wefl. but 


mid-September is rather early 
to start. 

In one sense, little is a vic- 
tim of Jus own achievements* 
On taking over he ftmntfEDis 


an ageing team who, whSe able 
to raise themsejvesfor one-offs 
like Wembley or In- 
temazionale, no longer had 
the appetite for three intense 
games a week. 

He rebuilt the squad by 
stealth. The likes of Ray 
Houghton, Kevin Richardson 
and Dean Saunders were 
moved out, their places taken 
by the younger, hungrier Ian 
Taylor, Alan Wright and Gary 
Charles. TWo of Atkinson’s 
fringe players, Yorke and Ugo 
Ehiogu, became central to Lit- 
tle's strategy while Mark 
Bosnich took over permanent- 
ly in goaL 

Villa's rejuvenation ap- 
peared so complete that Ellis 
felt moved to call Little “price- : 
less - the best in the League”. 
Yorke rocketed into the £10m 
bracket and Ehiogu joined his 
Villa colleague Gareth South- 
gate in the England side. But 
while the former Darlington 
and Leicester manager showed 
a flak for bargains -Southgate, 
at £?m, is the outstanding ex- 
ample - his forays into the top 
end of the market have served 
Villa less welL 

Since half his £29m outlay 
went on three players, it ap- 
pears reasonable to expect 
them to have contributed more 
towards helping Villa cross 
the Rubicon. Milosevic, 
bought for £3.5m on the 
strength of a video, has a tal- 
ent to bemuse. One minute 
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Brian Little, the Aston Villa manager, is fating a test of his own and his team's character in Bilbao tonight 


Photograph: Allsport 


clumsy, gauche and more one- 
footed than anyone since Long 
John Silver, the next curling a 
shot round a keeper or hitting 
a deft pass with the outside of 
thefooL 

Sasa Curcic, with Mark 
Diaper the player most threat- 
ened by Gascoigne’s possible 
arrival, cost £4m. A gifted run- 
ner with the ball, his apprecia- 


tion of team patterns and his 
temperament are so suspect 
that V31a were prepared to ab- 
sorb a £2m loss when Wolves 
enquired. After skipping train- 
ing and criticising the chib— not 
for the first time - he is now oa 
probation. 

As for Collymore, hi? re- 
sponse to being jeered on his 
return to Liverpool led Birm- 


ingham’s Sports Argus to praise 
him for “coming out fi ghting ”. 
By the time the paper hit foe 
streets he had been sent off at 
Bolton., for fighting. 

Jt is premature to write off 
a striker rated so highly by 
Gkrm Hoddle. But a doubt per- 
sists, and is nagging again with 
the pursuit, of Gazza, that Lit- 
tle lends to gamble on key 


purchases. Villa ought to have 
been acquiring proven Pre- 
miership performers, especial- 
ly when he was no longer 
inhibited by the problem he met 

on being spurned by Les Fer- 
dinand in 1995. AH he could of- 
fer then was a club who had 
avoided the drop. 

Under-achievement can be 
an expensive business in foot- 


ball and not just in financial 
terms. While Collymore’s soli- 
tary goal has cost Villa 
£350,000 in wages and Gas- 
coigne might set them back 
£40,000 a week. Little knows, 
as he looks for a chink of light 
in Bilbao, that he could pay a 
for harsher price should he fail 
to satisfy foe expectations he 
has raised. 


West Brom face test of promotion credentials Redknapp set for comeback 


Richard Sneekes, the West 
Bromwich Albion midfield 
player, believes two games in 
five days will determine if foe 
Baggies are capable of staying 
in the promotion race. 

Ray Harford’s men take on 
pacesetters Nottingham Forest 
at foe City Ground tonight 
and Sheffield United on Sat- 
urday at The Hawthorns. 

Sneekes said: “The results 
from these games will be a 
pointer to bow well we can ex- 
pect to perform in the First Di- 
vision this season. 

“It’s still too early to talk 
about where we will be in 
April, but one thing is certain 


-if we want to be near the top, 
we have to beat the better 
teams like Forest and Sheffield 
United.” 

West Bromwich, who are 
now [bird just two points behind 
Forest, have a slight doubt 
over Sean Flynn, who suffered 
a cut bead in foe weekend win 
at Portsmouth. 

Dave Bassett, the Forest 
manager, is ready to name an 
unchanged side, even though he 
was disappointed his team took 
only a point from a home 
match with struggling Tran- 
mere on Saturday. 

Their captain, Colin Coop- 
er, said: “It’s probabfy the 


biggest First Division game of 
foe season so for. If West Brom 
were to beat us, they would 
knock us off top spot, but, by 
foe same token, we could open 
up a gap at the top by beating 
them. It’s a vitally important 
game for both teams.” 

At foe other end of the 
table the Huddersfield man- 
ager, Peter Jackson, is refusing 
to blame his injury jinx for his 
side's woeful start to foe season. 

Huddersfield have three key 
players on the long-term injury 
list and lie bottom of the table 
with no wins and just four points. 

But before tonight’s game 
with Port Vfcie, Jackson said: 


“This club is not bottom of foe 
table because of foe injury sit- 
uation. It’s because of bad per- 
formances.” 

Jackson has dropped his in- 
terest in local-born striker 
Wayne Allison after failing to 
agree a price with Swindon. 
“We made a fair and firm of- 
fer for Wayne,” Jackson said. 
“But they turned it down and 
we can’t go any higher.” 

Ray WQkms takes his Rilham 
side to the leaders, Watford, in 
foe Second Division and sees the 
game as an ideal opportunity to 
measure progress made so far. 

“Wstfbrd being the leaders 
means they are the team we 


have to gauge ourselves 
against ,” Wilkins said. “1 think 
it’s been totally forgotten that we 
are a newly promoted side and 
it's a new experience for most 
of our players at this level. 

“It’s wrong to think we are 
going to thrash people left, 
right and centre, and we have 
to give the lads credit for what 
they have done so for. We have 
a lot of things to sort out, but 
we are all pulling together in the 
right direction.” 

. Witford’s manager, Gra- 
ham Taylor, win not make many 
changes despite Saturday’s de- 
feat against Miliwali, foe Hor- 
nets' first loss in eight games. 


Jamie Redknapp is set to make 
his comeback for Liverpool in 
their Uefa Cup second round 
first leg against Strasbourg in 
France tonight. 

The England midfield play- 
er has not appeared for the Gist 
team since breaking an ankle 
playing in an international 
against South Africa at Old 
Tfcafford last season. Etui after 
Liverpool’s derby humiliation 
toEvertonat the weekend, the 
24-year-old could find himself 
thrown into the front line. 

"Pm fit," Redknapp said. "I 
would like to pby but I win have 
to wait and see what the boss 
says. 


“It has been difficult sitting 
and watching, and I’ve had 
enough of injury problems.” 

The Norwegian Oyvind 
Leonhardsen could aim play his 
first full game of foe season, 
after hamstring problems had 
kept him on foe sidelines since 
his £3 .5m move from Wimble- 
don in the summer. 

The Liverpool manager, 
Roy Evans, has found his squad 
undermined by injuries. He 
was forced to leave behind 
strikers Karlheinz Riedle 
(groin) and Patrik Berger 
(Achilles), and is also without 
Phil Babb and Jamie Carragber 
for foe first leg. 


Without Riedle and Berger, 
Liverpool can either play 
Michael Owen up front along- 
side Robbie Fowler, or revert 
to a five-man midfield info 
Fowler alone in attack. 

Michael Thomas’s display in 
midfield against Evertoo was 
not particularly reassuring, and 
Evans could opt to pair Red- 
knapp alongside Paul Ince with 
Leonhardsen and Steve McMa- 
natnan on foe flanks. 

In defence, too, he has prob- 
lems, but at least he can field 
a fit-again Rob Jones, while 
Marie Wright - whose experi- 
ence could be crucial - is also 
available after a back problem. 


Clive Woodward is the cheeky chappie from Form 5B who has an answer for everything 



ALAN 

WATKINS 

ON 

RUGBY 


England’s managers have been a 
mixed lot Geoff Cooke was the 
honest professional who believed in 
winning. Jack Rowell was the enig- 
matic boardroom boss who was al- 
ways promising a dividend 
tomorrow but never today. Clive 
Woodward is foe cheeky chappie 
from Form 5B who always has an 
answer for everything. 

He looks like being foe most en- 
tertaining of he bunch personally, 
though whether he can produce en- 
tertaining rugby as well -as he says 
he wants to - is another matter. 
Cooke at any rate would have 
echoed Alex Ferguson of Man- 
chester United, saying that if peo- 
ple want entertainment, they can go 
to the bloody circus. 

Woodward was dearly right to 
prune drastically England’s original 
squad of 77. A squad of such a num- 
ber is a contradiction in terms. 


Whether he was right to cut it to 23, 
as he did to start with, is more ques- 
tionable. That number likewise is 
something of a contradiction. 

For the essence of a squad is 
surely that its members should play 
to an agreed pattern and that in spe- 
cific positions foe players should be 
interchangeable. Thus a right wing 
cannot always play on the left. An 
outside centre is not invariably 
happy on the inside. Tight-head and 
loose-head props are different 
Front and middle jumpers require 
their specialisms. The No 6 is now, 
commonly, in build and style, near- 
er to a No 8 than to a No 7. 

These Obvious truths inevitably 
lead to a squad of 30. This does not 
imply a rota system, which is a mis- 
take that Bath, among other clubs 
have made. This is being demon- 
strated weekly in foe entertaining 
and wdl written televiaoo series that 


is now proceeding. A country which 
picked its players on a rota basis, in- 
stead of that of foe best team avail- 
able. would be considered quite 
mad Why then should a leading pro- 
fessional dub be any different? 

Woodward was also right to 
base his selection on the Lions par- 
ty in South Africa. Tim Slhnpsoa. 
though he appeared slow on foe 
turn and not altogether sure in his 
handling, made numerous good 
attacking runs. Above ail he trans- 
formed himself - or was trans- 
formed by Dave Aldred - into a 
formidable place-kicker. And John 
Bentley was one of the stars, of 
whom Stuart Barnes, the Bill 
Deedes, or perhaps the Willie 
Whitelaw, of rugby commentating 
remarked: “If he were in India, he’d 
one of the untouchables." 

Matt Dawson's marvellous dum- 
my and try should ensure him 


enough preliminary capital to gain 
preference over Austin Healey, 
Kyran Bracken or the unlucky 
fourth man, Andy GomarsaU. On 
foe left wing I should have no hes- 
itation in choosing Adedayo Ade- 
bayo, who did not go to South 
Africa, over Tony Underwood, who 
did, even if the latter managed to 
regain fitness in time. 

This leaves the troubled midfield. 
If I have anything against Rowell, it 
is that last season he did not give us 
the opportunity to see Jeremy Gus- 
cott in his silver age, except as a sub- 
stitution. P&rhapswe shall now never 
see him again. We shall almost cer- 
tainly not sec him before Christmas. 

It has been suggested that Mike 
Catt should be paired with Will 
Greenwood in the centre, with Alex 
King at outside-half. It would be 
even more exritrng if Gary GonooQy 
could be lured back from rugby 


league and played outside Green- 
wood. Before the new year last sea- 
son, when he returned to league. 
Connolly added I should say 50 per 
cent to the Harlequin back division. 

Allan Bateman, a similar player, 
did the same or more for Richmond 
last Saturday, as he did for Whies last 
season. With the Uons against South 
Africa he was given no chance except 
in foe last Test as a substitute, on ac- 
count of foe presence of Guscott. 
Both Bateman and GonnoUy possess 
speed, anticipation, unselfishness 
and, above all, foe capacity to break 
two or three tackles while staying on 
their feet before delivering the cru- 
cial pass, Bui getting Connolly into 
the England side would dearly re- 
quire complicated negotiations. 

No such manoeuvres would be 
necessary in assembling a front 
row. This is also one of Woodward’s 
worries; or it ought to be. When Jeff 


Probyn, whose views I normally re- 
spect, said recently that foe England 
front row, presumably consisting of - 
Graham Rowntree, Marie Regan 
and Jason Leonard, could take on 
any Uons trio I really could not un- 
derstand what he thought he was 
talking about. 

For in South Africa these Eng- 
land players proved a grievious 
disappointment. The Celtic con- 
tingent of Tom Smith, Keith Wood 
and Pbui Wallace were preferred in- . 
stead. From England’s point of 
view the present trouble derives 
from persisting with Leonard at 
tight head when he is a natural loose 
head. 

My team would be: T Stimpson; 
J Bentley, G Connolly, W Green- 
wood, A Adebayo; M Catt, M 
Dawson; J Leonard, M Regan, J 
MalletL, M Johnson, S Shaw, L DaJ- 
laglio (capt), T Rodber, R HCL 
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Agassi all talk after 
brief encounter 



J P 


2’n drain 






The Eurocard Open said 
hello and goodbye to 
Andre Agassi when the 
Las Vegan turned up to 
accept a wild card into 
the $2.3m ATP Tour 
^erit in Stuttgart 
yesterday. Ah, well, says 
John Roberts, bring on the 
Brits. 


Ft is a sign of changing times and 

faces that we are now able to 
spend tfae start of a $2Jm 
(f 1.5m) tournament watching 
Andre Agassi, a wild card 
ranked No 102 in the world, 
play Todd Martin, a lucky los- 
er, to wile away the time until 
Brits lakethc court. 

Our old friend Agassi, not 
seen since' his departure from 
i he United Stales Open seven 
weeks ago. popped back into 
the game for 70 minutes yes- 
terday, lost in straight sets in the 
opening round of the Eurocard 
and talked a rosy future. 

'The 1992 Wimbledon cham- 
pion’s chat, unlike much of his 
performance, was filled with 


ROWING 


commitment and good inten- 
tions. This is just as wclL con- 
sidering that bis record for the 
year is 12 wins and 13 defeats, 
a poor return whcQ set against 
the workload of his wife, the 
actress Brooke Shields. 

As Agassi said: “The only 
American I’m aware of that 
works harder than Brooke is the 
President of the United States, 
i mean, this giri, she doesn't stop. 
She’s like the damn Energizer 
Bunny. She works hard and it is 
very important to her to do 
everything she does well and to 
do it with everything she has." 

Might there be a lesson for 
hubby? "Quite honestly. I think 
1 have been nothing short of Frus- 
trating for her recently on that 
level. So her support has been 
actually motivating. As fairy-tale 
as it may sound, she wants what- 
ever I want for myself and right 
now she knows what it is.” 

Had there been occasions 
when he wondered if it was 
worth trying to make the effort? 
“No. It is worth iu because it’s 
not about anything but a per- 
sonal desire of mine. A lot of 
limes my career was died with 
doing stuff for other reasons, but 


this is important to me. { need 
to do it for myself. 1 really want 
to play. I want to play hard." 

Martin, whose season has 
been hampered by an elbow in- 
jury, broke once in each set to 
eliminate his American compa- 
triot, 6-4. 6-4. Agassi took some 
consolation from holding serve 
to love at 3-5 in the second seL 

So where docs that leave 
Agassi? “I think with hard 
work, improving ray footwork, 
losing a little bit of weight, get- 
ting a bit stronger, I am think- 
ing a couple of months in the 
next year I could be literally 
p/aying great tennis.” 

Agassi is about to wind up 
his tournament year by taking 
a wild card into next week’s in- 
door event in Paris. At least he 
turned up here, which was 
more than could he said after 
wild cards had been set aside 
for him in Basic and Vienna. 

Tim Henman, ranked No 19, 
is due to play this afternoon 
against the young German 
Tommy Haas, runner-up in 
Lyon last week. Greg Ruseds- 
ki. given a bye as the No 5 seed, 
plays Germany’s Nicolas Kiefer 
in the second round tomorrow. 


Redgrave has diabetes 


Steven Redgrave, a 
rowing gold medal 
winner in four successive 
Olympics, has diabetes. 

Hugh Matheson details 
the new challenge lacing 
! yis awesomely tough 
competitor as he 
prepares for Sydney 
2000. 


The bad news for Steven Red- 
grave came on 29 September 
when doctors at High 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Bulls move 
:or Robinson 


Wycombe General in Buck- 
inghamshire told him why a fit 
35-year-o(d athlete should have 
returned from a family holiday 
feeling lethargic and weak. 

Dr Laurence Handler, a con- 
sultant diabetalogjst, pointed out 
that insulin-dependent diabetes 
is more commonly found in 
people under 40 and that a pa- 
tient of Redgrave’s fitness 
would, provided he managed the 
condition appropriately, lead a 
normal life. 

Redgrave learned the dlag- *' 
nosis days before beginning 
training for the new season in 


the coxless four who won the 
World Championship in Sep- 
tember. Although depressed 
by the news, he discussed it with 
the other members of the four , 
James Cracknel], Tim Foster 
and his long-time pairs partner. 
Matthew Pinsent. 

Along with the coach, Jur- 
gen Grobler, they agreed that 
he should train on within the 
group and monitor his progress. 
“The number one thing is his 
health,” Grobler said. “Pro- 
vided he can train effectively we 
want him in the four but it must 
not be at the risk of his health.” 





The robe (shown above), trunks and shoes 
which Muhammad Ali wore in 1974 when 
he beat George Foreman for the world 
heavyweight title in the “Rumble in the Jun- 
gle" drew some of the highest bids on Sun- 
day in Beverly Hills, California, at an 
auction of Ali memorabilia. 

Alt regained the heavyweight champi- 
onship with an eighth-round knock-out of 
Foreman in Zaire. The white doth, caffJength 
robe decorated with African patterns and 
elaborate beadwork was sold for $156,500 
(£97,000) to a telephone bidder. The trunks 
sold for $57,500 and the shoes went for $59,500 
to separate bidders in the tent at Christie’s. 

“Ifs great. A lot of Muhammad AIPs fans 
have spoken for their love for AH and the 
memorabilia that^ available,’* said Ronnie 
Pafoger, a Los Angeles busmessman who put 
his private collection on the block. 

Ali was said by his attorney to be dis- 


appointed about the auction. He (fid not par- 
ticipate and will not profit from it. Ali had 
earlier said some of the items were stolen 
from him, but Christie’s officials said 
Paloger owned everything on offer. 

“I haven't done anything other than put 
together a great collection,’’ said Paloger, who 
amassed about 3,000 items over a sev en -y e ar 
period. Asked if he was bothered by the crit- 
icism, Paloger smiled and said: “Muhammad 
AIPs my hero. He*s still the greatest.” 

Another robe worn by Cassius Clay, Alfc 
name before he converted to the Muslim 
religion, sold for $20,000. The robe, from 
the fight with Sonny Liston on 25 Febru- 
ary 1964, features the words The Lip” 
stitched on the back in red letters. 

The auction drew a varied crowd, some 
of whom were too young to have seen Ali 
in his heyday of the 1960s and 1970s. 

Photograph: Reuter 
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The Great Britain rugby league 
winger Jason Robinson, who is 
under contract to tbe Aus- 
tralian Rugby League, looks set 
to return to Wjgan - despite a 
surprise move for him by the 
Super League champions 
Bradford Bulls. 

The Central Park giants 
are close to completing nego- 
tiations with the ARL to buy 
back the 23-year-old's con- 
tract, which would release 
Robinson to play, in the forth- 
coming British Gas Test series 
against the Australian Super 
League. 

Bradford have made an of- 
fer to the ARL for the world- 
class back, but concede that 
Wigan remain favourites to 
retain his services, although the 
Bulls involvement in the affair 
appears to have been precipi- 
tated by the Australians. 

The Bulls coach, Matthew 
Elliott, said: U I was talking to 
Geoff Carr [a representative 
for the ARLJ about another 
matter and be asked if we 
would be interested in- Jason. 

"The answer was obvious 
~pd we put together a payment- 
but 1 gather that Wigan 
have contacted the ARL with 
a concrete payment scheme.” 

TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Athletics 

British athletics was yesterday left in 
Smbo after a petition to retail official 
adritfri s tratorB was acjoumsd by a civ- 
i court in Briringham The British Ash- 
letic Federation, put under the control 
of three Haiti airinistratofs last Meek 
after arming up debts- estimated at 
£550000 had fled a petition for an ad- 
rrmstrabon order. BAF officiate now 
hope the new hearing wiO be set for 
nett week and an official administra- 
tor appointed as soon as possfcle as 
they attempt to avert bankrupted 
CHICAGO MARATHON (Chicago): Mm: 
1 K Khanncuchl (Mor) 2tr 7mn msec; 2 F 
. n) 2:08.19; 3 

4 P CtwcHr (Ken) 2.-QBSB: 5 P Mu- 
Ott»rs:6Pr 


ren Corbett far the Commonweafth ti- 
tle nett month. Norton wi take on Cor- 
bett in front of the champion^ 
hometown fans In Belfast on Satur- 
day & November. The fixture ahodd 
have taten ptace last month, but was 
postponed when Corbett suffered an 
ankte injury in training. 

AMATEUR WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 


(Budapest): UgM-flymrigM (48 !«)•» 
ond round: I Napa (OS) bt M VMcu (ffom. 


3 P Ntoangu (Ken) 

• 156: 5 P Mu- 

turi (Kan) 2X050. Others: 6 P Evans (GB) 
“ — senrlMSUtt 

(Den) 2X131 


£0820 Woman: 1 M Sutton (GB) 23314; 
2 Q Karishoj (Den) £3131; 3 ( Bo ffsefterva 

fl-to) 2: 

Baseball 

WORLD SERIES: Cleveland 6 Honda 1 
(Bast-ahseven sales Had 1 - 1 ). 

Basketball 

Dennis Rodman who agreed to a one- 
year contract with the Chicago Buis, 
now says he won't sign the deaf as 
planned because he doesn't flke the 
incentive douses in it Rodman told 
the Chicago Tribune in an articte pub- 
lished yesterday that injuries to Scot- 
tie Pippen and Toni Ki*oc could 
tower foe nunber of games the Bute 
win - and consequently hut Rodmar* 
bottom foe because the Incentives are 
tied to Chicago victories. 

BUOWEtSER LEAGUE TABLE 



P 

W 

LPta 

London Laopards 

—.8 

7 

2 

14 

Estdo London Towora. 

— 7 

6 

1 

12 

Thanms WBny Tigare . 

—.B 

6 

2 

12 

Birin inghnnl 

b 

5 

0 

10 

Chaster Jete 


5 

2 

10 

ShaflWd Sharks 

.7 

b 

2 10 

ManctMtoar Giants 

— B 

4 

4 

8 

Mawcantia Eaglas 

-..a 

4 

- 5 

8 


_.,ti 

4. 

7 

8 

Derby Sterm 

_..T 

2 

5 

4 

LMcestsr Rtdare 

-_7 

2 

5 

4 

crystal Pataca 

...1U 

2 

8 

4 

Watford Royaia 

9 

0 

9 

0 


Boxing 

Robert Norton the Stourbridge enis- 


15-5. eihg second round: F Okosota (GB) 
M AM Arm (Egy) T0-KJ (tfe-braaft). 

Football 

DragojeLakovfclheKinTarTiockgDaL 

keepet and foe Aston Via sWcr Sato 
Mosevic were yestenfey named in Yu- 
goslavia* sewad for the World CXp 

I with Hungary on 29 

apesL 

FA UMBRO TROPHY SECOND ROUND 
QUALIFYING DRAW: Eastwood Itwm or 
Reddk* Unfed v Vttxksop "fowl; WnsfenJ 
Unfed v Speraiymoor United; Stafford 
Rangers or Hntdday United v NstterfieU or 
Whitby Town: RadcSNa Borough v Fricktey 
Adriatic or Leigh; PM Stmrtridge v Great 
Harwood Town; WStton Alton v Paget 
Rangers or Bister Town; SofoUl Borougi 
vAlfreton Town; GarsbcroughTnnrtyv Bed- 
worth Untod; Wwtangtan v Harrogate 
ten: Mata* tern v arftan (ktOBeH wan: 
Uncofri Untod v Baiperlbwn or Drayteden; 
Tamworth v Moor Green; Rest Town or 
Abingdon Town v Wotagham tbwn; Mar- 
gate v WHwtoovie; Btencsy Tbwn v For- 
est Graen Rovers: Cartotifon Athletic v 
AJderstw Tcnvn; Cantxidge Chy v Dartford; 
Crawley Town v Bishops Stortferd; 
Berkharratad Town v Bracktey Towai or 
Vttraster Car. 8a«DCk tern v Ccrty Ttom; 

Basingrtoto Town v Witney 'kNm; Tbrtridgp 

v Hastings Town; Uxbridge or Vfeymouth v 
wortNnE Bognor RegtoTbwn v Chesham 
Untod: Oxford City v Wtebaeh tem;Ash- 
fcto tern vFtaunds tern; Orancesaar Tbwn 
v Grmwsend & Nonhfeet: Brorrfey v Ha- 
vant Town or Hendon; rttthin fown v Bar- 
ton Rovers; Romford v Rothwei Town; 
Harrow Boroo^i or Wesson- Super-Mare v 
Moteaey; Waton & ftereham v Bui** T*» 
S3 be pfeyad on Saturday 8 November, 3.0. 

Golf 

Hale Irwin, who two weeks ago be- 
came the fast player on any tour to 
win $2m (El3m) rn a tingle season, 
equalled the Senior Tour record with 
his ninth wfo of the year as fie tri- 


HVATT REGEMCY MAOt KAANARAU SE- 
NIORS CLASSIC (Hawafl) Ending final 
scores (US unlMB stated): 200 H Irwin 67 

63 7Q 203 M HD 70 64 69; B Sunmerhays 

64 65 74 204 fl Thompson 68 85 71 205 
B Otartes 67 66 72. 206 W H Hal 67 69 7U 
207IA0«7t 70 66: K 2attay 70 84 73 208 
J KkJter 73 67 68; F Comar 88 8B 7l; D 
Wearer 66 68 73; C Roctiguez 66 70 7Z 209 
B Duval » 86 66: J C Snead 64 73 72; R 
Acton 7t 66 72. 210 S Hobctay 68 73 ». 
D Ougtoy 71 69 70; J Sgel 68 71 7t; D 
Stockton 71 69 7D; B Attn 71 68 71 211 J 
McGee 7D 73 68: G Marsh 72 69 70; J Ja- 
cobs 68 60 73; J Abus 88 69 K. 

WALT DtSHEY WORLD CLASSIC TOUR- 
NAMENT (Uka Buena Vtata. Fla) laaO- 
ina flnaf scores (US iMitaat ettoad): 270 
D Duvat 70, D Foreman 69 (Duval van at 
first ptorott hole). ZT2 T Tryba 69 L Matli- 
ace 74 273 P Goydos 86. 274 O Browne 
70 275 J Durant 7U P BOctaner 73 L Jansen 
72. Selactad: 276 T Lehman 71. JM ng g o n 
70. 278 T Woods 7T 

Hockey 

EHA MEN'S CUP Third-round draw: 
Stourport v Da MonttorUWv: Bndgnorlti v 
IpswKtr, Boumvia v Sheffield; Harieston 
Magpws v Neston; Norton v Warrington; 
ffompton-m-Haxden v Harrogceo; Brook- 


OSuCvan (Big) 5-2; J 
Ham (Aub) 5-4; A Burden 
(Eng) 5-3;CSmae (Sco] blP 
5-3 


, btQ 

bt N Bond 
(tel) 


..... r- FfcmpslEatJ & 

VtestmfosJar v Gtoueestar Oty; laca v Fare- 
ham; RoWnsons v Chalmsfard: Old Crarv 
lerghans v City of Portsmouth; Old 
Georgians v St Afians: Trojans v Chfctastan 
WesX Harts v Oxford Kawte; Bounamouth 
v Bockarham; Winchester v Hgh Wycorbe; 
Havant v Sutrtcm. (Ties to be pbyed Stn- 
dey 2 November). 

Ice hockey 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: Pfetstwiyj 4 Florida 
1;Ctooo5Buffato2;tArojuver4Col- 
orado 4 (oQ; Ottawa 3 Defeat; New Ybrk 
Ha ndera 3 Anaheim 2; Ed n u ntcn 3 LoeAiv 
glasa 2 (at)-. Phoenix 5 San Jose a 

Rugby Union 

1969 WORLD CUP QUALIFYING Round 
B European sona Pool 1: (Matoska. 
CraM): Qoaaa 23 Anfc -R (Fraderikabaric, 
Dan): Georgia 19 Denmark & Poof 3 
(Hanover; Oat): Germany 31 Grach R&- 
pufaie TZ Pool 2 (Ktori: Ukraina 48 Baigiun 
5 Americas Zona (Santiago): Chle 65 
Bermudas. 

Snooker 

GRAftt PRDC (Bournemouth Intama- 
tatat Centre) Third RouxtWBroan 
MT Murphy (N M) 5-4; J 


Swimming 

Guo Qtnglong, president of the gew- 
emment-becked Chinese r 
ABsotiatfon. defended world i 
set by swimmers at Chtnab eighth Na- 
tional Games on Sunday by i 
that Investment in people and 1 
ties, not doping, was the key to swim- 
ming success. Hours earlier Don 
'tttot, the Autimien heed coach, stid 
he had no doubt the Chinese were us- 
ing dmgs. 

Tennis 

EUROCARD OPEN (Stuttgart, Gar) 
Man’s single*, first round: J Slamannk 
(Noth) bt S Schahen (Nath) 64 6-2, D Pri- 
nos4 (Gar) bt M Ffoasat (Swtt) 5-7 6-4 
6-2; H Arazi (Mor) U A O’Brien (US) 6-3 
2-6 6-3; T Martin (US) bt A Agassi (US) 
6-4 6-4; u Larsson (Swe) bt T mxxtxidge 
(Aua) 62 63; N KHerlGert tatT Johansson 
(Swa) B-3 3-6 6-1; M Gustafsson (Swe) M 
A Portas (Sp) 6-t 6-t 
LUXEMBOURG OPEN WOMENS TOUR- 
NAMENT Singles, Ikst round: K Habsu- 
dova (Slovak) M l Spktea (Rom) w/a, E 
■ - ‘ “ J) bt VaBtitf (Jndon) 7-6 

B-1 
6-2 


. Basia ( 

6-t ; S Testud (Fn bt A Carlsaon (S 
64; J Kruger (SA) bt M Makwva ( 

W 

LEADING ATP TOUR RANKINGS: 1 P 
Sampras (US) 4291 pte; 2 U Chang (US) 
3385; 3 P Rafter (Aus) 2389; 4 G tvsrt- 
sev/c (Croa) 2622; 5 G Rusedski (GB) 
2564; 6 Y KaMdor (Rus) 2460; 7C Moya 
(Sp) 2/451; 8 S Bruguere (Sp) 2567; 9 T 
Muster (Aub 2J3V; ID M RJos 


RUGBY UNION 


All Blacks secure 
biggest-ever 
sponsorship deal 


New Zealand* state-of- 
the-art rugby union 

team were even more in 
the biack than usual 
yesterday as Adidas, the 
German sportswear 
group, finalised a record- 
breaking kit agreement. 

Chris Hewett reports on 
another spectacular 
success for Sean 
Fitzpatrick^ pacesetters. 

When you’re hot, you’re hot. 

Tbe All Blade can do no wrong 
at the moment - the reigning 
Tri-Nations champions have 
not lost a match for well over 
a year - and yesterday, they 
raked in an estimated £28m of 
new money as Adidas beat 
their rival sportswear manu- 
factuers, Nike, to the biggest 
sponsorship deal in rugby his- 
tory. All they need to do now 
is persuade Elton John to 
record a version of the “haka”. 
A Christmas No 1 would be 
guaranteed. 

Nike, who recently clinched 
a £20m deal with England and 
have both the Springboks and 
Brazil’s world champion foot- 
ball team in their portfolio, had 
been favourites to land the All 
Black contract after putting 
almost £2 6m on the table. 
David Moffett, the chief exec- 


SAILING 


utfve of tbe New Zealand Rug- 
by Football Union, refused to 
divulge the precise value of the 
Adidas offer but he confirmed 
that it was in excess of the Nike 
bid. 

Adidas will supply kit. 
footwear and other sports 
equipment for the next five 
years, not just to the All Blacks 
but to other New Zealand rep- 
resentative sides, including 
their Super 12 provincial teams. 
Kevin Roberts, an NZRFU 
board member, insisted that the 
national shirt would not be 
changing radically, which will 
corneas a relief to those tradi- 
tionalists who believe Aus- 
tralia's new Reebok shirt 
resembles nothing more palat- 
able than a bad night after a 
lobster dinner. 

“We’ve sold out nothing 
here.” Roberts said. “We have 
total control of the properly and 
we’ll stay the men in black. The 
deal puts us ahead of anyone 
else in the rugby world.” 

The legitimacy of that view 
was reinforced yesterday by 
Giff Brittle, chairman of the 
English RFU, who said: “The 
agreement illustrates tbe things 
we have been saying for some 
time. The All Blacks are the 
best team in the world and if 
you are a successful interna- 
tional (earn, the sponsors will 
queue up to put tug money into 
your national game.” 


Dalton prepared 
for fight to finish 


ICE HOCKEY 

Double blow 
for Basingstoke 

Basingstoke Bison endured a 
miserable weekend. First, they 
went out of . the Benson and 
Hedges Cup to Newcastle Co- 
bras, then they lost their un- 
beaten Superleague record 
against Bracknell Bees. 

Bison were humbled 5-1 at 
home by Newcastle Cobras in 
Saturday's B&H quarter-final, 
after drawing the tricky first leg 
on Tyneside 1-1. Brett Stewart’s 
hat-trick helped (he visitors into 
the semis. On Sunday Bcsoo went 
behind after 97 seconds on their 
way to a 5-3 defeat by tbe Bees. 

BENSON AND HEDGES CUP SunHInal 
drwc Nowcesfev CanAft ManChesterv Ayr. 
Two-log 0o$ to be ployed between 31 
October and 8 November 


The crews in the 
Whitbread Round-the- 
Worid Race will be glad 
when the first leg is over, 
as Stuart Alexander reports 
from Cape Town. 


As Cape Tbwn prepared for a 
middle-of-the-night welcome 
for a Paul Cayard win in tbe first 
leg of the Whitbread Race in 
EF Language, 135 miles behind 
him Grant Dalton's Merit Cup 
and Knut Frostad’s innova- 
tion Kvaeraer were locked in a 
battle for second place. 

Just three miles separated 
them with 300 miles to go, and 
Dalton said he was not short of 
firepower despite a pile of 
spinnakers needing to be 
mended. But he has regained 
the second slot from being five 
miles behind Frostad, who has 
his own problems with break- 
ages. While Dalton was re- 
porting a broken halyard which 
dropped a spinnaker in the 
water, Frostad was bemoaning 
a ripped spinnaker and a bro- 
ken steering cable. 


Rostad also said that “the 
galley is empty" echoing a short- 
age of food that is becoming 
prevalent on a 7.350-mile leg 
from Southampton that has tak- 
en longer than many planned. 
On America's Challenge, the 
skipper, Ross Field, said they bad 
no milk powder and were using 
orange-flavoured, reconstitut- 
ed isotonic drink for both corn- 
flakes and tea. 

Both Dalton and Frostad are 
expected in this evening with 
tbe British boat, Silk Cut, secure 
in its fourth place, forecast to 
arrive in the early hours of 
Thursday morning. The time 
gap, now that the race is scored 
on accumulated points rather 
than time, is therefore less of 
a worry for Silk Cut’s skipper. 
Lawrie Smith. But the back 
markers, EF Education's all- 
woman crew and the Dutch 
boat, Brunei Sunergy. will be 
battling on into next week. 

WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 


>CMfd .. . 

co) G Dofem 06 dies betaa twdv; 3 
vMcn Kwomar (Nor) K Frostad » HO. < s* Cu 
iGBJ L Smith +45«: 5 Chesoe rtaefog (US) 11 
frechei +7». BTbsl*a njS) C DWoon +826; 
7 American Oateme /U§) B FteU +37B; 8 
Swedeh Match (SweTG Kraraz +9B4. 9 EF Ed- 


w 


Ron (See) CGJfou i-nBD: 10 Birai Srar- 
(NMti) H Bouachota • t3tti 


- 1 

236; 11 A Corretja (Sp) 2£51; 12 G 
i (Bri £240; 13 J Bforkman (Svw) 


(Eng) bt I 


Kuerten .... 
2J82; 14 F Mantma (Sp) 2.135; 15 R Kre* 
peek (Ned) 1899; 16 TB ~ 

17 P Korda (Cz Rep) 
peussis (Aits) 1309: 

1785; 20 A Costa (Sp) 1778. 

LEADING WTA TOUR RANKINGS: 1 M 
tfegie (Sett 6630pts: 2 J Nwotna (Or Ftep) 
3590; 3 M Setes (fe) 3A29: 4 L Dawjnport 
3307: 5 A Coetzer tStoai35; 6 1 Ms* 
' a] Z386; 7 f Spina (Rom) z AZT-, 6 
J P) 2400; 9 A Sanchs Veario (Sp) 
2357: 10 C Martinez (Sp) 2J3S; 11 A Hu- 
ber (Gar) 2022; 12 M J Fernandez (US) 
1871 ; 13 S Tbaud (Ft) 1665: 14 S Grat (Geri 
1663; 16 L Raymond (US) 1573; 16 B 
Scfmftz- McCarthy (Noth) 1544; 17 fl 
Dragon* (Rom) W; 18 S 7 
1430; 18 N T^UZtat (Fr) “ 

(AiejtSSa 


Football 

(7.45 unless stmt) - 

UB^A CUP SECOND ROUND FIRST LEG 

AtMcttc BStoo V Mon Vila (8JC9 

rc sawttiuRi y Utepooi — 

Other Bee; Spartak Moscow (an) y Rail W 

SBSfB l&SSSB 

ZZtTsetGer Afutaftrtw (NOh) « Lkf- 


Mflgen * GltoBhara ------- 

Wraxton v SouBmkI (75Q . 

Wftxtnta v WWreB 

THIRD IMV1SKJN 

Bento v Rochdale 

Cam bri dge UMv HuB 


&*tieeto*Don“*to 
(Mbvton • Cardiff (730) 


Htotopotri* Petotooroiigft (730)- 

IfaedeaMdvEtoW--— 

Rariiertora v None Coutor . 


Scarttotnaft r Cheater (7^).- 


ipj;Auw*w(F4v0n 


SateiW (GrV 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL UEAGUE 1 ' . 

FIRST WVjSlON ■ - 

Bury v OPR ■ - “ — 

Crt** — 1 — 

IvR ’ 




SECOND dmsion 


vCfeaetarftdd (790) 


BrertfafdwB riMolRo rera 

Bdatol CBy vPreeloa 

Carii«»«vUi 




Thniusy* Leyton Oriorri 

ISTHMIAN LEAGUE Praetor DlvWofc Bronv 

lyvH iet».aai wnd|rN^ ^g, ^ g' 

Hrat P HUt o n- Tra ne Uld 

J&aswtral Weitintotae Barmy Edg- 

wAfcBstomvWWsor&BDa \ 

HIARDtAN IHSUHANIS CUP reMHMti:. 
AUaWrt1hvCMydon(a(?;lSfctidN*»''ftB- _ 
Kflftewra 

WUBOM7 LEAGUE Praetor Mtiera A» 
SSmonaratoy * Banovr; AWwtam w ftjra 
3air*« 


TSwowirancro; csomm wnr wMMtoraRjy r 

o&^fWwootSTbeOM ? Mftfime • 
ABhWiUtd: Unco*itMvUaiter»Ttto'^te- 
mAttin»WaiM > »Ai ».te ft fi op'foi»nyaad- 

M martens 

Oa«S5n/B>«'rC1ran , »» , h , 1l«to 


Leaflua Cup 8ret round flrat leg: Stleorenis 
Stanntil vBttiABehodere. 

FA UUBRO TROPHY Rrst round quaOytag 
rapteaa: HHckley Utd w Staftad ftangere; Bt 
«n ftanoera. Baddtoi Utd v &»wi 

tbwn; DroyMto » Be^ar Town: LaV> »■ v 
Friddey AMetfo; Hendon v Havant Town: 

‘awn v Fteti lton; teyrmuth v 

ARN0TT INSURANCE NORTHERN LEA«M 
Fhat DMtot: DTK NetoWle y.tou? 
StiUK DuMon Ftomton^ vSwdnon; MoO)Wh 
ten y SeetanRaMBT. *$o» Roofing • On* 
ten; 9idon v Mtognm ten 
UHLSPORT - UNHED COUNTIES UMGUE 
Ptntor DMalen; Bourne v Baton KnodMwt 
Cras&i»tiMy» RBdmNBapcrtrtBPMt^ long 
Buckby v St Nete teottn » Gogo> 

hoe FonJ fltMto y BwMnghan 
INTERLINK EXPRESS Midland ABenOK 
erneawn v Krinwatay Vfevb- 
JEWS ON EASTERN LEAGUE CU P: Bury 
Tban * irweRtir^ ten; Ota tern *IWJ< 

March ten Uti v Satitem ten; iMertol 
temi i Utd; Norafito 

Sudbury Kfanderara * &$* 

■ tercwtiiteTC TtowtM wOacniteWtef; 

■ boys tern * Wnmhem: WoocfcrtJge te* • 
Conbridgo C8y (FtoJ. 

JBW8DN WESSEX LEAGUE FM Dhtoiarc Afc 
Vtm v Andorec Gobdwi BraougJ » 
CtstaktoiGh; Ponanoum BN v Aaoanic* 
tires: Wrtjooo ten vEaSfetfi 

IWHIH WEST pow res LEA GUE FkMM- 

vWor anoough v Wmtngpn te ft Oad- 
' '"lyAdarion LR: Mane Rood * Dw" 011 


NatoesdetenvStHtoretenFloMttlto. 
pfiy: MmnCdete » HcMrOH tem- 
bonom Uid v Moadey. 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE Pi*, 
wto Ptrialwi: Amttwrpe Wattara v Ptoartig 
TbmK * North FWrtby Urtod; Mafe. 

bylaw v L h s rea dge. Oasan AUton * Dgneby 

. weBTDNLEADKBTT LEASE FMDMden: 

' Oral ten *Bflh ten fiamtwn ten vttoto 
UttRfcestoralfNicTavWtriBtafiteteftnBv 

bridge VMo » Thamaemead ten 
SCREWBXPBger LEAGUE Praetor Bto i en; 
Bmora v BKWora; Wbsttuy IM v Caho ten 
FA! NATIONAL LEAGUE CUP OtotaMbae 

ShetXMnO v Lknedek TO 

FA YOUTH CUP Third (teWyfciflrouxk St AJ- 
BansCJtyvEffttiS Behedera 
PONTVS LEAGUE teaiier DMatac ShW( 
WedvSkddun(ni) 

AVON INSURANCE C0MBMATI0N Ftot DL 
irUoR Aiserel * Britton (2Q. 

Rugby Union 

CLUBMMCH: Nadhenptoi vOded Unh pa» 

Basketball 

BtftOCUP: adds London tears r Rhondflrf 
(Ge4»a 

Other sports . 

7BMSJ Bum: Qrcter* Tcurswra 
SNOOKER: BDumenuth Ctond Frit 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


The buyouts that Fret Dfvfctor? 
SoriaiBndfotfbaBckbhBverB- 
jectod efoce their flotation on the 
Stock Market 10 [norths’ ago. 
The latest was a £17tn takeover 
tad from a local businessman 
acting an behalf of Albert Scanl- 
nG an American miAti-nSonairei 
Sunderland shares, HtlaBy 
priced at £555, rising to £75a 
have dropped to £320 as 
a result ol last season^ relega- 
tion from the Premiefshlp. 
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32/SPORT 


Young again 
go free at 
the Open 


Juniore will again be admitted 
free to the Open Champi- 
onship next year at Royal Birk- 
dale. The success of the scheme 
when it was introduced for this 
year's Open at Royal Troon, 
which saw the number of under- 
18s attending the championship 
more than double, has en- 
couraged the Royal & Ancient 
to extend its policy of reduced 
tickets for youngsters. 

Next year ail under- J6s will 
be admitted free, while a new 
youths' ticket for 16 to 21- 
year-olds will cost only £10 
during the championship and 
£4 on practice days. 

“We identified an anomaly 
in ticket prices where under- 18s 
were given free entry but over- 
18s had to pay the full price,” 
said David Hill, secretary of the 
R&A's championship commit- 
tee. “This seemed to us to be 
unfair and so we have intro- 
duced the youths' ticket. 1 * ' 

The R&A took the lead 
this year to encourage young- 
sters to attend one of the 
world's top sporting events free 
of charge. They estimated over 
28,000 juniors were at Royal 
Troon, as opposed to previous 
averages of 12,000. 

Anyone applying for free 
tickets should do so to the 
R&A, accompanying their ap- 
plication with a letter of iden- 
tification from a school or golf 
club, or they can be admitted 
on the day with a “responsible 
adult". 

While general ticket prices 
were left at 1996 levels for this 
year, at Birkdaie the daily ad- 
mission price will rise slightly to 
£25, but season tickets offering 
discounts of nearly 50 percent 
can be obtained by applying be- 
fore 31 January 1998. 

-Andy Farrell 
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A country which picked its players on a rota basis, instead of that of the 
best team available, would be considered mad’ - Alan Wattdns, page 30 
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Villa relying on Collymore to find 
his touch in Basque country 
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Since his move from 
Liverpool, Aston Villa's 
beleaguered striker, 
Stan Collymore, has 
saved his best displays 
for Europe. His 
manager, Brian Little, is 
in need of another one 
tonight says Phil Show. 
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ACROSS 

1 One hurries to deliver hat 
after word of deference 


6 Cut end off key (4) 

10 Choose one unit of heat 
and of light (7) 

11 Material seems good to 


12 Betoo belligerent perhaps 27 
and fail to stop in tune (9) 28 


and fail to stop in tune 

13 look in Duke's status | 

14 Skilful creation carryin 
oxygen to one? Could 

(5) . . 


Almost do things wrong 4 

taking note of ordinary 
dolhes (5) 

Perhaps still life paintings 5 

I suppress (9) 

Cheers I give to last bats- 
men? (4-3) 7 

I go wrong in rip for cook- 
ing (7) 8 

Tear off showing speed (4) 
Who could refer to such 
□eat decent sorts? (10) 9 


DOWN 


15 Man carrying 


ingequivalcr 
is odd (9) 


Snap when agitated in 
Post Office (5) 


17 American, a marine, 
keeps benefit back, which 
is sensational (9) 


Church & state sup- 
nrcssed the doctors 


Lons growths of hair will 
provide shade (5) 


pressed the doctors arti- 
cle (9) 

Support one in charge of 
Spanish car 1 . 11 Not (his per- 
son (4-4,6) 


Wanted no tails to be seen 
in agreeable heavenly 
body (7) 

Material that could 
stretch from the last ice 
age (7) 

Beast of burden coming 
up a London street (5) 
■Thrills you don’t pay for 
but which feature in soc- 
cer matches (4.5) 

One seen at car boot sale? 
< 7.7) 

Woman spent a term m 
old school (4.5} 

To have thing; shaken up 
b a modern doing (9) 
Leave a sash in place (7) 
Fix Fwglkh diplomat (7| 
Glad ante becomes dim 

Leave without having to 
take a meal (5) 


Sian Collymore may be no 
saint, but “The Cathedral", as 
Athletic Bilbao's San Mames 
stadium is known, could be just 
the stage for the £7m striker to 
start answering Aston Villa’s 
prayers tonight. 

Brian Little is confident 
that it will be. The Villa man- 
ager. looking anything but be- 
leaguered despite a turbulent 
descent into Spain, pledged to 
restore CoUymore to his side for 
the first leg of their Ucfo Cup 
second-round lie even though 
he began a three-match do- 


mestic suspension on Saturday. 

Collymore. who has scored 
once in 13 appearances for Vil- 
la, had his two best games in the 
daret and blue against Bordeaux 
in the previous round. little now 
hopes that the quasi-religious 
fervour fur which this bastion of 
Basque pride is renowned can 
help to fire up his record sign- 
ing in similar fashion. 

“Bilbao will be concerned 
about Stan, which is important 
for us." he said. "While he has 
missed a few chances - he could 
have had a goal every other 
game - we've got to keep en- 
couraging him and gel him back 
to his one-in-two career ratio." 
Contrary to the complaints of 
stime Villa fans, who have crit- 
icised CoUymore ‘s work rate. 
Little feels he may have been Hy- 
ing too hard lo impress since ar- 
riving front Liverpool. “ Players 
need to feci good but Sian has 
looked a bil worried He hasn't 
been as relaxed as he should be. 
He wants lo do mi well, and 


sometimes that can affect you ” 

Villa have had Bilbao 
watched three times. Tbe reports 
from Peter Withe and Tony 
McAndrew confirm the im- 
pression created by their home 
and away victories over Samp- 
doria. Technically good, they 
are also capable of playing with 
a verve that reflects their Eng- 
lish origins (the club were 
formed by itinerant workers 
from Wearsidc: hence the an- 
glicised name and the red-and- 
whitc stripes a la Sunderland). 

“The first game Pieter saw 
was a derby with Sociedad 
which was like similar occasions 
in England. Fast and furious, 
people pressing and closing 
each other down quickly. When 
he watched them away they 
were far more low key. so I’ll 
be intcre.sied lo hear from 
Tony how they approached Sat- 
urday's draw with Deporthm." 

Asked whether a Britisli-style 
tempo might be more in Villa’s 
liking. Little replied: "We’re s«i 


Jekyfl and Hyde right now, it's un- 
true. We’re playing well some 
games, then throwing three goals 
in our net in others. So we’ve got 
to concentrate for 90 minutesand 
be at our best, then see what they 
have to offer. If we're as carries 
as we have been, iiU be a hard 
night's work.” ■ 

His priority is a result close 
enough to convince a full house 
at Villa Park a fortnight hence 
that they can take the tie. A re- 
peat of the 1-1 draw they earned 
at Bilbao in the same competi- 
tion 20 years ago, when Little 
and Andy Gray filled the roles 
now earmarked for Collymore 
and Dwight Yorke, would more 
than suffice. 

little said he would make one 
change from the team which 
drew 0-0 in Bordeaux, the smart 
money being on Mark Draper for 
Sasa Curcie. There will be no 
Serhs in the home line-up nor 
even, strictly speaking, any Span- 
iards. The coach's job at Bilbao 
is often held by foreigners- Ron- 


nie Alien ancTHoward Kendall 
are among the Frenchman Luis 
Fernandez’s predecessors - yet. 
the players must be Basque. 
Fernandez has also spent 


heavily, paying Real Betis £9iy rv > 
to -bring the one-time Ma M/ 


to bring the one-time Main/ 
Chester United target Roberto 
Rios home, though with only 
slightly more success than Villa 
so far. Five of their seven League 
fixtures have been drawn and 
only Atletico Madrid, con- 1 
querors of Leicester, beaten. 

. .Nevertheless, civic self-esr 
teem is high after tbe global fan- 
fare for the weekend opening of 
the Guggenheim museum. For 
a mere 14,000m pesetas (£60m), 
a dour, industrial city has ac- 
quired a landmark to make the . i- 
Sydney Opera House look Likar 
the Birmingham Bull Ring. A'- 'S' 1 
Critics argue that ‘BUbacf 
has had to buy an intematkm-: ~ . 
a] reputation. As Villa may 
discover at their peril, Athlet- . 
ic built that long ago. 

Little needs lift, page 30 


Benfica linked with move for Strachan 
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Coventry City could come un- 
der pressure from Benfica to 
part with their manager. Gor- 
don Strachan. 

Valea Vcdedo. who is the 
favourite to be elected as pres- 
ident of (he Lisbon club, hits 
named Strachan as the man he 
wants to be the coach. The for- 
mer Scntland international im- 
pressed Vcdedo by keeping 
Coventry in the Premiership last 
season. If elected today. Vcde- 
do is undcrsiiHxf to want to 


make immediate contact with 
High field Road. "Gordon Slra- 
chan would be my first option 
as the coach to lead Benfica into 
the future," he said. 

Newcastle have promised 
their manager. Kcnnv Dalglish, 
cish for more players, even 
though the club's wage hill has 
risen sharply. Total salaries of 
players and coaching staff in- 
creased by more than i!4m Iasi 
war, according to the club’s an- 
nual report released yesterday. 


The arrival of players, like 
Alan Shearer, as well as Dalglish 
and n new backroom team, has 
seen wage costs reach new 
heights. Newcastle now spend 
£ 15.4m a year on wages for 
their staff of 200, having spent 
£K).2m the year before. New- 
castle pic' s chairman. Sir Terence 
Harrison, says in the report: “Of 
the increase. £4.1m relates di- 
rally lo footballing personnel." 

The Tyneside club have 
made an operating profit before 


(ax of £83m, compared to a loss 
of £23. 6m the year before - tbe 
loss mostly due to Shearer's 
£15m transfer and purchase of 
other players. 

Harrison said Dalglish 
would continue lo be given 
money "for selective squad 
strengthening", but the report 
added that transfers would be 
funded through profits alone. 

More financial news yester- 
day centred on Chelsea and the 
disclosure that the Harrods own- 


er, Mohamed Al-Fayed, at- 
tempted to acquire a majority 
stake at Stamford Bridge before 
his takeover of Fulham. The bid 
got as for as “informal talks". ; 

England's campaign to host 
the 2006 World Cup was Lifte^ 
yesterday by a £3m award to t&-, 
Football Association from the 
English Sports Council ' The 
handout is likely to provide a 
third of the cost of the bi<t. : 

Investment column. 
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